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King offers condolences 
to King Fahd 

AMMAN (Petra) - His Majesty King Abdullah on 
pSfc° ff ?. d condolences by telephone to King 
raha of Saudi Arabia on the passing away of his first 
wife. Princess Al Unoud Bint Abdul Aziz Ben 
Mas ad, the mother of Prince Faisal Ben Fahd. The 

A?T 1 i. n 5 narch ex P ressed h»s appreciation for King 
Abdullah s gesture. Also yesterday. King Abdullah 
sent two cables of condolences to King Fahd and 
Pnnce Faisal. 6 
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Cabinet accepts Shukri’s resignation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The government Tuesday accepted die 
resignation of Jordan Telecommunications Company Chair- 
man Ali Shukri. said Information Minister Nasser Lawn. 
The minister said Shukri’s replacement has not yet been 
decided upon. Shukri, who accused new Telecommunica- 
tions Minister Jamal Saraireh of interference in the compa- 
ny’s affairs, submitted his resignation Saturday to Prime 
Minister Abdur-Ra' uf S. Rawabdeh. In the letter. Shukn said 
Saraireh ottered that a project to connect the Kingdom’s 
schools to the Internet be stopped immediately. “We will be 
reviewing Shukri’s business practices... to see how contracts 
were awarded and to who and if they were in line with guide- 
lines set by the Audit Bureau." said another official. Shukri 
told the Jordan Times that Saraireh also demanded by tele- 
phone that die firm immediately transfer JD 12 million to the 
treasury, which “he has no right to ask.” There was no offi- 
cial comment yet on the validity of Shukri’s claims. 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Crown Prince 
condoles Saudi 
king, Bahraini emir 

AMMAN (Petra 1 — HRH 
Crown Prince Hamzah on 
Tuesday sent a cable of 
condolences to King Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia on the 
death of the kings first 
wife. Prince Hamzah 
wished the Saudi monarch 
continued health and happi- 
ness. On Monday, Prince 
Hamzah sent a cable of 
condolences to Bahraini 
Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Isa Al Khalifeh on the pass- 
ing away of Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifeh. Earli- 
er, Prince Hamzah visited 
the Bahraini embassy in 
London to offer condo- 
lences to Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz Ben Mubarak Al 
Khalifeh. Bahraini ambas- 
sador to the U.K. 

Cabinet to hold 
dialogue on 
press law 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Cabinet plans to invite all 
sectors concerned with the 
local media to participate in 
a dialogue about the press 
and publications law and 
other related laws and regu- 
lations, sources close to the 
Cabinet told the Jordan 
Times on Tuesday. 

Arafat expected 
in Amman today 

GAZA (Petra) — Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
is due in Amman today, the 
head of Jordan’s Represen- 
tation Office, Ziayd Majali, 
said. Majali said .Arafat will 
hold talks with His Majesty 
King Abdullah on bilateral 
relations, the latest devel- 
opments in the Middle East 
peace process and issues of 
common concern. 

Lockerbie nearly 
settled — Qadhafi 

CAFRO (AFP) — Libyan 
President Muammar Qad- 
hafi said Tuesday that "only 
a few small questions" 
remain to be settled before 
full agreement is reached 
on the Lockerbie affair. 
Qadhafi told Egyptian 
newspaper editors here that 
"all sides have agreed on 
the basis of a comprehen- 
sive solution but there 
remain just a few small 
questions to be settled 
about guarantees," the 
Egyptian MENA news 
agency said. The Libyan 
leader is still asking for 
guarantees that economic 
sanctions will be lifted once 
the suspects are handed 
over and that no Libyans 
other than the suspects will 
face prosecution in the 
future, diplomats say. 

'Barak cleared 
of blame in 
accident’ 

TEL AVIV (R) — Ex-army 
chief Ehud Barak, running 
for prime minister in 
Israel's May election, was 
cleared of blame in an offi- 
cial inquiry into a 1992 
training accident that killed 
five soldiers. Israel radio 
said on Tuesday. Barak, 
leader of the opposition 
Labour Party- has been 
dogged for years by accusa- 
tions that he ignored 
wounded soldiers in the 
field. Six were injured 
when a missile exploded ai 
an army base during an 
exercise, details of which 
have been kept classified by 
the Israeli army. The radio 
said the investigation, con- 
ducted by the state comp- 
trolier. found that Barak did 
not leave the scene of the 
accident prematurely 
before all of the wounded 
had received medical atten- 
tion. 


King, Prince Felipe hold talks on 
peace process, Jordan-Spain ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday received at Army 
Headquarters Spain’s Crown 
Prince Felipe for talks on the 
Middle East peace process 
and issues of concern to Jor- 
dan and Spain. 

During the meeting, which 
was attended by Royal Court 
Chief Abdul Karim Kabaiiti 
and a Spanish delegation. 
Prince Felipe conveyed good 
wishes to King Abdullah 
from King Juan Carlos. 

Also Tuesday, Prince 
Felipe visited the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs for discus- 
sions with Foreign Minister 
Abdul Dah Khatib on bilater- 
al ties. The Spanish prince 
stressed that Spain attaches 
great importance to Jordan’s 
role in the region and reaf- 
firmed continued Spanish 
and European support for the 
Kingdom. 

Khatib outlined the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process, empha- 
sising Jordan's interest in 
promoting peace and stability 
in the region. He also voiced 
Jordan's appreciation for the 
assistance provided by Spain 
and the EU to the Kingdom. 

Earlier. Prince Felipe, who 



King meets with U.S. 
peace group, chief of 
Arab American association 




His Majesty King Abdullah holds talks Tuesday with Spain’s Crown Prince Felipe at 
Army Headquarters in Amman. Prince Felipe is in Amman on a three-day official 
visit (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


is on a three-day visit to Jor- 
dan. met with Lower House 
of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Hadi Majali and Senate Pres- 
ident Zeid Rifai. 

Prince Felipe was briefed 
on the country's parliamen- 


tary life, and parliamentari- 
ans expressed Jordan’s appre- 
ciation of Spain’s support for 
Jordan. 

Prince Felipe also visited 
the archaeological site at the 
Amman Citadel and was 


briefed by Tourism Minister 
Akel Biltaji on its historical 
background. The minister 
pointed out that a Spanish 
archaeological team is wak- 
ing on the restoration of the 
site. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday said development 
and prosperity for the people 
of the Middle East can only 
be achieved in an atmos- 
phere of peace and stability. 

The peace process is a 
long and arduous trek but it 
is an inevitable development 
to help the people of the 
region overcome the feelings 
of fear and anxiety and enjoy 
security and stability. King 
Abdullah said at a meeting 
with a visiting group repre- 
senting the Peace Now 
Movement in the U.S. 

In reviewing the peace 
process. King Abdullah 
referred to the obstacles in 
its path but he stressed that 
Jordan is seeking a just and 
durable peace between peo- 
ples rattier than between 
governments. 

The King said (hat in this 
respect there is a chance for 
resuming peace negotiations 
. on the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks, noting that peace 
between Syria and Israel is 
as important as peace 
between Israel on the one 
hand and Egypt, Jordan and 


Palestine on the other. 

King Abdullah expressed 
his belief that Syria aspires 
to a comprehensive peace 
like the other peoples of the 
region and underlined the 
need for Israel and Lebanon 
to exercise restraint, avoid 
escalation of tension and 
work to attain peace along 
the common bonder. 

Referring to the Palestin- 
ian-Israeli negotiations. 
King Abdullah emphasised 
the need for overcoming 
obstacles on that front, reaf- 
firming Jordan's stand in 
support of the Palestinian 
people's right to an indepen- 
dent state on their national 
soil. 

The King also expressed 
hope that all obstacles hin- 
dering Jordanian-Palestinian 
trade would be removed and 
that open trade will be con- 
ducted between Jordan and 
Israel. 

The visiting delegation 
paid tribute to the late King 
Hussein’s efforts towards 
peace. 

Also Tuesday, King 
Abdullah met with Khalil 
Jahshan, president of the 


National Association of 
Arab Americans. The King 
paid tribute to their role in 
the U.S. in defending Arab 
rights and called for Arab 
Americans to maintain 
strong links with the Arab 
Nation. 

King meets with French 
Jewish delegation 

King Abdullah also met at 
Army headquarters with a 
group representing Jewish 
organisations in France and 
outlined Jordan's policies on 
the peace process, which he 
said are an extension of the 
policies of King Hussein. 

King Abdullah reaffirmed 
Jordan's determination to 
support the Palestinian peo- 
ple in their struggle to regain 
their legitimate rights. 

The delegation praised 
Jordan’s peace moves, pay- 
ing tribute to King Hussein’s 
endeavours towards restor- 
ing stability and creating the 
appropriate climate for 
investment projects. 

Royal Court Chief Abdul 
Karim Kabariti attended the 
meetings. 


Iran president begins 
landmark visit to Italy 


ROME (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami 
received a warm welcome on 
Tuesday at the start of a three- 
day state visit to Italy and the 
Vatican seen as opening a new 
epoch in relations between the 
Islamic state and the WsL 

’The Islamic Republic hav- 
ing readied maturity. is more 
prepared to expand such rela- 
tions. With goodwill, we can 
have better ties,” Khatami said 
in Tehran before leaving tor the 
first state visit by an Iranian 
president to Weston Europe 
since the fall of the shah in 
1979. 

Italian President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro greeted Khatami amid 
colourful stare pageantry at the 
Quirinale presidential palace, 
where the Iranian president 
inspected a guard of honour. 

Asked why he believed the 
trip to Italy was important. 
Khatami, speaking through an 
interpreter, told reporters amid 
a crash of TV cameras in die 
Quirinale: “As year know, each 
visit has a means of fneodship 
which is very important for our 
country." 

Italy is rolling out the red car- 
pet for the refomiist Shiite cler- 
ic, who Italian ministers 
believe has set ban c»i a course 
of modernisation and has 
shown die best signs of Tehran 
wanting to open up to the West 


since the overthrew of the 
shah. 

But Prime Minister Massimo 
D'Alema and Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini. who held talks 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton last week, have pledged to 
stress their reservations over 
Iran’s human righis record and 
urge Khatami to back non-pro- 
liferation. 

Despite opposition to the 
visit from around a third of 
Italy’s parliamentarians, lead- 
ers of the centre-left govern- 
ment have underlined what 
they said was the need now to 
show dear support for Khata- 
mi and his reformists, up 
against conservatives and tradi- 
tionalist clergy who still wield 
clout in Iran. 

“He faces opposition from 
the more conservative mem- 
bers of Islamic society but he 
has the support, as shown by 
the recent elections, of the 
young, women and the Iranian 
people in general" Dini told 
Italian television. 

He said the Ignited States 
was watching die visit ‘‘with 
great interest” 

While Washington has 
slightly softened its line 
towards Iran, it still accuses the 
country of supporting terrorism 
and seeking to acquire 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The United States has 



Arafat to stick to May 
date for statehood 
declaration — Egypt 


Italian President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro is accompanied Tbesday by Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami as they review an honour guard at the Quirinal Palace in Rome 
(AFP photo) 


accused Russian firms of help- 
ing Iran develop nuclear and 
missile programmes and has 
imposed sanctions on 10 Russ- 
ian companies and research 
institutes. 

Trade, in particular in the oil 
and gas sector, was likely to be 
central in talks between die two 
nations. A source close to Ital- 
ian energy company EMI said 
contacts between ENI officials 
and members of the Iranian 
delegation were likely. 

“It is conceivable there win 


be contacts between members 
of President Khatami’s delega- 
tion and ENI officials." the 
source said. “He is accompa- 
nied by a host of other individ- 
uals who have a specific inter- 
est in what ENI could do in 
Iran,” he said. 

ENI and French oil company 
Elf-Aquitaine signed a $1 bil- 
lion deal last week with the 
national Iranian oil company to 
develop the offshore Doroud 
oilfield. 

While Khatami and his 


entourage woe being feted at 
the presidential palace, less 
than a kilometre away near the 
rains of ancient Rome, thou- 
sands of Iranian opposition 
activists and their supporters 
protested against the visit 
Iranians opposed to Khatami 
say little has changed since be 
won power 21 months ago, 
alleging that more than 300 
people have been publicly exe- 
cuted. nine people stoned to 
death and 28 dissidents assassi- 
nated abroad. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said here Tuesday that Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
was sticking to May 4 as the 
dale to proclaim a state despite 
U.S., Israeli European and 
Arab pressure. 

“Arafat indicated the May 4 
date is still on and will not 
budge” when he met with 
Egyptian Resident Hosni 
Mubarak. Musa told journal- 
ists. 

“Mr. Arafat is listening to 
and receiving numerous opin- 
ions. messages and analyses 
about this question, but he 
believes thm the issue of pro- 
claiming a state is an absolute- 
ly undebarable question,” 
Musa said. 

Musa expressed total sup- 
port for Arafat’s stand 

Arafat, before leaving for the 
airport said only that his talks 
focused on die “modalities 
which must be taken May 4, 
the date the interim autonomy 
phase expires, and on the 
stance the Palestinian National 
Authority must take." 

Palestinian International 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 
Shaath said here Monday that 
the PNA was “carefully" con- 
sidering a request by European 
stales to delay the planned 


May 4 declaration of a state. 

But Shaath added that no 
decision had been made. 

He also said that the two 
sides were discussing unspeci- 
fied guarantees in exchange 
for delaying the proclamation. 
The Lfaited States and the 
European Union, along with 
Egypt and Jordan, have aD 
urged Arafat to delay declaring 
a state at least until after 
Israel’s general elections on 
May 17. 

“We are now busy waking 
to win [international] approval 
for die proclamation of a 
state," Musa said. 

The Egyptian minister 
brushed aside U.S. criticism 
over any “unflareraT declara- 
tion of a slate. “The proclama- 
tion of a stale is based on the 
right to self determination and 
die Palestinians have the right 
to decide their fate." 

He recalled that Israel "had 
effectively approved this state" 
and that the Labour Party 
“under the leadership of for- 
mer Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin had raised it." 

“We are telling them [the 
Israelis]: Negotiate to avoid 
problems and to ensure a prop- 
er and peaceful framework for 
the proclamation of a stare," 
Musa said 


Qatar calls on U.S. defence secretary to stop air strikes on Iraq 
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DOHA (AFP) — US. Defence Sec- 
retary William Cohen heard Tuesday 
on his Gulf tour a blunt call firm 
Qatar to halt die near daily air strikes 
against Iraq and allow' the United 
Nations to resolve the crisis. 

Iraq's official press, meanwhile, 
said it was high time for Arab leaders 
to follow France’s example and 
speak out against the U.S.-led strikes. 

Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassem Ben Jaber Al 
Thani said at a press conference with 
Cohen that the Iraq crisis should be 
solved quickly through the UN. 

Security Council 

“We wish not to see Iraq being 
bombed daily or these attacks that are 
taken daily in the ‘no-fly’ zones." 
Sheikh Hamad said after a meeting 
with the defence secretary. 

"Sometimes we have our differ- 
ences, I have to tell you very frankly. 
But in principle, I don't think (here is 
any difference between us and the 
United Stares." be added. 

It was die first time a Gulf official 


turned up for a pess conference with 
Cohen since be began the tour in 
Bahrain last Friday and went on 
through Saudi Arabia, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The secretary replied: “There 
would be no daffy attacks on triple- A 
[anti-aircraft artillery] or the radars of 
the surface-to-air missiles if Saddam 
Hussein were not trying to take down 
and destroy... our aircraft: 

“So the way for these counter- 
attacks to stop is for Saddam to sim- 
ply stop hying to violate the no-fly 
zones, stop hying to kill our pilots 
and our aircrews.” 

But Sheikh Hamad said: “We 
strongly believe that the problem of 
Iraq should be solved by the UN. 
Security Council and the United 
States also has to solve this problem 
through the Security Council. 

"li should be solved as soon as pos- 
sible because it has repercussions 
throughout the region.” 

Cohen earlier met the emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifeh Al Thani. 


before heading for Kuwait, the last 
Gulf leg of his Middle East lour and 
where he was to meet U.S. airmen at 
Ahmad Al Jaber air base. 

U.S. warplanes are deployed at die 
base, south of Kuwait City, from 
where they patrol an exclusion zone 
over southern Iraq. 

Despite the differences aired at the 
press conference, Doha and Wash- 
ington agreed to open secure tele- 
phone links between their defence 
ministries, and Cohen, as he has on 
earlier stops, offered to share early- 
warning intelligence data on missile 
launches in Iraq a Iran. 

In Baghdad, the official daily Al 
Qadissiya praised French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vfedrine for his 
three-nation Gulf tour during which 
he called for a political settlement of 
the Iraq crisis. 

Vedrrne, who wound up his tour in 
Kuwait on Sunday, criticised the 
low-level air war which has been 
going on since December. 

Regional leaders “who have for- 


gotten their Arab allegiance should at 
least follow the example of foreign 
countries such as Russia, China and 
France," Al Jumhuriya said. 

It focused its criticism on Saudi 
Arabia, whose Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz said 
after talks with Cohen that the US. 
air strikes were "their business." 

“Without any shame, Saudi offi- 
cials state that the U.S. raids on Iraq 
are the business of the United States." 
while providing an air base fa US. 
and British warplanes, it said 

The paper warned Arab states that 
the aim of Cohen’s tour was to pro- 
vide an Arab cover fa military 
action. “America wants to force the 
Arate to recognise (hai ii is carrying 
out the raids on Iraq with their con- 
sent" 

On Monday, the United Arab Emi- 
rates said its opposition to air strikes 
remained the same and that any 
change of Baghdad leadership was 
up to the Iraqi people. 


AMMAN (IT.) — US. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen is expected 
here cm a brief visit today for talks 
with His Maje&y KjngAbduIhh, offi- 
cials said on Tuesday. 

Discussions were expected to focus 
on bilateral andregicmal issues, name- 
ly the situation in Iraq. 

Jordan is the seventh leg of Cohen’s 
nine-nation Gulf and Middle East 
tour, which has already taken him to 
Kuwait, Qatar; Oman, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia. 

His tour; which diplomats said was 
meant to rally support fa continuous 
U.S. and British air strikes on Iraq, 
came under attack in die Gulf press, 
which also charged Cohen with trying 
to drum up support for a plan to over- 
throw the regime of Resident Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

King Abdullah has repeatedly 
voiced Jordan's determination not to 


allow any party to use its territory as a 
‘‘springboard” for interference in the 
internal affairs of neightouring coun- 
tries. 

A US. embassy source also on 
Tbesday confirmed that US. Assistant 
Secretary fa the Middle East Martin 
todyk is expected in Amman on Sat- 
urday. as part of a regional tour also 
including Hakey and Syria. 

At a press conference in Washing- 
ton on Monday. Stale Department, 
spokesman James Rubin said Indyk’s 
trip will primarily lx linked to the Iraq 
issue. 

Rubin said Indyk will also discuss 
whh Syrian authorities negotiating 
between Israel and Syria, which have 
been stalled fa three years. 

However, international news agen- 
cies quoted Rubin as saying: “I 
it is not realistic to resume negriations 
on the Syrian track before the Isrsdi 
elections," scheduled for May 17. 
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Ethiopia accused of invading Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — An 
armoured column of Ethiopian 
troops made a two-day incur- 
sion over the border into Soma- 
lia. looting field radios and 
other equipment and kidnap- 
ping a businessman, a Somali 
warlord charged Hiesday. 

The warlord, Somali Nation- 
al Front (SNF) leader General 
Omer Haji Mohammad 
“Mosaic," said the troops rolled 
over the border in the Balan- 
baJe area of Somalia's central 
Gulgudud region on Sunday, 
withdrawing on Monday. His 
charge could not Immediately 
be affirmed by independent 
sources, but Ethiopian troops 
crossed the border several 
times last year in hot pursuit of 
rebels. 

Factions in Somalia — with- 
out a central government for 
the past eight years — are 
divided into pro- and anti- 


Ethiopian groups. 

Ethiopia, fighting a border 
war in the north with Eritrea, is 
simultaneously faced with a 
low-level rebellion by ethnic 
Somalis, Oromos, and an 
Islamic group, AJ Itihad A1 
Islam. 

Pro-Ethiopian factions 
charged last month that Eritrea 
was arming Ethiopian rebels 
through Mogadishu warlord 
Hussein Mohammad Aideed. 
flying weapons into the Bali- 
dogle airstrip. 90 kUometres 
west of the Somali capital. 
‘The invading Ethiopian forces 
looted valuables including 
radio communication equip- 
ment on Monday," Masale told 
AFP. 

He urged people in the Gal- 
gudud and neighbouring Gedo 
regions to establish civil 
defence units to corn bat 
Ethiopian “occupation.” 


“It is the time to forget 
domestic differences and fight 
the outside enemy. Ethiopia is 
dreaming of annexing part of 
Somalia.” Masale charged 
He said the motorised battal- 
ion (300 to 500 men), with 
tanks and armoured personnel 
camera entered Balanbale 
town from Ethiopia's eastern 
Ogaden region and ordered 
people to remain in their hous- 
es. then undertook a looting 
spree, detaining a number of 
people. “They took away 
Mohammad Fayoge, a well 
known businessman,” he said 
Masale said he had contacted 
“reasonable” faction leaders to 
urge them to engage in a joint 
defence of the region. 

Elders in Mogadishu mean- 
while told AFP that hundreds 
of fighters had deserted Aidid’s 
militia, taking with them 10 
armed pick-up trucks and two 


long-range artillery pieces. 

Hie fighters, members of the 
Murusade sub-clan of the 
Hawiye, deserted Aideed on 
Monday, according to die 
elders because they were dis- 
contented with the way newly 
acquired weapons were being 
distributed in the militia, which 
is dominated by Aideed’s Habr 
Gedir sub-clan of the Hawiye. 

The Murusade are led by one 
of Aideed's main allies in the 
capita], Mohammad Qanyare 
Afrah. 

Witnesses said the deserters 
had set up a camp in the Muiu- 
sade stronghold of DeynOe, 
west of Mogadishu. 

Observers here said the 
desertion was a major political 
and military embarrassment to 
Aideed as the Murusade were 
the single larges non-Habr 
Gedfr group supporting him in 
the divided capital. 


Ocalan brother warns of ‘war’ 


HAMBURG (AFP) — Kur- 
dish rebels will pursue then- 
armed battle for an indepen- 
dent homeland, the brother of 
detained rebel leader Abdul- 
lah O calan said in an inter- 
view' to be published Thurs- 
day. 

“We are forced to settle this 
by war,” said Osman Ocalan 
in the interview with the 
weekly magazine Stem. The 
Turkish government wants the 
PKK to be wiped out” His 
interview confirmed previous 


statements by Abdullah 
Ocalan's Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) that called for 
“intensifying its war” against 
Turkey after the PKK leader 
was captured and hauled to 
Turkey to face dial for trea- 
son. 

Osman Ocalan, 43, said 
political dialogue with Ankara 
was only possible if die rebel 
leader was freed and recog- 
nised as representative of the 
Kurdish people. 

Striking a deliberately 


aggressive note, he warned of 
popular uprisings in Turkish 
cities and kamikaze attacks 
against Turkish troops. 

“We will be a fireball attack- 
ing die enemy,” be said. 

Osman Ocalan said Euro- 
pean cities outside Turkey or 
tourists would not be targeted. 

“We do not plan to devastate 
consulates and party offices,” 
he said. “There will be no vio- 
lence in Europe. Our follow- 
ers must abide by the laws of 
the country they live in.” 


In many European cities 
Kurdish protests turned vio- 
lent after Ocalan was arrested 
in Kenya last month. Four 
Kurds died when they 
attacked die Israeli consulate 
in Berlin. 

Osman Ocalan, who lives in 
the northern Iraqi mountains 
near the Turkish border, 
would not rule out that Cemil 
Bayik, one of the PKK's 
founding fathers and com- 
manders, could lake Ocalan's 
place as party leader. 


S. Lebanese torn by prospects of Israeli withdrawal 


By Nayla Razzouk 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
Fatimas heart skipped a beat 
when she heard Israeli troops 
may be pulling out of southern 
Lebanon. 

But her joy quickly turned to 
apprehension when she 
recalled that die few years she 
had been forced to work for the 
Israeli-run civil administration 
in the occupied zone had 
branded her as a “traitor” to her 
countiy. 

“We were all ecstatic about 
the idea of reuniting with our 
family members who took a 
one-way ticket out of die 
zone,” said Fatima, who like 
many Lebanese interviewed in 
the bonder strip requested that 
only her first name be used. 

“But we are scared that the 
Lebanese authorities and resis- 
tance groups will get back at 
us,” she added. 

“We spent a lifetime under a 
harsh occupation that forced us 
to do these things,” said Fati- 
ma. 30. “The border zone is 
nearly sealed off from the out- 
side world and economic con- 
ditions are very poor.” 

Residents of the border zone 
have been tormented by mixed 
feelings amid the first signs 
from Israel that the Jewish 
state is serious about bringing 
an end to its 21 years of occu- 


pation of southern Lebanon. 

Following the deaths of six 
soldiers, including a brigadier 
general in five days, opposi- 
tion Labour Party candidate 
for Prime Minister Ehud Barak 
said he would bring Israeli 
troops home by next year if 
elected in May elections. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has also indicated 
for the first time that he may be 
ready to cany out a unilateral 
withdrawal from the “security 
zone” set up by Israel to pre- 
vent attacks on its northern set- 
tlements. Many Lebanese, 
however, are sceptical about 
an Israeli pullout. 

“The Israelis have been say- 
ing that they want to withdraw 
for years. Why should we 
believe them now?’ said 
Mona Saeed. a Shiite Muslim 
pharmacist. 

Tt has become clear to 
everyone that the resistance's 
recent successes are a defeat to 
Israel on the ground, but these 
pullout proposals may be mere 
election gimmicks before the 
polls.” she added. 

About 90 XXX) Lebanese — 
50 per cent less than estimates 
five years ago — snuggle to 
survive in the uncertain atmos- 
phere of the “security zone,” 
the last open battle-front of the 
Arab-Isnieli conflict. 

The population continues to 


s hrink due to dangerous living 
conditions and a high rate of 
unemployment which forces 
3,000 residents to cross into 
“enemy territory" in northern 
Israel for work every day. 

“We live in continuous dis- 
tress and guilt trips whichever 
way we turn,’' said a school- 
teacher “We are tom between 
Lebanese authorities, Israeli 
forces, SLA militiamen, resis- 
tance groups and a whole net- 
work of informers and intelli- 
gence services wife pledged 
allegiances to whomever 
wants to use them.” he said. 

The Shiite JHBzboDah move- 
ment, which spearheads the 
guerrilla war to oust Israel 
from southern Lebanon, has 
been lobbying for passing a 
law offering a three-month 
grace period to “repent and 
cease collaborating wife die 
enemy.” 

“If this law is adopted by 
parliament, more than 80 per 
cent of the members of the 
[Israeli-allied] South Lebanon 
Army will flee the area and 
surrender to Lebanese authori- 
ties the next day” said an SLA 
officer on condition- of 
anonymity. 

“We have no cause to be 
fighting for anymore. We have 
become a mere human shield, 
targeted by our own people 
from the resistance. Wfe are 


wanted by Lebanese authori- 
ties and we are dead scared of 
fee Israelis,” he said. 

Israel continues to insist 
Lebanese authorities should 
offer future guarantees for die 
2500 SLA members and their 
families, believed to number 
about 20,000 people in all. 

Last year, 35 jxrilitiamen 
were killed by resistance guer- 
rillas and hundreds of SLA 
members and “collaborators” 
are either wanted or sentenced 
to death or prison terms in 
absentia by the Beirut military 
court. A growing number of 
SLA militiamen are fleeing the 
enclave and their commander, 
General Antoine Lahad. 
whose wife and children live 
in France, has been con- 
demned in absentia to death 
fortreason. 

“ At the end of the day, Lahad 
and bis top aides will either be 
granted asylum in a foreign 
country or will move to Israel 
where many SLA officers 
already have homes," said a 
Christian owner of a coffee 
bouse. * 

■ “But what about die rest of 
us? We have sacrificed our 
lives because we refused to 
leave our land even if we were 
forced to deal wife the enemy 
to survive. We should be 
praised not punished" he said 



70-year-old Eisha Abdul Rahim Asaf is seen through remains of his home in the West 
Bank village of A1 Jib, north of Jerusalem on Tuesday. The Asaf family home was 
demolished by Israeli defence forces on Tuesday because it lacked a building permit 
IAJP photo) 


Ecevit vows to fight poll delay bid 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit 
said on Tuesday he would 
fight attempts to postpone 
.planned April elections, ... 
arguing any delay would 
bring chaos. 

Parliament will hold a spe- 
cial session on Saturday at 
fee behest of 116 deputies 
dubbed the “disgruntled 
ones” by fee media. Many 
have been struck from party 
lists by powerful party lead- 
ers or put so far down they 
cannot be re elected 

Ecevit said their petition 
amounted to a “civilian coup 
attempt” His words carried 
a particular poignancy in a 
country familiar with mili- 
tary interventions. 

“The public has been 
expecting elections for 
months.. .the state has 
incurred heavy costs. If elec- 
tions are called off. all this 
will be wasted 

“Politics in general and the 
economy will be pitched into 
chaos.” he told a news con- 
ference. “We shall do all in 
our power to reverse this 
attempt at a delay." Arith- 
metic militates against fee 


disgruntled ones. They may 
not get the 184 deputies they 
need for a quorum and are 
most unlikely to gain fee 
majority accessary jb put off 
the polls. 

Parliament broke up last 
month ahead of fee election. 

The petition called for 
debate on ways of ending 
fighting in the southeast fol- 
lowing the capture in Kenya 
last month of Kurdish sepa- 
ratist guerrilla chief Abdullah 
Ocalan. Ecevit and others see 
a deeper political conspiracy, 
but fee argument for legisla- 
tive action carries some 
weight. 

President Suleyman 
Demirel has called for parlia- 
ment to act before the elec- 
tions to bring home our “chil- 
dren in fee mountains” — a 
reference to the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) guerril- 
las still hiding away in the 
southeast 

He uiged swift passing of 
an amnesty to encourage 
them to surrender before 
spring, when fighting would 
normally intensify. 

There have also been calls 
for parliament to remove fee 


military representative from 
fee tribunal that will try 
Ocalan for treason. The 
three-man national security 
courts have been criticised by 
European human rights 
groups because of the role of 
the military. 

Ecevit made it dear he saw 
fee reference to the Kurdish 
conflict as a pretext for pur- 
suing a personal feud. 

“They are using it as a sub- 
ject of bargaining and this 
could open fee way to very 
dangerous results. 

“Everyone knows their real 
aim is to postpone fee elec- 
tions. 

I hope this attempt in par- 
liament will be ineffective 
and pass over like a small 
tremor.” The military, which 
carries great weight in Turk- 
ish politics, had been less 
than enthusiastic about the 
April polls. 

However, wife fee cam- 
paign now in full swing, fee 
generals would be unlikely to 
countenance postponement. 


BRIEFS 


Saudi king’s wife dies 

RIYADH (AFP) — The 
first wife of Saudi King 
Fahd. Princess Anud 
Bent Abdul Aziz Ben 
Jiluwi. has died in the 
United States after a long 
illness, a source close to 
fee royal family said 
Tuesday. The princess 
underwent more than a 
year of medical treatment 
in Los Angeles, the 
source said, without giv- 
ing her age or illness. Her 
body was to be flown 
home on Wednesday, two 
days after her death. 

Sudan sends 1,000 
recruits to war 

KH ARTOUM ( R ) — The 
Sudanese government 
has sent at least one thou- 
sand recruits to war 
fronts where its forces are 
fighting fee rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLAl and its allies in 
fee opposition National 
Democratic Alliance. 
President Omar Hassan 
AJ Bashir attended a cer- 
emony on Monday for 
fee departing convoys of 
Popular Defence Force 
(PDF) Fighters, a para- 
military force formed in 
November 1989 to fight 
alongside fee regular 
armed forces against the 
SPLA. 

Envoy in Ankara 
to defuse tension 
with Greece 

ANKARA (AFP) — A 
U.S. envoy for Cypnis 
held talks wife senior 
Turkish officials here on 
Tuesday in a bid to try and 
defuse recent tension 
between Ankara and 
Athens over captured 
Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan and his 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). “We have had 
detailed talks with Greece 
over fee PKK...We con- 
sider the PKK a terrorist 
organisation and Ocalan a 
terrorist. There is no con- 
fusion on our part," 
Thomas Miller said after 
meeting Turkish Foreign 
Minister Umail Cem. 

Gulf ministers 
to meet on Iraq 

DUBAI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab foreign ministers 
are to meet in Riyadh on 
Sunday for talks focused 
on Iraq, ahead of an Arab 
League ministerial meet- 
ing. a Gulf official said 
Tuesday. The official, 
who asked not to be 
named, told AFP fee min- 
isters of fee six Gulf 
states would aim to draw 
up a joint stand on Iraq 
before fee Arab League 
meeting in Cairo ~on 
March 17- IS. 






■IORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 47731 1 1 -19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

19:10 News headlines 

19 £5 Doc. — Perspective 

20:00 News in Arabic i Channel 
2 links up with channel 1 > 

20:30 Programme on the late 
His Majesty King Hussein 
21:00 Islamic History in Jordan 
21:30 ...On the Banks of Jordan 

22:00 News in English 

22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 
graphic 

23:00 ..News in Arabic (Chan- 
nel 2 links up with channel 1 ) 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:32 Fajr 

05:49 (Sunrise)Duha 

11:46 Dhuhr 

15:07 'Asr 

17:43 Maghreb 

19:00 /Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 175 1. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5S65897 


JORDAN Tliyi^lDAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


GermaD-speakuag Evangelical 

and seas calm. 


Congregation TeL 5688404 



The Evangelical Local Church 

Amman 

07/14 

in Amman TeL 5SI 1295 

Aqaba 

12 /■»•> 

Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 

Deserts 

06/16 

ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 

Jordan Valley 

11/20 

St John the Baptist at De la 



Salle College TeL 5661757 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Church of the Annunciation 

Amman 20. 

Aqaba 26. 

Tel 4637440 

Humidity readings: Amman 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

28 per cent. 

Aqaba 31 per 

4646138 

cent. 


Church of Presentation, Swei- 



fieh Tel. 5920146 

Following are 

the tempera- 

The Uniate Catholic Church 

tures expected today in the fol- 

Tet 4624757 

lowing areas: 


The Engllsh-I jnguage 



Catholic Parish Td. 4614190 

Ajloun 

04/11 

Evangelical Free Church TeL 

Jerash 

08/16 

4892679 

Um Qays 

06/15 

The Baptist Church Td. 

Madaba 

06/16 

4628052 

Petra 

08/18 

The Armenian Catholic 

Dead Sea 

12/24 


Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 

Temperatures will drop signif- 
icantly and skies becoming 
partly cloudy to cloudy. Inter- 
mittent rainfall is expected 
with winds westerly moderate 
Co active. In Aqaba, it will be 
moderate, skies partly cloudy, 
winds northerly moderate. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin..4748563 
Dr. Abdul Uadi Tayyim46201 15 

Dr. Farouq Nour. >5601719 

Dr. Hatim Hannoun ..5153776 

AMMAN: 

Ftras Pharmacy 5661912 

A1 Salami Pharmacy 4636730 


Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBLD: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh (02)250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah SaffarinL. 1.05)987565 
Palestine Pharmacy ..(05)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre,. ...4637 1 1 1 
Gvfl Defence Depurtmexir 56611 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — .. 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 1 99 
Rescue Mae 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade _46I7t01 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police. -.5343402 

Traffic olice. .4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints -..5605800 

Price Complaints -566U76 

Wto&Seswa^Con^iMS 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 4787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) .. .. 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs -5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773111 

Radio Jordan 477411 1 

Water Authority - .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 


Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Aiipon -44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli — .5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre. JS56856 

Luzmila — 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity .4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman M Menu ty. -4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. —4636140 

Palestine. Sbmeisani .5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordun Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army.Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607 1 55 

AlArmI Cancer Centre „5353000 
ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt Hospital 

— - — — (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— - (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

— 109)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 


Roman 


Ibn 


( 02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 

( 02)272275 

Al Nafees Hospital 


1 02 ) 7 101 372 , ( 02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 
( 02 ) 710283 1 .( 02 ) 71020(1 


Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian {RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44153200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201 -5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian fRJ) 

Flights 

07 JO Damascus (RJ) 

08:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


09:55 Lamaca < RJ ) 

15:00 .New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:30 ..Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:55 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJi 
18:00 London, Brussels (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

18:55 Paris, Berlin tRJ) 

23 ; I0 Beirut (RJ) 

*3:59 Cairo t'Rj) 

05:45 Jeddah t add ) t'Rj) 

Other Flights 

Cairo IMS) 

10:5 ® Jeddah (SV) 

12:20 Kuwait »KU> 

13:10 Tunis (TU) 

13:20 Bahrain (GF) 

W:30 Milan ( AZ) 

13:05 Vienna (OS) 

13:30 Algiers (AH) 

16:45 Paris (IY) 

18:05 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PKj 

^ :4 ° BeirunMEi 

20:30 Frankfurt (LH) 

00:55 London, Damascus (BA) 

01:25 Athens <OA) 

02:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

,an * vi ng at QAIAi 

ItirtXLAqaha (arriving at Marta 
Airport )(RWj 

(RW) ^ (arrivh S 31 QAIA) 

Tel Aviv living at 
QAIAnRW) * 


DEPARTURES 

Lamaca (RJ) 

08:25 . Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

09:45 Rome (RJ) 

11 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut tRJ) 

20:00 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

?J :25 Cairo (RJ) 

~ 0:3S New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 -..Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

00:45 Sanaa (add i (RJ) 

Other Flights 

Lamaca (CY) 

JK>:50 Damascus, London (BA) 

Paris (AF) 

J!*?® Cairo (MS) 

i-:00 ..Medina, Jeddah (SV) 

Jjir“ Kuwait (KU) 

-Tunis (TU) 

I 'll Vienna (OS) 

Sanaa (IVj 

Jrt r? Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

«!« Beirut (ME) 

Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

US JO Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
POrtHRW) 

L3:30 Gaza (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

16:30 Te[ Aviv (from Maria Air- 


6 



* ' u ^h ,, 


Home News 


Jordan Times,. Wednesday, March 10, 1999 




hid 


| . Briefs 

Bahraini emir receives Prince Hassan 

MANAR\ (Petra) — Bahraini Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa 
™ “5™ ^ved Monday HRH Prince Hassan, who 
ottered his condolences on the passing away of Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman AJ Khahfeh. Sheikh Hamad expressed appreciation for 
ftnxE Hassan s kind gesture. The Pnnce was accompanied 
Monday by former prime minister Abdul Salam Majali, Sharif 
tTl. ^ asser ^ former information minister Nasser 
Judeh. Sheikh Salman Ben Hamad A1 Khalifeh and several min- 
isters and senior officials received the Jordanian delegation at the 
airport. 

Prince Ali meets UAE minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Ali, president of the Jordan 
Football Association, Tuesday received foe United Arab RmL 
, rates Minister of Information and Culture Sheikh Abdullah Ben 
" Zayed A1 Nahayan at the Royal Court. They discussed scopes of 
bflaieral cooperation in foe sports and youth fields. Sheikh 
Abdullah heads the UAE Football Federation. 

Premier inspects water ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh Tuesday said water issues top the government’s 
agenda and called for unifying efforts to provide water to all 
citizens and to secure new resources. During an inspection of 
the Ministry of Water and Irrigation yesterday. Rawabdeh 
stressed foe importance of collecting accurate information in 
assessing the current water situation. In presenting a briefing 
to the premier on ministry operations, Minister Kamel 
Mahadin said an emergency plan would be form ulated if nec- 
essary to find solutions to any problems in the water sector: 

Royal Court appointments 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two Royal Decrees were issued Tuesday 
appointing Samir Zeid Rifai as Secretary General of the Royal 
^ Court and Ibtnhim Ra’ef Saoud Nabilsi as Director of the Chief 
* of foe Royal Court’s office. 

World Bank delegation visits Rafua’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social and Administrative 
Development Faisal Rafua' Tuesday reviewed with Chief Cham- 
berlain HRH Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid the ministry's plan< to 
address social imbalances. Prince Ra'd called at the ministry to 
congratulate Rafua’ on his appointment and stressed the need for 
special care of the handicapped and for focusing on community- 
fcosed rehabilitation. In another meeting with a World Bank del- 
egation, Rafua' reviewed the ministry's programmes to improve 
the lives of Jordanians. The delegation stressed their support for 
the ministry's drive to implement the social safety net, through 
fighting poverty and unemployment. 

SSC reaps JD76.4m in 1998 profits 

.AMMAN (Pena) — Labour Minister Ed Fayez Tuesday 
chaired an SSC Board of Directors meeting and was briefed 
a on its activities by Director General Safwan Touqan. Touqan 
" said 240,000 labourers and employees working in 12,600 
companies and institutions are covered by foe SSC law. He 
said the SSC spends more than JD4 million monthly to pay 
salaries to retirees. Touqan pointed out that SSC investments 
have. exceeded JDl.l billion and that profits on these invest- 
ments in 1998 totalled JD76J> million. 


What's Going On 


LECTURE 

• “Beethoven Synqjhonie Nr. 2 D-Dur" by von Helmut 
Binkaid (in English) at the National Music Conservatory ai6:00 

PJ1L SPECIAL PROGRAMMING 

• Jordan Television Channel Two special interview with 
economist Dr Taher Kanaan at 830 pm (This programme is part 
of a special interview series, hosted by Rami Khourl examining 
the lessons learned from the life and reign of King Hussein, Jor- 
dan's political economic and social situation and how the legacy 
of King Hussein is relevant to foe country's national challenges at 
foe beginning of foe reign of His Majesty King Abdullah. The 
interviews will be broadcast evay Monday and Wednesday at 
8:30 p.m. on Channel 2 All interviews are in English with Arabic 
subtitles). 


Correction 

The headline “Minor in custody for stabbing death of sis- 
ter" (JT, p. 3, March 9, 1999) should have read, “Minor in 
custody for shooting death of sister.” The Jordan Times 
regrets the error and apologises for any inconvenience this 
raav have caused our readers. 



Representatives of diplomatic missions, international agencies and regional 
organisations visited the Jordanian Hashemite Fund for Human Develop- 
ment on Monday to pay condolences to HRH Princess Basma Bint Talal. j 
Princess Basma expressed her gratitude of the organisations' supportive role I 


over the years and for their solidarity with JordanT The Princess sai 
is embarking on a new phase by adopting a new title reflecting i 
ment to the humanitarian vision of the late King Hussein. 


said the fund 
e its commit- 


Education Ministry to begin 
distribution of day meals 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — The Education 
Ministry will start distributing 
day meals to nearly 10.100 mal- 
nourished students in 123 
schools to help boost their psy- 
chological and physical perfor- 
mance, Mahmoud Masad. the 
ministry’s director general said 
on Tuesday. 

The meal distribution plan, set 
lo begin in April is part of a pro- 
gramme launched last month in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Planning. 

The JD 773.000 project also 
aims to raise awareness among 
students and their parents of the 
importance of nutrion and will 
be implemented over the com- 
ing year in poverty-stricken 
areas of the country. 

“Students from the first to foe 
third grades, six to nine years of 
age. will receive a daily morn- 
ing meal which consists of a 


specially-prepared milk with 
added vitamins, biscuits and 
fruit," Masad told the Jordan 
Times. 

Poverty, officially estimated at 
30 per cent, and its by-products 
of illiteracy and malnutrition are 
on the rise in the Kingdom. 

Studies indicate that iodine 
and iron defeeiency and malnu- 
trition among children will 
adversely affect their perfor- 
mance and motivation to team, 
and expose them to disease. 

'Malnourished students' per- 
formance is unsatisfactory. The 
meal will help enhance their 
learning skills and boost their 
performance ” he added. 

“We focused on children 
mainly because they are most in 
need of nutrition.” Masad told 
the Jordan Times. 

“As a first step, students 
attending foe poorest schools in 
Deir Alla, South Shouneh. 
Aqaba, Tafileh, and foe North- 


ern Badia will receive meals,” 
he said. 

He added that the ministry 
plans to cover more schools so 
that more students will benefit. 

"The funds are secured for 
this year and we are optimistic 
about securing more funds for 
□ext year since the project is in 
line -with the government’s 
efforts to extend its social safety 
net,” Masad said. 

The plan will be implemented 
over 10 years at an estimated 
cost of JD698 million. It covets 
die country's less-developed 
regions, including 13 Palestin- 
ian refugee camps. 

The Education Ministry over 
the last few months has kicked 
off a string of pilot projects to 
help rehabilitate some of Jor- 
dan's dropouts and to help other 
public school students to earn 
income as either entrepreneuers 
or employees. 


Tafileh in need of forensic doctors 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — The bodies of 
deceased Tafileh residents often 
wait for days before an autopsy 
is performed to determine die 
cause of death, Tafileh officials 
have complained. 

“Since 1997, then? has been 
no official forensic doctor in the 
Tafileh govemorate,” Tafileh 
Governor Nayef Njadat told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

“People who died from natur- 
al causes used to be examined 
by general practitioners, while 
those who died in suspicious 
circumstances were examined 
by a forensic doctor in Tafileh," 
Njadat said. 

“Now, cases are sent to the 
Karak govemorate, where there 
is a resident forensic doctor, or 
to the National Centre of Foren- 
sic Medicine in Amman, before- 
a certificate of death is issued," 
Njadat added. 

Njadat said responsible offi- 
cials in Amman have submitted 
Tbfileh’s case to officials at the 
Ministry of Health and the 
forensics centre, who promised 
to supply a forensic doctor 


when one becomes available. 

'They said that no specialised 
forensic doctors are available, 
and we are still waiting for them 
to uphold their promise,” he 
said. 

Director General of the 
Tafileh Department of Health 
Ghazi Marayat said he called 
responsible health officials from 
several departments two weeks 
ago. “They said that they will 
supply us with a forensic doctor 
when available," be said. 

He added that the National 
Centre of Forensic Medicine 
and the Ministry of Health both 
suffer a shortage of forensic 
doctors. 

“There is a training course for 
forensic doctors at the forensics 
centre, and we are waiting for 
them to finish the course to send 
us one," Marayat said. 

Marayat said, “relatives of the 
dead who are sent to other gov- 
emorates or to the capital for an 
autopsy are suffering and com- 
plaining about this situation." 

According to Islamic custom, 
foe deceased should be buried 
before the sunset an the day 
after death. 


According to Marayat, the 
number of deceased requiring 
an autopsy are few. 

“When we do have such 
cases, either foe Karak forensic 
doctor comes to examine the 
copse, or the forensics centre 
sends a ream of doctors. Alter- 
natively, we send corpses to 
other govemorates who have 
forensic doctors. In cases where 
an autopsy is not required, a 
body is admitted to a general 
practi oners,” Marayat said. 

Vice President of the National 
Centre of Forensic Medicine 
Mohammad Nazzal said, “there 
are rare cases of cadavers 
requiring an autopsy in foe 
Tafileh govemorate itself.” 

“We can handle the situation 
there by sending a team of 
forensic doctors from Amman, 
or we can request the assistance 
of foe Karak forensic doctor,” 
Nazzal told the Jordan Tiroes. 

“We will try to supply the 
Tafileh govemorate with a 
forensic doctor when available, 
as there are not enough well- 
trained forensic doctors at pre- 
sent,” Nazzal added. 


PM urges joint efforts 
to stave off recession 


ByThreqAyyoub 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh on 
Tuesday urged private sector 
representatives to join forces 
with the government to find 
solutions to Jordan’s economic 
recession. 

Rawabdeh, who spoke at 
separate meetings with both 
the chambers of commerce and 
industry and the Jordan Busi- 
nessmen’s Association. said his 
newly-appointed government 
is ready to launch a dialogue 
with the private sector to 
improve the performance of 
the economy. 

“A joint dialogue will enable 
us to find solutions that will 
serve the interests of the coun- 
try and its citizens,” the pre- 
mier told Amman Chamber of 
Commerce council members 
in his first meeting with private 
sector representatives. 

In his letter of designation to 
the 60-year-old premier. His 
Majesty King Abdullah urged 
the 22-member Cabinet to 
work to bring the recession to 
an end and find solutions to 
eradicate poverty and unem- 
ployment He also instructed 
them to find ways to attract 
more investments to die King- 
dom. 

Government figures indicate 
that one in every five Jordanian 
lives below the poverty line. 
Unemployment stands official- 
ly at 1 6 per cent and unofficial- 
ly at 27 per cent. 

Recent statistics have indi- 
cated that economic growth 


rales in the past two years have 
fallen far below foe expecta- 
tions forecast by the economic 
restructuring programme that 
Jordan signed with the B ration 
Woods institutions. 

During his meetings yester- 
day, Rawabdeh noted that most 
government spending was 
channelled to limited income 
groups in the society. He added 
foal any decline in ’public rev- 
enues will negatively affect this 
socio-economic stratum of 
society. 

The premier was referring to 
repeated demands by the pri- 
vate sector not to impose new 
taxes. The private sector has 
urged the government not to 
implement a proposed increase 
in value added tax that would 
be offset by a lifting of customs 
levied on industrial inputs. 

The government argues that 
lifting customs will cost the 
treasury JD35 million; a loss 
foal it says could be recovered 
if the value added tax. current- 
ly 10 per cent, is increased 
from two to three per cent. 

During talks with Rawabdeh, 
the business community urged 
the government to speed up 
plans to lift taxes on industrial 
inputs. 

Businessmen also urged the 
prime minister not to yield to 
what they described as “pres- 
sure" to reduce trade with Iraq, 
the Kingdom's largest bilateral 
trading partner. 

Earlier this year, die govern- 
ment of Fayez Tarawneh 
shaved $55 million off foe 
trade protocol between 


Amman and Baghdad due to 
the decline in world oil prices, 
bringing the $255 million pro- 
tocol to $200 million. 

During the meeting with 
Rawabdeh, private sector rep- 
resentatives urged the govern- 
ment to pressure the Israeli 
government to ease trade barri- 
ers blocking foe flow of Jor- 
danian goods to foe Palestinian 
markets. 

They also asked the govern- 
ment to protect national indus- 
tries from what they describe 
as an influx of foreign goods to 
the Kingdom “which endanger 
national industries.” 

Businessmen also said trade 
agreements with some Arab 
states, especially Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and Tunisia, 
should be activated. Trade 
agreements with these states 
include mutual tax exemption 
clauses. 

They said the business com- 
munity supports the govern- 
ment's privatisation plans, but 
believes privatisation should be 
carried out within a "well- 
defined framework" that gives 
priority to Jordanian and Arab 
investors. 

They also urged Rawabdeh 
to reconsider a plan put forth 
by the previous government to 
mtroduce a two-day weekend. 

Rawabdeh told members of 
the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try that the two-day weekend 
“was not one of the priorities of 
his government.” He did not 
elaborate. 


NES students protest tuition hike 


By Dana Charkasi 

AMMAN — High school 
students at Amman's New 
English School tNES) yes- 
terday tried to continue 
their fourth day of strike in 
protest of what they and 
their parents say are steep 
tuition increases set by the 
school for the next scholas- 
tic year. 

For A-level students the 
tuitition fees will be 
increased by around 17 per 
cent. 

“Our parents do not lay 
golden eggs” was the mes- 
sage children wrote on 
cardboard placards present- 
ed to the school’s manage- 
ment. 

"We know that a school is 
not a charitable society, but 
fees have to be reason- 
able," said a father who 
refused to be named for 
fear that his child might 
suffer mistreatment by the 
school's management. 

“I wonder why the gov- 
ernment does not inter- 
fere," he said. 

Students have com- 
plained that some teachers 
have threatened them with 
expulsion if they do not 
return to classes. 

A delegation of students 
on Monday met with the 
NES management and pre- 
sented them with a letter 
listing their demands for 
tuition, which were accom- 
panied by demands for bet- 


ter food in the cantine, bet- 
ter teachers and learning 
materials and the upgrading 
of the school budding in 
general and the toilets in 
particular, which one par- 
ent described as “worse 
than public toilets.” 

At the end of the meeting, 
management said it would 
look into the students’ 
demands but said it could 
make no promises. 

'The general condition of 
the school is terrible. The 
curtains are torn, and the 
top floor is not heated. We 
worked in coats. The 
administration section on 
the other hand is boiling." a 
teacher said speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

“We have been promised 
all improvements [in these 
things] for a long time, but 
nothing is happening," a 
parent told the Jordan 
Times. 

Witnesses claim that in 
the Senior School English 
Department, only about 
two out of 12 teachers are 
native English speakers. In 
the secondary school 10-12 
out of more than 100 teach- 
ers are foreign. 

“A lot of teachers can't 
speak proper English,” 
complained a female stu- 
dent. 

Some teachers sympa- 
thised with the students’ 
requirements but were 
afraid to support them, say- 
ing they feared losing their 


jobs. 

“I have one student in the 
10th grade whose parents 
are not exactly well-off. 
The parents pay JD2.000 
now for their child's middle 
school education. Next 
year he’ll enter the A-level 
and the parents will have to 
pay JD3,500 instead of the 
JD3.000 parents currently 
pay for foe A-level,” foe 
teacher said. 

“They say they are trying 
to improve the quality of 
foe staff by hiring experts 
who are expensive and 
therefore they need more 
money. Last year, five 
expatriates left and they 
replaced them with only 
one expatriate,” the teacher 
added. 

One female student 
charged that school text- 
books — which are 
expense in addition to 
tuition — are often not 
originals, but photocopies. 

“I would change school 
if I could. But the problem 
is that foe A-level consists 
of a two-year course. Since 
I’ve started it, it would be 
difficult to quit and restart 
somewhere else,” said the 
student. 

“My children have been 
living abroad most of their 
lives, they don’t know Ara- 
bic very well. There are 
only a few schools that 
offer foe A-level, that’s 
why I can't let them change 
schools," said one mother. 


Jordan’s private hospitals find stiff competition in a limited market 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — Jordan’s private hos- 
pitals are scrambling to lure patients 
to fill most of their beds, left empty 
due to an oversupply of beds, result- 
ing from rash decisions to build pri- 
vate medical institutes over the last 
10 years. 

Physicians said lack of a clear and 
coordinated policy between Jor- 
dan’s 74 private and public hospitals 
has resulted in costly hospitals offer- 
- ing similar services. 

• Three more hospitals are under 
construction. 

“Some hospitals are in debt partly 
because investment was based on 
banking loans, while others face 
financial problems because they are 
equipped with the latest technology 
which haimed their budget.” said 
Farced Masarweh, Hospital Admin- 
istrator 3i the Amman Surgical Hos- 
pital a multi-million dinar enter- 
prise owned by a group of private 
doctors. 

“There is severe competition 
among die country's hospitals, 
especially since most have deveL 
m oped and upgraded their farihnes. 
he told the Jordan Times. 

“In some hospitals, revenues are 
nor enough to cover their opera- 


Hospital beds 
are not equally 
distributed in 
Jordan, with the 
bulk found 
in Amman — a 
consequence of 
unplanned 
investment, 
a lack of 
feasibility studies 
and general 
mismanagement 
of the sector 
— Mahmoud Taher 


tional cost,” be added. 

Deep economic recession brought 
to Jordan in foe wake of the 1990- 
1991 Gulf crisis and alleged abuse 
by some ‘‘unscrupulous” physicians 
of non-Jordanian patients who flock 
to foe country from neighbouring 
Arab Gulf states and impoverished 
Yemen, have also dealt a heavy 

blow to the credibility of many 
medical facilities, doctors added 

The state subsided, army-run 
Royal Medical Services (RMS) 
which treats nearly 1.6 million mili- 
taiy personnel and their families 
under a health insurance scheme 
introduced in 1 963, is also emerging 
as a main competitor to private sec- 
tor hospitals. 

The RMS also treats employees 
working in large firms, such as foe 
Royal Jordanian, which choose to 
send their employees to the RMS 
instead of private sector medical 
facilities, avoiding to Mahmoud 
Taher, chairman of the Private Hos- 
pital Society (PHS.l. 

“The RMS waiting list is growing 

and is overloaded with patients who 
should have been treated in private 
sector hospitals,” he told the Jordan 
times. 

Jordan’s 52 private hospitals, 
most of which sprouted up in foe 


late 1980 and 1990s, offer treatment 
as varied as neurosurgery, cardiac 
care and scopic surgery to rnicro- 
insemination, and all variety of plas- 
tic surgery, performed by foreign- 
trained doctors. 

But in a country where foe annual 
per capital income of a Jordanian is 
JD 1,400, health officials estimate 
that only one million of the King- 
dom’s 4.6 million people can afford 
treatment at private hospitals. 

“Private hospitals boast 3,000 
beds, a relatively high figure given 
the fact that foe number of patients 
is limited,” be said. 

Taher said hospital beds are not 
equally distributed across Jordan, 
with the bulk found in Amman — a 
consequence of unplanned invest- 
ment, a lack of feasibility studies 
and general mismanagement of foe 
sector 

"The high number of beds is cre- 
ating unhealthy competition and 
this will negatively impact medical 
care standards.” he stressed. 

According to a 1997-1998 Worid 
Bank surety on Jordan’s health sec- 
tor; the Kingdom spends about eight 
per cent of its gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) on health care. 

'This amount is well in excess of 
most middle-income and even 


some Western industrialised coun- 
tries," it said. 

The study highlighted that “while 
the health system performs relative- 
ly well in terms of overall access 
and outcomes, it is expensive and 
inefficient, and there are geographic 
maldistributions of resources." 

The rapid growth in foe private 
sector suggests dissatisfaction with 
the services provided through foe 
public sector and is leading towards 
a two-tiered system of care, accord- 
ing to the study. 

"Those who can afford to pay go 
to the private sector while those 
who cannot are relegated to the pub- 
lic health facilities.’' 

Neatly 12 million civil servants 
and their families benefit from a 
health insurance scheme introduced 
in 1965 by the Ministry of Health 

and are treated at its 22 hospitals and 
at its nearly 1 ,000 outpatient depart- 
ments. 

Others who seek treatment in the 
public sector but are nor covered by 
foe scheme have to pay nominal 
fees — covering up to 15 percent of 
the actual cost of treatment. 

Successive governments have 
mulled over the idea of introducing 
a national health insurance scheme 
that would present more than one 


million extra Jordanians with the 
option to be covered by foe plan and 
to cut down a further waste of funds. 

The occupancy rare at the health 
ministry's hospitals is 63 per cent 
compared to 52 per cent at private 
hospitals. 

Tiber called for a comprehensive 
plan to regulate the expansion of 
health care services and to establish 
cooperation between the private and 
public sectors. 

“Cooperation will boost the occu- 
pancy rate in the private sector and 
will reduce stress on the public 
facilities.” 

Jihad Baighouti, chief executive 
officer and chairman of the board at 
the Amman Surgical Hospital 
stressed the need to set up a senior 
medical committee comprising rep- 
resentatives from RMS, foe Univer- 
sity of Jordan Hospital, the Health 
Ministry and private institutes to 
regulate foe woric of the private sec- 
tor. 

“The comminee should regulate 
and coordinate health care in the 
Kingdom and it win decide how 
many hospitals we need, how to run 
them and how to increase the stan- 
dard of medical care as a whole,” 
said Baighouti an eat; nose and 
throat specialist. 


“Cooperation among all medical 
institutions will help market health 
care services to neighbouring coun- 
tries, achieve cooperation between 
medical institutions and boost foe 
occupancy rate,” Baighouti added. 
“All doctors will benefit." 

Doctors say some 15 per cent of 
patterns being treated at private hos- 
pitals are Arabs of other nationali- 
ties — mainly from Yemen, Syria, 
Palestinian self-rule areas, Libya. 
Iraq, Algeria and Saudi Arabia. 

“Up to three per cent of non-Jor- 
danian patients who come to Jordan 
for treatment on an individual basis 
are often financially abused,” said 
Baighouti. 

‘This has affected the reputation 
of private hospitals. Now these 
patients prefer to go to Germany 
and Lebanon fa- treatment.” 

However, he added, “if we 
improve our ethics with non-Jorda- 
nians, and decrease medical abuse, 
the number of patients will 
ircrease," he stressed. 

The Jordan Medical Association 
has to play an active role in chang- 
ing professional rules to organise 
medical practice and to deal with 
foe problems in foe private sector; 
he said. 
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Former French 
PM acquitted in 
blood scandal 


PARIS (API — Former 
Prime Minister Laurent 
Fabius and another minister 
were acquitted Tuesday in 
France's highly charged 
tainted blood scandal, but a 
third minister was convict- 
ed for his role in the HTV 
contaminations. 

In what was clearly a 
compromise verdict, former 
Health Minister Edmond 
Herve was given no penalty 
despite his conviction. 

Judge Chrisdan ie 
Gunehec said that due to 
the length of the scandal, 
Herve had not benefited 
from the “presumption of 
innocence to which he is 
entitled." 

The court of justice of the 
republic acquitted Herve's 
superior. Social Affairs 
Minister Georgina Dufoix. 
along with Fabius, for her 
role in the contamination of 
seven people who were 
transfused with HIV-tainted 
blood in 1985. 

The ruling by die special- 
ly constituted court came in 
a painful, protracted case 
infused with both cold poli- 
ces and raw emodon. 

For the defendants, the 
trial was a chance to finally 
clear their names. Their 
accusers saw it as a long- 
overdue moment of reckon- 
ing for ministers who, they 
say. badly abused the peo- 
ple's faith. 

It was a scandal that 
shook France's health sys- 
tem to the core: about 4.000 
people contracted the AIDS 


virus from transfusions in 
the mid-1980s. Hundreds 
later died. 

During 10 days of debate, 
the court, made up of three 
judges and 12 legislators, 
was asked to untangle a 
complex file detailing the 
state of medical knowledge 
about AIDS in the raid- 
1 980s. and what France 
was doing to fight the dis- 
ease. 

The court was the first 
since] World War II to try 
ministers for crimes 
allegedly committed in 
office 

Fatjius, Herve and Dufoix 
were | charged in connection 
with ■ the AIDS deaths of 
five people and the contam- 
ination of two others during 
a key! period in 1985. 

Charged with manslaugh- 
ter arid “attacking the phys- 
ical I integrity of others." 
they Risked up to five years 
in prison and a maximum 
fine of 500,000 francs 
($90,000). 

He(ve. the lowest-ranked 
of ^he defendants, was 
accused by an investigating 
comrpission of “strangely 
apathetic behaviour," which 
led tp keeping unsterilised 
blood products in stock 
after it was known they 
could be contaminated. 

Dufoix and Herve were 
also [accused of a delay in 
making available imported 
— and costly — heated 
blood products, and of neg- 
ligence in the screening of 
blood donors. 


All three, and Fabius in 
particular, were accused of 
a strategy of favouritism 
that delayed systematic 
testing for AIDS, waiting 
for development of a 
French-made test when an 
American one was avail- 
able months earlier. 

The defendants stressed 
they never knowingly 
approved the use of conta- 
minated blood products, 
and never put commercial 
concerns ahead of health. 

4 ‘Never did financial con- 
siderations block important 
decisions." Herve testified. 
“Tlhe uncertainties were 
very big at a rime when sci- 
entific knowledge was hesi- 
tant." 

the most emotional testi- 
mony came from the vic- 
tims. 

[You, without doubt, still 
dream of being president 
ode day, so you wait for this 
cojurt to acquit you.” Sylvie 
Rouy. 35. told Fabius. who 
has higher political ambi- 
tidns. 

jl don't want your com- 
passion. I want to know 
wlay I was infected," Rouy 
testified from her wheel- 
chair. She was contaminat- 
during an August 1985 
fusion while giving 

tate prosecutor Jean- 
Frhncois Burgelin called for 
all charges to be dropped, 
saving die affair reflected 
“afi immense breakdown of 
nch medicine" and was- 
the fault of politicians. 


Police arrest Basque militant, 
5 others, during Aznar visit 


PARIS (API — Police 
Tuesday arrested the head of 
the military wing of the 
Basque separatist group 
ETA, on the same day 
Spanish Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Aznar was visiting the 
French capital. 

Police nabbed Javier 
Arizcuren-Ruiz, also known 
as “Kantauri.’’ as he left a 
hotel in east Paris. In total, 
six alleged ETA members 
were arrested in two sepa- 
rate raids. 

Kantauri, being investigat- 
ed for an alleged role in 18 
killings during ETA's armed 
struggle, is accused of 
ordering the failed 1995 
assassination of Spain's 
King Juan Carlos. 

Three others were arrested 
alongside Kantauri. Another 
two were arrested after leav- 
ing an apartment in south- 
west Paris, which is suspect- 
ed of being a logistical cen- 
tre for the ETA movement in 
Paris. 

All six had been under 
close surveillance this week 


and were armed, police said. 
Spain said it would seek the 
extradition of at least four of 
them, including Kantauri. 

ETA — the initials in the 
Basque language for Basque 
Homeland and Freedom — 
has killed nearly 800 people 
during its 3 1 -year campaign 
for independence. 

The group has been 
observing a truce since SepL 
1 8. and there has been spec- 
ulation it will announce a 
definitive ceasefire later this 
year. 

Since the truce. Aznar has 
said he is willing to hold 
peace talks with ETA. but 
has refused to consider dis- 
cussing its demand of seces- 
sion from Spain. 

One of the other five 
arrested was Irantzu 
Gallastegui Sodupe, accused 
of participating in the 
killings of Basque politi- 
cians Fernando Mugica and 
Miguel Angel Blanco. 

The other four were identi- 
fied as Jesus Maria Puy 
Lecumberry, Mike! 


Zubimendi Besarasategui. 
Jote Ignacio Henanz Bilbao 
and Juan Maria Sampedro 
Bfcinco. 

Aznar was meeting with 
jFrench Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin at midday, and 
llajer with President Jacques 
iCnirac, before leaving later 
in the afternoon for 
Strasbourg, in east France, 
wjiere he was to meet with 
officials of his Partido 
Popular. 

£ ed about ETA's truce 
an interview in 
( esday's edition of 
French daily Le Monde, 
Ainar said that “every day 
without a death is a step for- 
wW.” 

•'But it would be very 
naive to think that after 30 
years of terrorism every- 
thing can be resolved in a 
few weeks," he was quoted 
as saying. 

“But I hope it will be 
solved over the next 10 


Chechens say Russia 
withholding information 
about kidnapped general 


GROZNY (API — Chechen 
officials Tuesday accused 
Russia of hampering an 
investigation into the kidnap- 
ping of a Russian police gen- 
eral because it refuses to share 
crucial information about his 
abductors, a news report said. 

Chechenya's deputy prose- 
cutor general. Magomed 
Magomadov. said the lack of 
cooperation into the investi- 
gation of Maj. Gen. Gennady 
Shpigun’s abduction meant 
he would probably not be 
found soon. 

Kidnappers dragged 
Shpigun off an aeroplane just 
before it was to take off last 
Friday from the Chechen cap- 
ital Grozny. So far no one has 
claimed responsibility or 
made any demands. 

The kidnapping worsened 
already tense relations 
between Moscow and 
Chechen leaders, who still 
have not settled Chechenya’s 
status following a 1994-96 


war in which the republic 
won de-facto independence. 

Interior Minister Sergei 
Stepashin ordered troop 
increases around 

Chechenya's borders and 
threatened to suspend fuel 
deliveries there. He also 
promised “extreme mea- 
sures," that could include mil- 
itary action of Shpigun isn't 
freed. 

But Magomadov said the 
threats were only hindering 
the search for Shpigun and 
said Russian investigators 
had information about his 
kidnappers they weren’t shar- 
ing with their Chechen coun- 
terparts. 

“We cannot understand 
why information about the 
terrorists is concealed from 
the Chechen law enforcement 
agencies and why ... threats 
are being made to bomb 
Chechenya and starve the 
population if Shpigun is not 
freed,” he said 


Shpigun was the most 
prominent Russian official to 
be kidnapped in Chechenya 
since last May, when 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
envoy Valentin Vlasov was 
abducted and held for six 
months. 

Russian leaders said 
Chechenya had until Monday 
night to free Shpigun. and 
planned to convene the 
Security Council this week to 
decide what to do next. 

Hardline lawmakers in 
Russia’s parliament joined 
the fray Tuesday, calling for 
military attacks against 
Chechen criminal gangs that 
have operated with virtual 
impunity in recent years. 

“It is necessary to use avia- 
tion and other efficient means 
to destroy the terrorist bases,” 
said Communist Viktor 
Ilyukhin, who heads the par- 
liament's security committee, 
according to tbe ITAR-TASS 
news agency. 









Combo photo dated Feb. 9, 1999, in Paris shows French former prime minister, 
Laurent Fabius (top), his health and social affairs minis ters of the time, Edmond 
Herve (right) and Georgina Dufoix. The three were tried on manslaughter charges 
relating to the transfusion of AIDS-tainted blood in the mid-1980s (AFP photo) 

N. Ireland leaders in fresh 
talks under new deadline 


BELFAST (AFP) — David 
Trimble and Sinn Fein chief 
Gerry Adams met for new 
talks Tuesday to'tiy to Bro- 
ker a power-sharing gov- 
ernment in ' Northern 
Ireland, but appeared no 
closer to resolving their dif- 
ferences. 

They met at Stormont, 
near Belfast, after being 
given three weeks to break 
the impasse over paramili- 
tary disarmament that has 
stalled the formation of a 
govemment. 

Monday, Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam 
gave them until Easter to 
reach agreement before she 
begins the process of 
devolving power to a 
Belfast administration. 

Before his talks with 
Trimble, the leader of 
Northern Ireland's 

Protestant majority. Adams 
and his chief negotiator 
Martin McGuinness met 
Mowlam. 

Arriving at Stormont. 
Adams said it had been a 
“mistake" for Mowlam not 
to stick to her original dead- 
line of Wednesday, and 
accused Unionists of forc- 
ing her hand. 

“We think it was because 
David Trimble — and con- 
trary to his protestations — 
threatened to walk (from 
the peace process)." Adams 
said. 

The impasse over disar- 
mament pits Trimble, who 
leads the pro-British rule 
Ulster Unionists and is the 


province’s first minister, 
against Adams, leader of 
the IRA's political wing. 

Trimble insists he wifi not 
form an executive with Sinn 
Fein aboard until the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) has 
at least begun disarming. 

Sinn Fein points to the let- 
ter of last year's accord, 
which specifies only that 
decommissioning has to be 
completed next year. 

Tbe new deadline is emo- 
tive. as it was Good Friday 
last year that leaders of the 
province’s majority 

Protestant and minority 
Roman Catholic communi- 
ties signed a historic peace 
accord. 

Since then, to frustration 
on all sides, the issue of tak- 
ing paramilitary weapons 
out of commission has 
stalled the formation of an 
executive. 

“What we now need to do 
is ensure that the new dead- 
line is kept to," Adams 
warned. 

“It is time for everyone to 
make sure that this process 
does not collapse, and we 
can do that by keeping to 
the agreements which have 
been made and not threaten- 
ing to collapse the process." 

There was little sign how- 
ever that Unionists and Sinn 
Fein were any closer to an 
agreement despite the new 
deadline. Both sides blame 
each other. 

Adams said he was head- 
ing into his meeting with 
Trimble “despite the fact 


that we think he has been 
dictating the pace and 
threatening to collapse the 
process.” 

Unionist security 

spokesman Ken Maginnis 
said he was not optimistic 
of an agreement by the new 
deadline. 

“It is going to be as diffi- 
cult for Sinn Fein to get to 
grips with reality in a fort- 
night's time as it is now." he 
tofd BBC radio. 

“They cannot come into 
the executive of a Western 
democracy with guns in 
their pockets." 

Sinn Fein chairman 
Mitchel McLaughlin retort- 
ed that Unionists were try- 
ing to renegotiate the terms 
of the Good Friday agree- 
ment. 

It was “simply not reality” 
to insist that Sinn Fein had 
the “power or the authority” 
to take the guns from the 
IRA. he told the same pro- 
gramme. 

The Trimble- Adams talks 
were the second between 
Unionists and Sinn Fein in a 
fortnight. 

A Unionist spokesman 
said they would be urging 
Sinn Fein to honour all its 
commitments under the 
accord, including the need 
to secure a hand-over of 
IRA weapons. 

He said a genuine start to 
decommissioning by both 
Catholic Republican and 
Protestant loyalist groups 
was “the last piece of the 
jigsaw." 


German parties closer to 
accord on new citizenship law 


BONN (AP) — Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder's gov- 
erning coalition and an 
opposition party have 
agreed on the outline of a 
bill modernising German 
citizenship rules, a key law- 
maker said Tuesday. 

Schroeder was forced to 
backtrack on the reform 
plan and seek a legislative 
compromise after a state 
election defeat cost his cen- 
tre-left government its 
majority in the upper house 
of parliament, where the 
states are represented. 

While the reform would 
give children of immigrants 
automatic German citizen- 
ship for the first time, gov- 
ernment plans to allow them 
also to keep their parents' 


nationality are controver- 
sial. 

Rainer Bruederle. a law- 
maker for the centre-right 
Free Democrats negotiating 
with Schroeder’s camp, said 
Tuesday both sides had 
agreed the new draft should 
allow dual nationality for 
the children at birth but 
require them to choose as 
young adults. 

The government had 
wanted to make dual citi- 
zenship the rule rather than 
the exception in a bid to 
integrate more of 
Germany’s 7.3 million for- 
eigners. about a quarter of 
them Turks. 

But rightist foes have col- 
lected more than 3 million 
signatures against dual citi- 


zenship and won an election 
in Hesse state last month, in 
effect killing the original 
plan and leaving the free 
democrats holding the cru- 
cial upper-house votes. 

Officials have said the lat- 
est draft would force dual 
passport holders to choose 
at 23, but Bruederle said on 
German television the age 
limit was still being negoti- 
ated. 

While adults in general 
would not be allowed to 
keep two passports, the bill 
contains exceptions for 
guest workers who arrived 
in Germany during the 
1960s. The government esti- 
mates about 400,000 long- 
time foreign residents would 
be affected by the clause. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Hong Kong government refuses 
mainlanders permission to stay 

HONG KONG < AFP) - The Hong Kong government 
Tuesday refused a group of mainland Chine!* who have 
outstayed their visas permission to stay unnl a t^-case 
court & can decide their fate. The mainlandem had 
eSIhe Krthorv on two-way perrmts. but refused to 
™romafter the Court of Final Appeal m January ruled that 
mainland children bom to Hong Kong^re^denLs M n^u 
of abode here. A group of more than 

i wo- week protest outside government offices to n Ju for 
the rieht to remain here until their applications for residen- 
cy could be processed. The government initial) said the 
Chinese would have to return to the mainland and apply 
through official channels - a process many sa 
years. But then in an apparent softening of ffieir stance, 
immigration authorities said they would 
vidual cases to decide whether to grant ihem recognition 
until a high court test case later this month. But a 
spokesman said Tuesday the overstayershad not teen 
granted the necessary permission without giving details of 
how many were affected by Tuesday s ruling Instead we 
urae each and every overslayer to return to the mainland 
voluntarily.” a spokesman said. The government said more 
than 200 overstayers had already left voluntarily since the 
Court of Final Appeal ruling. 

Britain grades books 
to match reader tastes 

LONDON <R) — British readers who want a novel to 
suit their mood will be able to consult an Internet data- 
base scoring books from one to 10 on humour, emotions, 
sex or violence. British librarians are awarding 1.000 
books, from classic literature to modem novels, points 
on everything from optimism to repulsiveness to enable 
readers to broaden their literary taste. The database is the 
brainchild of the Society of Chief Librarians, who have 
already given Thomas Hardy's 19-century classic Tess 
of the d’Urbervilles" just two points lor optimism and 
humour but seven for violence and 10 tor emotion. 

Floods on the rise in Hungary 

BUDAPEST (AFP) —Almost 900 people have been evac- 
uated from their homes due to heavy floods in northern 
Hungary, officials said Tuesday. Water from melting snow 
covered almost 350,000 hectares of land, threatening 200 
villages with 7.500 homes. So far. more than 30 homes 
have collapsed and several roads have been closed. In one 
town. Tiszavasvari. concerns have been raised that a huge 
chemical plant would be flooded, local officials say. 
President Arpad Goencz called for donations Monday to 
help those evacuated. Hungary was hit by cold weather last 
month which caused widespread disruption across Europe. 

Norway town encourages sex for 
New Year 2000 baby 

OSLO (R) — A Norwegian town is planning to hold an 
“erotic week'’ to encourage sex for couples wanting to have 
the first baby of the new Millennium. The local cinema in 
Otta will run erotic films, a hoiel is offering free rooms for 
couples on March 30 and a kindergarten will look after 
children overnight. “We will allow couples to stay free for 
three hours from midday as part of our erotic week.” said 
Inge Leif Larsen at the Norlandia Hotel. The offer, howev- 
er, is only for locals who are married or registered as living 
together. The region around Otta. north 'of Lillehammer 
which hosted the 1994 Winter Olympics, wants more chil- 
dren to help slow a drift to the cities. A local business group 
is offering prizes for the baby bom soonest after new year. 
A local kindergarten will offer to look after children 
overnight on Saturday. April 10. reckoning that is the key- 
date for anyone wanting a baby on Jan. I. 2000. ” We're 
sending out a letter to parents today.” said Maalfrid 
Blindheim at the Ottbragden kindergarten. "We don’t know 
how many will take up the offer.” 

Bus in Peru plunges down cliff 
killing 29 people 

LIMA (AFP) — A bus plunged down a 300 metre cliff 
in northern Peru killing 29 people on board and leaving 
five others seriously injured police said. The bus was 
heading from Julcan to the port city of Trujillo. 570 kilo- 
metres north of here, when it swerved off a mountain 
road before dawn Monday, local police said. Rescue 
crews found five critically injured survivors among 29 
bodies at the accident site. Huamachuco Police 
Commissioner David Jamin said. Road accidents 
throughout Peru have increased over the past few weeks 
due to the poor state of repair of rural roads and the wet- 
ter-man-usual summer. 

13 injured in German train collision 

G . enran > <AFPl - Thirteen people were 
mjured Tuesday when two passenger trains collided at 
Erfurt station, eastern Germany, police said, in the latest 
in a suing of accidents to tarnish the image of the state- 
2” 1 C0m P a 7- Deutsche Bahn. The locomotive and 
four cars were damaged, and one of the casualties was 
taken to hospital, they said. The cause of the accident 
was not immediately known. Deutsche Bahn has suf- 
tered more than half a dozen other accidents since the 

K^ yMr ' n lhe worst incident, two people dted 
and 34 others were injured. v H 

Philippine nun meted suspended 
jail sentence for child abuse 

Yamyamin was sentenced to beaten th™ 
years in iail but win three and five 

gaining agreement in whfchTSl^lv'f ’ “ pI ?'^ r ' 
She must report to the co„n „ appl - vfor probation. 

said. Luis lawn, a pupil at achur-h n "'“I 111, the judge 
ban Manila, said thenun held S ?°° ,n subur ' 
flung him to the flr^r kicked him b ’ the ., shin - collar - 
mered his head on a chair in and bam ’ 

discipline. The child was forced ro “ 3 fonn of 

mem-run school because of faj of SL sfer “? £ ovem - 
lodged the charges Yamvw ° . thenun - His parents 

charges but later Entered Toui !" denied ** 

talk with reporters after p declined to 

she’s a feel sad because 

victim is niv son so 1 hud to n ^' ' Inton - “ But the 
-c. deeply respected Nuns | 

nation. 15 largely Roman Catholic 
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Two Tibetan Buddhist monks chat at the entrance of a temple hall in Beijing's Lama Temple, the most renowned 
Tmetan Buddhist temple within China and the residence of a large numbers or monks from Mongolia and Tibet. 
China has stepped-up its propaganda machine in the days leading up to March 10’s 40th anniversary of the Tibetan 
uprising against Chinese rule which ended in bloodshed and exile of the Dalai Lama (AFP photo) 

China hits out at Dalai Lama 
on anniversary eve 


Holbrooke trip to Belgrade 


European hackles 


BELTING (R ) — On the eve of 
the 40th anniversary of an 
anti-Chinese uprising in Tibet 
Beijing underlined its con- 
tempt for the exiled Tibetan 
Dalai Lama Tuesday and 
insisted he was insincere about 
dialogue. 

Top Tibet official Raidi 
lashed out at the 1 989 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner as a “split- 
tist" and a “loyal tool used by 
anti-China forces." 

"The Dalai Lama is not will- 
ing to negotiate. He is afraid to 
negotiate.'* Raidi told a news 
conference during a meeting 
of the National People’s 
Congress, or parliament, in 
Beijing. 

President Jiang Zemin sur- 
prised Beijing’s critics in June 
Iasi year during a visit to China 
by U.S. President Bill Clinton 
by offering talks with the 
Dalai Lama, but only on con- 
dition that he recognise Tibet 
and Taiwan as parts of China. 


Since then, the Dalai Lama 
has said that behind-the- 
scenes attempts to open chan- 
nels of communication with 
Beijing have broken down. 

The Dalai Lama speaks of 
autonomy, not independence, 
for the Himalayan region. 

Wednesday marks the 40th 
anniversary of an armed sepa- 
ratist uprising in Tibet during 
which thousands of Tibetans 
died battling Communist 
Chinese troops. 

The Dalai Lama and most of 
his ministers fled during the 
fighting on March 17 and 
established a “govemment-in- 
exile" in India. 

In the run-up to the anniver- 
sary, China has intensified a 
propaganda campaign to 
emphasise improved living 
conditions for Tibet’s 2.5 mil- 
lion people under Chinese 
Communist rule. 

The aim is to contrast life in 
modem Tibet — with high- 


ways. electricity, schools and 
consumer goods — with back- 
wardness. slavery and feudal- 
ism under the Dalai Lama’s 
rule. 

Raidi said the Dalai Lama 
“has not done a single good 
thing for the Tibetan people.” 

“He is the chief representa- 
tive of a feudal-serfdom sys- 
tem. 

Linder his rule, the people 
were reduced to the status of 
animals." Raidi said. 

“The Dalai Lama is change- 
able. Sometimes he says he is 
willing to negotiate, some- 
times he says he is not will- 
ing," Raidi said. “He has two 
faces." 

Critics of China’s rule over 
Tibet say Beijing has system- 
atically destroyed Tibetan cul- 
ture and tortured monks and 
nuns who support the Dalai 
Lama. They say waves of 
Chinese immigrants have 
turned the capital. Lhasa, into 


a drab, Chinese-looking city. 

Chinese statistics paint a dif- 
ferent picture, showing life 
expectancy surging over the 
pasr 40 years — to 66 years 
from 35 years — grain output 
increasing and 8 1 3 per cent of 
school age children attending 
classes. 

This week the official 
Xinhua news agency 
described the Dalai Lama as 
“the major source for social 
disturbances in Tibet as well as 
the biggest obstacle to the 
establishment of the normal 
order of Tibetan Buddhism.” 

Monday marked the 10th 
anniversaiy of Beijing’s impo- 
sition of martial law in Lhasa 
following three days of anti- 
Chinese riots. 

An estimated 50 Tibetans 
were shot dead by police dur- 
ing the mayhem, and martial 
law remained in effect for 
more than a year, until May 1, 
1990. 


raises 


PRISTINA, Serbia (R) — 
European diplomats reacted 
with apprehension Tuesday 
to word that U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke was in 
Belgrade for consultations 
with Yugoslav leaders on an 
international peace plan for 
Kosovo. 

“We prefer (U.S. envoy) 
Chris Hill’s consultative 
style to Holbrooke's solo 
act." said a European diplo- 
mat in Pristina who asked 
not to be named. 

"We do not want to be 
told after the fact to sign up 
for something that 
Holbrooke has negotiated 
on his own behind closed 
doors with (Yugoslav 
President Slobodan) 

Milosevic." 

Holbrooke has been the 
U.S. State Department’s 
diplomatic weapon of last 
resort in the Balkans since 
1995 when he mediated the 
Dayton peace accoid that 
ended the Bosnian war. 

Holbrooke's deputy in the 
Dayton effort was Chris 
Hill, who is now shepherd- 
ing the Kosovo peace 
process. 

Their styles could not be 
more different. Where 
Holbrooke is tough and 
aggressive. Hill is generally 
soft-spoken. 

And if Hill impresses with 
his patience, as he did dur- 
ing 17 days of Kosovo 
peace negotiations at 
Rambouillet, France last 
month, it is Holbrooke’s 
phenomenal energy and sta- 
mina that seem to cany him 
across the finish line of 
negotiations. 

Western diplomatic 
efforts in the Balkans have 
been a three-ring circus for 
years, involving the U.S. 
government, major 

European governments and 
oiganisations, and Russia. 

Keeping so many parties 
abreast of developments in 
high-pressure negotiations 
can be a full-time job, and 
one that does not suit 
Holbrooke’s frontal assault 
style. 


Holbrooke has spent more 
time with President 
Milosevic than any senior 
Western diplomat in recent 
years and was deployed in 
Yugoslavia in October 
when NATO air strikes 
seemed certain. 

He struck a last-minute 
agreement with Milosevic 
that averted a NATO attack 
in exchange for the with- 
drawal or return to barracks 
of Serbian security forces. 
The deal has not worked. 

The ceasefire it was sup- 
posed to create has been so 
violated that the chief inter- 
national monitor, himself a 
senior U.S. diplomat, refers 
to it as “a bit of a joke.” 

Holbrooke's critics have 
been quick to pounce, com- 
plaining that the deal was 
ill-conceived from the start 


and arrived at without ade- 
quate consultation. 

Defenders say that 
Holbrooke only gets called 
in on terminal cases and 
cannot be expected to save 
every one. 

“Dick Holbrooke may not 
be eveiyone's idea of a nice 
guy but I am tired of hear- 
ing Europeans complain 
about not being consulted,” 
said an American diplomat 
in Pristina. 

“Kosovo is at heart a 
European problem and 
Europe has found every 
possible excuse not to deal 
with it... If NATO had 
enforced the ceasefire as it 
was supposed to then 
maybe the Serbs would be 
in compliance. That's not 
Holbrooke's fault.” 

Hill has adopted a more 


participatory approach as 
was plain in Rambouillet 
where he had two co-nego- 
tiators — a Russian and a 
European. 

Whether that approach 
will be successful remains 
to be seen. 

The 83-page draft peace 
accord for Kosovo that 
resulted has been approved 
in principle by the ethnic 
Albanian side, but they 
have yet to affix their signa- 
tures. 

Yugoslav and Serb 
authorities say they are 
willing to consider autono- 
my for Kosovo, but not the 
28,000 NATO ground 
troops supposed to deploy 
here to guarantee imple- 
mentation. 

Both sides have been told 
to sign the deal and present 
themselves at a follow-on 
conference in France on 
March 15 or face the conse- 
quences. In Belgrade's case 
that could include air strikes 
against military targets. 

Western diplomats specu- 
late that Holbrooke's brief 
has been drawn narrowly by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. 

“Only he and Albright 
know die actual limits of his 
authority, but I suspect he 
has been told simply to 
underscore that there is no 
deal to be made other than 
the 83-page deal that was 
completed at Rambouillet," 
said one European diplo- 
mat. 

"Because of his unique 
personal history with 
Milosevic Holbrooke is the 
best person to deliver that 
message, to tell the 
Yugoslav president that he, 
Holbrooke, cannot rescue 
the situation and that the 
Serbs must sign.” 

"If Holbrooke allows 
himself to get drawn into 
negotiating at the margins 
of something that the 
Contact Group reckons has 
already been negotiated 
then he will not be doing 
himself or the peace process 
any favours." 


‘Kosovo conference 
could be delayed ’ 

LONDON (R) — A senior NATO official said Tuesday that 
a Kosovo peace conference, due to resume next Monday in 
Paris, could be delayed by a few days to allow more time 
for progress. 

The official, who asked not to be identified, said interna- 
tional mediators wanted the Paris meeting to be a signing 
ceremony for an agreement on autonomy for the southern 
Serbia province, drafted at talks in Rambouillet last month, 
with a few days of detailed discussion on implementation. 

Once the Kosovo Albanians had agreed to sign, the medi- 
ators would concentrate on winning Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic’s acceptance of the full package, 
including a NATO-led implementation force which he has 
so far rejected- 

If they were making progress, the Paris conference could 
be postponed for a few days to allow time to complete tbe 
negotiations, the NATO official said. 

"I think it won’t be Monday," he said, adding that it could 
slip “perhaps up to seven days.” 

western officials have so far insisted publicly that both 
sides must accept rhe agreement by the March 15 deadline 
set at the end erf 17 days of negotiations in Rambouillet. 
southwest of Paris. 

U.S. Balkan troubleshooter Richard Holbrooke has 
arrived in to by to convince Milosevic to accept a NATO- 
led peace force or face punitive air strikes by the Western - 
alliance. He is expected to meet the Yugoslav leader 
Wednesday. NATO Secretary General Javier SoJana, 
addressing a conference in London Tuesday, repeated the 
threat to use force if necessary. 

“Mr. Milosevic, I can tell you, knows very well what may 
happen to him if he doesn’t sign,” Solana said. 
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Blistering human rights report accuses 
Pakistani government of power mongering 


ISLAMABAD CAP) — A 
blistering human rights report 
P released" Tuesday accused 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif* s government of bully- 
ing the press, trying to consol- 
idate its power and advocating 
a Taleban-style justice system 
like neighbouring 

Afghanistan. 

'it is not a very happy 
report." said Asma Jehangir, 
the chairperson of the Pakistan 
Human Rights Commission, 
the independent body which 
annually releases a report into 
the state of human rights in 
Pakistan. 

She assailed the govern- 
ment's preoccupation with 
speedy justice, harsh punish- 
fc menus and attacks on institu- 
tions. 

At a news conference to 
release the report. Jehangir, a 
human rights lawyer, said that 
Pakistan's record on human 
rights is getting worse. 

Women are being killed 
because they married some- 
one other than the man chosen 
by their parents. Of the 
women surveyed 52 per cent 
said they had been beaten by 


their husband. 

In Punjab province alone 
88S women were murdered 
and in 67 per cent of the cases 
the killers were relatives, most 
often their husbands. 

Police custody killings were 
on the increase. 

The report expressed con- 
cern about a new “orthodoxy" 
embodied in a constitutional 
amendment that seeks to 
impose an Islamic legal sys- 
tem in Pakistan. 

The amendment already has 
been passed in the national 
assembly or lower house of 
parliament, which Sharif’s 
Pakistan Muslim League 
dominates. However. it 
requires approval in the senate 
before becoming law. 

The amendment has been 
widely criticised by interna- 
tional and domestic human 
rights groups. women's 
activists and opposition politi- 
cians. 

They fear the amendment 
would bring about a legal sys- 
tem similar to the one 
imposed by the Taleban in 
neighbouring Afghanistan, 
where women have borne the 


brunt of the Taleban ’s brand of 
Islam. Women in Afghanistan 
are not allowed to work and 
girls are not being educated 
and women are required to 
wear the all-enveloping burqa 
that covers them from head to 
toe. 

Several government offi- 
cials were contacted but they 
said they were unable to com- 
ment on the report until they 
read iL 

Previously Sharif dismissed 
concerns about his call for an 
fclaraic system vowing to pro- 
tect the rights of women and 
minority religious groups in 
Pakistan. 

But according to the human 
rights report women were tar- 
geted soon after the amend- 
ment received approval in the 
national assembly. 

“instances were reported of 
harassment of women in 
bazaars for their being without 
a veil, and (women) were told 
by traffic policemen to stop 
driving a car themselves," the 
report said. 

The report, a 298-page doc- 
ument prepared annually 
looks at the condition ot* 


human rights in Pakistan from 
tbe use of child labour in the 
job market, to the rights of 
women and minorities to 
equal access to education and 
health care. 

The report criticised die 
establishment of military 
courts in southern Sindh 
province, which have since 
been declared illegal by the 
Pakistan supreme court. 

It chastised the govern- 
ment’s treatment of minority 
religious groups saying they 
were treated as “less than 
equal citizens.” 

It took particular aim at the 
government’s treatment of 
Ahmedis, a minority sect of 
Islam reviled by mainstream 
Muslims as heretics. 

Hundreds of Ahmedis are in 
jail or charged with blasphe- 
my. In Pakistan it is illegal for 
an Ahmedi to claim to be a 
Muslim. 

Ahmedis believe that 
Islam’s saviour or Messiah 
has come, while mainstream 
Muslims still are waiting and 
say that Mohammed was the 
last prophet. 

’’The persecution of 


Ahmedis through discrimina- 
tory laws and through public 
harassment and vilification 
took diverse ugly forms,” the 
report said. 

Ahmedis have been 
harassed, their homes burned 
and many thrown in jail 

The report says the govern- 
ment has done little to actually 
reduce child labour, concen- 
trating instead on hying to 
clean up its image for a critical 
west. 

"Efforts to eliminate child 
labour remained peripheral," 
the report said. “Driven main- 
ly by conscientious objections 
in the West, they were mostly 
confined to a couple of areas 
of the country's exports.” 

It is estimated that 3.2 mil- 
lion children between 10 and 
15 years old are working. 
Even more under the age of 10 
years old also are employed, 
many as domestic workers or 
selling goods on the roadside. 

In Pakistan there are 30 mil- 
lion children between five and 
18 years old who are not in 
school, according to the 
report. 


Many dying in N. Korean famine, U.N. body says 


GENEVA iR> — The United 
Nations' food relief agency 
A said Tuesday there was a real 
famine in North Korea and 
that many people vyere dying 
as a new period of trial loomed 
for the country's 23 million 
inhabitants. 

The World Food Programme 
AVFPi warned the coming 
months would be hard because 
onlv 10 per cent of rice fields 
had been worked due to a lack 
of fuel and spare pans for 
machinery and because me 
relatively warm winter had left 
weeds and parasites active. . 

"There is certainly a famine 
in Norih Korea... certainly 
I manv people are dying of ill; 
nesses linked to malnutrition. 
WFP spokeswoman 

Christiane Berthiaume told a 


news briefing. 

But she said the agency 
could not confirm reports from 
refugees crossing into China 
that up to three million may 
have died and that there had 
been cases of cannibalism. 

“Tie WFP is absolutely in 
no position to confirm or deny 
those figures, and neither is 
anyone else.’’ said 
Berthiaume. 

All the agency could say 
was that its staff checking on 
food deliveries travelled 
around some three quarters of 
the territory with 80 percent of 
foe population of foe secretive 
Communist slate “and they 
have never seen dead people ai 
foe roadside/* 

Several Western press 
reports recently have died 


refugees as saying corpses 
could be seen along highways 
in different pans of the coun- 
trv. 

Berfoiaume said WFP staff 
had recorded growing malnu- 
trition, especially among chil- 
dren over die age of seven 
attending primary schools 
where there were no canteens 
serving lunches. 

"These children are given 
food aid which they take 
home, but it is probably shared 
by their whole family,” she 
added. This explained why 
more older children were 
going to hospitals suffering 
front malnutrition. 

By the end of March or foe 
beginning of ApriL she said- 
foe North Korean authorities 
would have distributed all foe 


food produced in last autumn’s 
harvest. 

“This means foe population 
will move into a difficult peri- 
od when it will start eating 
grass, wild mushrooms, tree 
bark, sea weed and cakes 
made of grass, all of which 
calm hunger pangs but have 
no nutrient value and in fan 
cause sickness,” she said. 

The agency was convinced 
that its aid went to foe people 
who needed it and not to pity 
officials and army officers, 
“whatthe WFP sends is wheat 
and maize. The elite and foe 
military prefer rice, and they 
have access to that," she said. 

Berthiaume said the WFP 
had received 600,000 tonnes 
of food supplies from donors 
for North Korea last year. 


which looked good on paper 
but was not so effective in 
practice. 

This was because deliveries 
were largely cereals, which 
were less able to help people 
suffering from serious malnu- 
trition. 

The supplies had not includ- 
ed enough beans, vegetable 
oil, vegetables, sugar or soya 
wheat. 

The 1998 aid deliveries had 
a total value of $210 million 
against foe $345 million foe 
agency had sought, she added 

For 1999, it was seeking 
5335 million tonnes of food to 
a value of $225.6 million. So 
far. 324.7 million tonnes, 
worth $1013 million, had 
come in, “but again it is main- 
ly cereals,” Berthiaume said. 


Cash boost for police 
guarding Pinochet 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
British government has 
granted police guarding for- 
mer Chilean dictator 
Au gusto Pinochet a cash 
injection to offset foe cost of 
keeping him under house 
arrest 

The Home Office said 
police in Surrey, southwest 
of London, had been given 
£200,000 ($322,000) to 
guard Pinochet, 83, who is 
awaiting a ruling to deter- 
mine whether he faces 
extradition to Spain. 

But it is a long way from 
reimbursing police — the 
cost of the operation at foe 
exclusive Wentworth estate 
is believed to run to £50,000 
a week, and Pinochet has 
been there since Dec. 1. 

Britain’s House of Lords, 
the highest court in the land. 


has still to give its verdict 
on his claim to sovereign 
immunity against extradi- 
tion on charges of murder, 
torture and hostage-taking 
during his 1973-1990 dicta- 
torship. 

A panel of seven Law 
Lords wrapped up their 
hearings in early February 
and a ruling is normally 
made within six to eight 
weeks. 

A spokesman for the 
Lords’ judicial committee 
said an announcement was 
not likely this week, hut 
could not rule out a verdict 
next week. 

Pinochet moved to Surrey 
after being discharged from 
a luxury clinic where he had 
been transferred from a pri- 
vate hospital in central 
London. 


He was arrested in 
London on Oct. 16 at 
Spain’s request as he recov- 
ered from back surgery. 

An earlier Law Lords 
panel ruled that he did not 
have sovereign immunity, 
but that was overturned 
because of links between 
one of foe judges and 
human rights group 
Amnesty International, 
which has campaigned for 
his trial. 

If the second panel rules 
in Pinochet's favour, he will 
be free to return home to 
Chile. 

If it rules against him. he 
will remain under police 
guard while he fights what 
are certain to be lengthy 
extradition proceedings. A 
magistrates' court hearing is 
scheduled on March 22. 


Swiss-English round-the-world 
balloon crosses India 


GENEVA (AP) — The Swiss- 
British balloonists aiming to be 
foe first to circle the world non- 
stop crossed India Tuesday, the 
Geneva control centre said. 

By early afternoon Indian 
time (0900 GMT) Swiss pilot 
Bertrand Piccard and his 
British teammate Brian Jones 
were a few kilometres south of 
the eastern Indian town of 
Varanasi, a spokeswoman said. 

Their Breitling Orbiter 3 will 
enter China’s air space- early 
Wednesday, foe 10th day of its 
journey, south of 26 degrees 
latitude, the centre said. That 
would put it within foe zone 
approved by Beijing. 

The centre said the balloon 
had been picking up speed and 
altitude. As it neared 
Bangladesh it was travelling at 
96 kilometres an hour, at a 
height of 7,933 metres. 

Over India foe crew was out 
of contact with Geneva for 
long periods because of prob- 


lems with satellite communica- 
tions, said flight director Alan 
Noble. 

The reason for this might be 
the huge silver envelope of the 
balloon, which is shielding foe 
antennas from foe Indian 
Ocean communication satel- 
lite.” said Noble. 

The balloon is expected to 
enter China in foe early hours 
of Wednesday local time 
(between 2100 and 0000 GMT 
Tuesday), foe control centre 
said. 

China has set strict limits to 
Breitling Oibiter’s route, and 
foe balloon is on course to 
cross south of 26 degrees lati- 
tude within in the permitted 
area, foe control centre said. 

Piccard, who had to abandon 
a round-the-world bid last year 
after failing to receive Chinese 
permission to cross, delayed 
his departure from Switzerland 
this year until he got foe green 
light from Beijing. 


China banned overflights last 
December after the- balloon of 
British tycoon Richard 
Branson, American millionaire 
Steve Fossen and Per 
Lindstrand of Sweden drifted 
north of 26 degrees into the 
forbidden zone. 

British balloonists Colin 
Plrescot and Andy Elson, who 
had to ditch in the Pacific 
Sunday, said one reason they 
ended their record-setting 
flight was their failure to 
receive Chinese permission. 

That forced them to swing 
south through foe bay of 
Bengal, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Elson and Prescot, nonethe- 
less, kept their balloon aloft 
longer than anyone had done 
previously — 17 days, 18 
hours and 25 minutes. 

Piccard and Jones, who took 
off March 1 from the Swiss 
Alps, have so far covered 
12,868 kilometres, said the 
control centre. 
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Bananas and the 
New World Order 

THERE ARE two very worrying aspects to the 
so-called banana war between the U.S. and the 
EU. One is the growing tendency by Washington 
to engage in unilateral actions to impose its will 
on others. The other is what seems to be evidence 
of U.S. policy determined, not by elected repre- 
sentatives, but influential and powerful interest 
groups. 

A phrase that was bandied about almost frivo- 
lously a few years ago was the emergence of a 
New World Order; a global community taking 
decisions that transcended individual states’ 
interests, and which were decided upon once con- 
sensus could be reached. However, continuing 
unilateral sanctions imposed on countries like 
Cuba, the enforced no-fly zones over Iraq, and 
now these latest punitive sanctions on 15 cate- 
gories of luxury European goods indicate that the 
U.S., as the world’s remaining superpower, does 
not seem to be willing or able to transcend the old 
adage that power corrupts, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely. 

The adage seems even the more pertinent as the 
sanctions were imposed less than 24 hours after 
the Democratic Party received a large donation 
from Chiquita — one of the world’s biggest 
banana conglomerates, which, with the two other 
‘big bananas’ Dole and Del Monte, now account 
for more than two-thirds of world production. 
The suspicion is, as it must be, that for not even 
huge amounts of money (over recent years 
Chiquita has donated some $1 million to the 
Democratic Party) UjS. policy can be influenced 
to this end or that. 

Washington has lodged three complaints 
against the EU with the World Ttade 
Organisation (WTO.) over EU’s preferential 
treatment of banana producers in the Caribbean, 
Africa and the Pacific. In each case the WTO 
found for the CJ-S-, but the EU now believes it has 
amended its procedures in conformity with WTO 
regulations. Furthermore, Europe has a moral 
obligation towards the ex-colonies where it pro- 
moted plantations. Three Caribbean islands — 
St. Lucia, St Vincent and Dominica — depend on 
bananas for over half their export earnings. The 
WTO is due to rule on the case at the end of the 
month so announcing unilateral sanctions now 
j'ust seems plainly absurd. 

It cannot be right that one country, however 
powerful, should impose its will time and again 
on the rest of the world, especially at the whim of 
unelected, and therefore not publicly account- 
able, interest groups. If bodies like the U.N. and 
the WTO are ever to achieve any weight in a so- 
called New World Order, their authority must 
not be flouted by anyone. After all, human rights 
are based on the axiom that people are equal; 
should not the same apply to nations. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Dustours Yasser Za'atreh said it seems dial US. Secretary of 
Defence William Cohen's trip to the region has been chosen careful- 
ly to coincide with a time when Arabs are suffering under worsening 
conditions, and are ready to take orders. Cohen and ids assistants do 
not hesitate to “put woods" into some people’s mouths by announctog 
their satistkjfcm with US. actions against Iraq, added Za'atreh. The 
French foreign minister’s trip was not property exploited; it should 
have been a balancing factor to Cohen's visit, said the writer. What is 
worse with the oirrentArabatuatioa is that it has come atatimewfaen 
U.S. policy has been deckled to the benefit of the Zionist lobby, which 
believes it is important to destroy the Iraqi regime as soon as possible, 
regardless of how. claimed Za’atreh- The Iraqi opposition talks about 
a military coup, arxi it seems that this sites “eraybody," he said The 
situation thus is “extremely dangerous,” and requires an Egyptian- 
Syrian joint position to compensate for die hesitation of the Gulf 
states. It is odd, noted Za’atreh, that Cohen has been to nine Arab 
countries and not met any public demonstrations against his trip. 

AJ Dustour's editorial also commented on the taps of Cohen aDd the 
French foreign minister in the region, condemning the first and prais- 
ing the second Tteeditmal said Cohen canrc to tte 
the US. plan to divide northern Iraq and establish a Kurdish area, 
while the French foreign minister came to convince concerned parties 
to accept his counuy’s approach for a lifting of the sanctions while at 
the same time keeping a monitoring system. So Arabs fkes two dif- 
ferent Western positions; the first calls for a division of Iraq, while the 
second seeks an end to die sanctions while at the same time keeping 
ibe “spirit’' ’ of the UN. resolutions, which aims at preventing Iraq from 
developing weapons of mass destruction, said the editorial. The 
French stand reveals how tins country feels a responsibiKiy towards 
international order, while the US.’ “tour ofblackmaiF was based on 
the use of military power to change the Iraqi regime against all inter- 
national newspaper. The da^stiilffls against Iraq is a 

perfect example of the superpower’s stubborn polices aimed ar achiev- 
ing its own interests even if they contradict die wold's will, said the 
editorial. 


Washington Watch 


First Lady for the Senate? 


SPECULATION THAT First Lady 
Hillary Clinton may run for a Senate 
seat in 2000 has dominated political 
news coverage in recent days. 

It is a fascinating sroty. The Senate 
seat in New York State is opening 
because of the retirement of Democrat 
Daniel Moymhan. Moynihan has 
served since 1976. Because die 
Constitution does not require residen- 
cy in a state prior to running for the 
Senate, anyone may run for tire posi- 
tion. In 1964, for example, Robert F. 
Kennedy, not a New Yorker, riding on 
tire popularity of tire Kennedy legacy, 
ran and won tire New York Senate 
seat. 

Mrs. Clinton can legally run for die 
post and appears to be seriously con- 
sidering this option for a number of 
reasons. 

One political analyst speculates that 
she may want, in effect, to declare her 
independence and establish herself as 
a political leader in her own right 
Since she is stiD quite young, she may 
even choose to nm for the presidency 
at some point 

While Mrs. Clinton is recognised as 
an outspoken and capable leader, for 
more than 20 years she has been a 
supporter of her husband's aspira- 
tions. Even during tire times when Bill 
Clinton was Governor of Arkansas, 
political observers who witnessed 
Hillary Clinton in action felt that she 
had proven political skill q and ambi- 
tions of her own. 

She suffered a slight setback during 


her husband’s first presidential tetro, 
with tire mishandling of tire health 
care reform programme. But she has 
clearly recovered and has established 
herself as one of tire United Stales' 
most popular and respected political 
leaders. 

Hillary Clinton’s charisma is 
unquestionably one of the Democratic 
Party's strongest assets. In 1996, she 
was tire party’s “secret weapon.” 

Her frequent visits to New York 
State were a major factor contributing 
to the Democratic victory over 
Republican Senator A1 D' Amato. 

She has also been a prodigious 
fund-raiser: A recent Democratic 
Party fund-raising appeal issued in her 
name raised three times tire expected 
amount And last week's visit to New 
York City for a party fund-raiser was 
an overwhelming success. More than 
900 donors filled the ballroom to 
capacity, while another 300 donors 
had to be turned away at tire door 

Mrs. Clinton is a major star; who 
many believe deserves to shine on her 
own. 

But before she actually decides to 
run for an office, there are many issues 
that she will have to examine. 

On the positive side, there is, of 
course, her popularity both nationally 
and in New York. She has great name 
recognition and is aproven campaign- 
er and fund-raiser. Furthermore, she is 
the right kind of Democrat for New 
York State. She is a liberal Democrat, 
who is known for her advocacy of 


women and minorities, for education 
and health care-issues and constituen- 
cies that are strong in that state. 

And there will be many Democrats 
in New York and nationally who will 
want Mrs. Clinton to nm. Certainly, if 
Democrats are to have any chance of 
re gaining control of the Senate, they 
cannot afford to lose the New York 
sear they currently hold. Polls show 
Mis. Clinton to be the strongest possi- 
ble Democratic candidate who can 
bear all the possible Republican chal- 
lengers. 

But there are negative factors, as 
well that must be considered. New 
York politics can be dirty and rough. 
The New York press loves a fight 
between candidates and frequently 
provokes fights on their own. 

The expected Republican chal- 
lenger for the Senate seat is New York 
City’s popular Mayor Rudolph 
Guiliani. Giuliani has recently 
dropped a bit in the polls due to the 
scandalous murder of an African 
i mmi grant resulting from excessive 
use of force by New York police. 
G uTHan i is held responsible for this 
because he has in the past encouraged 
the police to “get tough”. 

But the mayor remains popular and 
is a strong candidate and is known to 
be a tough campaigner. GvriHani will 
be respectful of Mrs. Clinton, as long 
as she is the First Lady. But if she 
announced her candidacy, he will, 
without a doubt, attack her with full 
force. 


Some political observers suggest 
that Mis. din ton should not run 
because itis too risky for her. She does 
not need to hold elective office to have 
a political platform from which to 
advocate her issues. 

As a former First Lady, they say, she 
will remain a national spokesperson. 
If, on the other hand, she runs and 
loses, her legacy would be tarnished 
and her stature diminished 

John Zpgby. a New York state poll- 
ster, offers an additional concern- He 
suggests that the most important issue 
for the Clintons' is their legacy. He 
believes that to protect the legacy of 
the Clinton administration, they need 
to insure an AJ Gore victory in 2000. 
If Mis. Clinton runs in 2000 than the 
Clinton legacy will require both a 
Gore victory and a victory in New 
York state — in other words, victory 
on two fronts instead of only one. 

To that concern, some Democrats 
add another concern. Mrs. Clinton, 
they note, can be a significant nation- 
al campaigner for Democrats in 2000. 

She can help A1 Gore nationally and 
help campaign for Democratic candi- 
dates for House and Senate seals all 
across the United States. If she were to 
run for her own seat in New York, she 
wifi have to surrender her national role 
and vrill in effect, be competing with 
Gore for both money and attention. 

The issue of Mrs. Clinton’s support 
for a Palestinian state, is in all likeli- 
hood an issue that Republicans will 
attempt to use against her in New 


Yoric. However, this will not be a neg- 
ative factor against her running. 
Recent polls show that by a two-to- 
one margin- New Yorkers support a 

Palestinian state. MostNew\ork Jews 
also support this nouon. In a recent 
meeting with New York Jewish lead- 
ers Mrs Clinton reaffirmed her per- 
sonal preference that the Palestinians 
deserve an independent state. She 
added, however, her belief that the 
issue must be resolved by negotiations 
between Israelis and Palestinians. The 
leaders left the meeting pleased 

In fact should the Frra Lady nm 
and be attacked bv the right wing tor 
her advocacv of a Palestinian state, it 
w01 most probably help to legitimise 
this issue and spur a public debate. 
That would be positive for the issue 
and the country and for Middle East 
peace. 

At this point. Mis. Clinton has not 
decided to run. The very fact that she 
has allowed speculation to develop 
about a possible candidacy and has 
fed the discussion by frequent meet- 
ings on the subject with New Toik 
advisors, has caused many to believe 
that she will in the end enter the race. 
Her candidacy is still not certain. 
What is certain, howev er, is that if she 
does run, the New York Senate race 
will be an election like no other. It will 
be the closest watched Senate race in 
history. The attention given to it will 
probably rival the 2000 race for the 
presidency. 



The low-grade 9 war on Iraq 


By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON — When it became time for 
PreskientBiECliritoatogh^ 
as his “Stale of the Union for Foreign Policy” at 
a meeting last week in San Francisco, be hardly 
touched on the nagging question of Iraq. 

Hisooe-liiw — “We are waking to keep Iraq 
in check so that it does not threaten the rest of the 
world or its region with weapons of mass 
destruction" — raised many eyebrows in this 
capital city. 

This was in marked contrast with his pledge on 
the Middle East where he was more forthcoming 
and not as iD at ease. 

T intend to use the time I have remaining in 
tins office to push for a comprehensive peace in 
the Middle Hast, to encourage Israelis and 
Palestinians to reach a just and final settlement, 
and to stand by our foends for peace, such as 
Ionian. 

‘The people of the Middle East can do it, but 
time is precious, and they can't afford to waste 
any more of it In their hearts, they know there 
can be no security or justice far any who live in 
that small and sacred land until there is security 
and justice for all wbo live there. If they do their 
part, we must do outs.’' 

It now appear that Clinton's seemingly laid- 
back position is very much in step with the cur- 
rent thinking of US. policy-makers and mflitaiy 
leaders who are deliberately maintaining a low- 
gnric war against the Iraqi regime. 

Moreover, tins followed exposes about a 
“shabby exportation" by the Clinton administra- 
tion of the United Nations to conduct a second, 
secret Joying operation on Iraqi mflitaiy commu- 
nications. 


The revelations came on the heels of American 
criticism of UN. Secretary General Kofi Aram 
now at the midway of Ids tenure at the work! 
tody, over his differences with Washington on 
tow to deal with President Saddam Hussein. A 
recent front-page article in the Washington Post 
went on to rennnd the UN. leader that “the polit- 
ical and financial support of the United Stares is 
so important to giving the United Nations rele- 
vance in world affairs that the secretary general 
cannot afford to ignore what is on Washington's 
agenda” despite his 185-member constituency. 

But these scattershot developments, if not inco- 
herence, are now seen as the rationale for what 
has been described here as the ongoing Tow 
grade war” aimed at salvaging without public 
debate the administration's “containment" policy 
to destabilise the Iraqi regime. Pentagon officials 
are said to be refusing to disclose, as customary, 
ttonmnber of sorties or bombs dropped “to avoid 
antagonising friendly Arab countries where sym- 
pathy for the Iraqi people runs deep, and to min- 
imise questions at home about (be operation’s 
efficacy.” 

This American fitistrarion of bow to deal with 
the Iraqi leader, in the opinion of one former 
senior UN. official is the reason behind “the 
genocidal calamity we have in Iraq today.” 

Dsnis Halliday, w bo resigned last September 
as UN. assistant secretary general and humani- 
tarian coordinator for Iraq, believes that ail 
attempts to Ufl. the US.-advocared international 
sanctions regime against Baghdad could be frtfle 
unless “we find a way to help decisjorHnakers to 
find a way that does not mean too gross a loss of 
face.” 

The Irish diplomat who ran the oil-for-food 
programme told an audience last Friday at the 


Centre for PbKcy Analysis on Palestine that there 
needs to be first “a genuine international arms 
control system” to fintit arms sales to countries of 
the region. “HVfe’ve got five permanent states of 
the Seoirity Council responsible for some S5 per 
cent of foe aims sales. This country, I believe, is 
close to 60 percent of that.” 

This is going to take ‘‘tremendouscomrnrt^ 
anddud^ine,"toen^iasised. 1 ‘Butifwedonot 
deal with arms sales, Ido not think, we are going 
to deal with the Middle East and we are not going 
to deal with Iraq” 

Here, he pointed out that several countries in 
the region are well armed — Iran, Ttirkey. Syria 
and Israel — adding that the Iraqis at present are 
the weakest military power in the area, 

HaJliday argued dal lifting economic sanctions 
against Iraq alone would not weak without 
returning ‘‘ttomanageiTHit of Iraq toils govern- 
ment." He underlined that the money earned 
from the diminished capacity of ofl exports with- 
in the oil-for-food programme “could not get the 
job done." 

In his opinion the “six billion dollars do not 
begin to address the needs of Iraq — they proba- 
bly need 10-15 billion dollars per year.” Since oil 
prices are not expected to rise in the near future, 
he continued, credit has to be provided for the 
Baghdad regime. 

The only option here is postponement of the 
compensation payments, now amoun ting to one 
third of the oil revenues, to such countries as 
Kuwait 

Or else, be warned correctly, “We are pushing 
Iraq in the direction of a dangerous political right- 
ist activity” in the maimer of Afghanistan. “We 
do no want to see an Iraqi Taleban movement 
developing.'' 



appear to encauragrrathffth^ 


Footnote 

WHAT BETTER way to pay tribute to His . i '■ petatora of crimes oflxmou; who can 

espect no more than three months to a 
feast some of Ins wishes into acts and deeds. *. years’ imprisonment. Many soriolcgias and 
Tbkis exactiy wfaa has started tobe done whan 
IhraJnsfceMin^ 

mal proposal to amend the penal code that com- 
mutes sentences of munfereewho ccromitthe so- : 
calted . “honour. Crimes. 71 Their' to approve the necessary amendment of 

Husserl arKLQuttn Noot have spearhesdedtbe caH • Aflkfc3W before it is passed on tofttfiamatt. 
for spri) a dsiage kibe JonJagianteg^sfaji^o to pot . . A mnrdetis a murder whatever its pretext and 
ftendtb M apam^M orir fe^’^sfttoWch SbouHtepumsb^ 

KefcBs. women was muttered 

only 


WaleedM.Sadi 

two. The IdDer was driven by family pressure to 
“cleanse" the family honour: 

Islam does net condone such panshmeri 


and when they do they should be prosecuted as 
common criminals, \fezdici5 in sraial. crimes are 
adopted after scrupulous examination of Evidence. 
The admissibility of evidence is » stringent that no 
less thai four witnesses are required to testify 


formulate a balanced and enlightened solution to 
this travesty. 


Letters to the editor 

Baptism site must not be 
turned into theme park 

ONE OF this century’s most significant archaeological 
discoveries is that of the baptism site, now confirmed to 
be on the eastern side of the Jordan River. 

Excavations by a national team from the Department 
of Antiquities at Wadi A1 Kharrar as it is known in 
Arabic have revealed the existence of at least twenty 
individual archaeological sites. 

In what could be described as a complete biblical vil- 
lage containing five churches and a network of canals 
and water basins, the spring feeding the baptism basins 
still yields water to this day. The Vatican’s authentica- 
tion of the site has been regarded as a great triumph for 
Jordan- against those who would have -claimed of its 
existence elsewhere. 

It greatly saddens us that the grandiose tourism plans 
compiled by the Jordan Valley authorities for the site 
leave little to the imagination, and to many seem to 
defeat the idea of preserving an essentially unique spir- 
itual site by turning it into what could best be described 
as a commercial theme park. 

An urgent revision of the “development” plans should 
preferably be undertaken by an experienced organisa- 
tion such as UNESCO, or one of our own efficient envi- 
ronmental NGOs and religious authorities: 1 do not 
think that many would welcome die proposal of hastily 
erecting several buildings containing imaginative out- 
lets such as a planned carpet souk, a conference hall and 
a rest house in order to meet the deadline of the year 
2000. The ingenious idea of digging a well into the 
spring could jeopardise the whole water source, never 
mind the ecology around it. 

What would be best is to keep human intervention to 
a minimum by utilising removable objects such as tents, 
which could be used to accommodate visitors without 
damaging the beauty of the site. Tourism could also be 
developed to benefit the local community in the same 
manner that the Dana Nature Reserve was managed. 
This site has survived for almost 2000 years, let’s not 
bury it under the cement of modem buildings under the 
disguise of development. 


Ghazi Saudi 
Amman 


Education and a ‘ high-skill ’ 
society 

UNDER THE tide “Plan for huge rise in university numbers.” 
The Guardian newspaper published an article on its front rase 

'ESPtelS* CarveI ’ its education editor on Monday 
March 8. 1999. 

Following are extracts from in 

pl ST lg a huge of universities to 

ensme that atleaa 50 per cent of young people under 30 par- 
ncipate in higher education. . . Ii would form part of a sectS- 

^n S S^°, tUm a Wgh-skill^iety compet- 
ing HI the global emnnmv h\/ i : J . . ” 



ThT«.TT T7 wa £ es ^ traditional manufi 

The students would be encouraged to secure- acade 
ncanons through short courses combined with lone 
of part-time study undertaken without intern? 

SSLS ^ "*”*“«* *■» Blair’s propel 
nec^aniy require a fonher substantial 

™ ' EvSling ^fotions will be ask© 

op more flexible courses to handle lamer numb* 

chk in I B l ! Unk ? 1 lm f nister of education] has aske 
aals to fake a genuinely futuristic look’ at new r 
learning that would give students more QexiMkv 



sl fa 



er education 

skill society” be achieved. ** ° f adhie 
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By Ben Laurance 

CARL LINDNER is not yet a famil- 
iar name in towns on the Scottish 
borders. But in Washington his is a 
quiet, persistent voice that cannot be 
ignored. He is simply too rich, too 
influential. He is too great a finan- 
cial ally of the political machine to 
be resisted. 

And it is his success in turning an 
arcane disagreement over bananas 
into the most serious transatlantic 
trade dispute for a decade — now 
threatening more than 1 ,000 jobs in 
factories producing cashmere 
knitwear — that has cast a spotlight 
on Lindner. The chief executive of 
Chiquita is the key figure in the trade 
dispute between the U.S. and Europe 
over protecting Caribbean 
economies. 

Over recent years, Lindner has 
given more than $1 million to the 
Democratic Party — in part from the 
companies he controls and in part 
from his own pocket. His generosity 
helped win him an invitation from 
Bill Clinton to sleep at the White 
House in Lincoln’s bedroom. 

But Lindner has also lent corporate 
jets to Republican Bob Dole to help 
the politician tackle the rigours of 
the 1996 presidential campaign. In 
September last year. Lindner gave 
$100,000 to rhe National Republican 
Congressional Committee and the 
National Republican Senatorial 
Committee. 

An evenhanded political pragma- 
tist. then? No. Lindner, SO this year, 
is a lifelong rightwing Republican. 
His largesse in supporting both polit- 
ical parties has won him huge influ- 
ence and contacts. His enthusiasm 
for making sure that his voice is 
heard at the Washington policy-mak- 
ing table has arguably, this weekend, 
pm ai risk the jobs of thousands of 


The big 





British and Continental 
European jobs in indus- 
tries making goods 
ranging from cash- •* 
mere and biscuits to ^ 
bubble baths and / 
novelty magic 
tricks. The 
way in which 
he has man- 
aged to marshal i . 
heavyweight support \ 
is remarkable. Bob ^ 

Dole is clearly a sup- 
porter. So is Trent Lott, 

Dole’s successor as Majority Leader 
in the Senate. Newt Gingrich backs 
Chiquita, as does Senator John 
Glenn, the former astronaut. And 
Congressman John Gephardt, the 
House Democratic leader. 

The issue aL the heart of the row is 
access to the European market for 
bananas. For Chiquita — one of the 
world's largest banana conglomer- 
ates which Linder became involved 
with in the mid-eighties — this is a 
huge prize. After the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall, American-owned 
banana companies — Dole, Chiquita 
and Del Monte, who between them 
control nearly two-thirds of the 
world market — believed that they 
would be able to increase sales enor- 
mously to Eastern Europe. They 
invested heavily to expand their 
plantations, principally in Latin 
America. 

But the hoped-for growth in sales 
failed to materialise. East Europeans 
failed to buy enough bananas and 
returns on the money invested were 
meagre. 

It was against this background that 
the American banana giants, of 
which Chiquita is the largest, found 
themselves examining the market in 
the rest of Europe. 

When Britain had joined the Euro- 


pean Community in 1973 there had 
been lengthy negotiations covering 
preferential trade arrangements with 
its former colonies. 

These included protection for com- 
modities, including bananas, from 
African. Pacific and Caribbean pro- 
ducers. Twenty years on a version of 
the arrangements was still in place 
and the U.S. giants wanted it dealt 
with. 

For impoverished Caribbean 
islands, the effect of losing the pref- 
erential treatment from the EU 
would be devastating. In the mid- 
nineties, it was estimated that the 
tiny island of St. Lucia alone gained 
around $7.5 million a year as a result 
of the European regime. 

Now, this clash — between Ameri- 
can banana companies and European 
countries trying to soften the blow to 
Belize, Jamaica, Surinam and the 
Windward Isles — has brought the 
U.S. and EU into head-on conflict 

But at every stage in the saga, the 
publicity-shy Lindner has been qui- 
etly nudging the elbow of the key 
decision-makers. He pushed the 
Chiquita case — that Europe should 
open its market to unfettered compe- 
tition from the American banana 
giants — at meetings with U.S. trade 
representative Mickey Kantor. The 
man who helped to arrange those 
meetings over breakfast at the Water- 
gate Hotel was Bob Dole, Majority 
Leader in the Senate, the man who 
borrowed Lindner’s jets. 

Kantor has been an enthusiastic 
advocate of the Chiquita/Lindner 
position. Kantor’s office is thinly 
staffed, but has devoted remarkable 
resources to fighting the EU through 
the World Trade Organisation, even 
though there are very few American 
jobs at stake. 

Despite his huge political dona- 
tions, Lindner has not had every- 


banana 


thing his own way. His donations to 
the Republican congressional and 
senatorial committees last Septem- 
ber preceded a move by House 
Republicans to introduce a Bill 
which would have forced (not mere- 
ly permitted) the Clinton administra- 
tion to impose sanctions against the 
EU if Europe failed to toe the line on 
bananas. 

Lindner would have loved to see 
such a Bill enacted. In the end. it was 
pulled when the administration 
agreed to give a public commitment 
to what action it would take if the 
EU was too intransigent. And last 
week that commitment became real- 
ity with the imposition of sanctions 
against a string of EU exporters. 

Lindner can well afford to buy 
some political influence. He has 
become one of the ricbesl men in the 
U.S.: his personal wealth has been 
put at $830 million and that of his 
family at well over $1 billion. 

His political friends — Dole. 
Glenn, Lott — wrote to Bill Clinton 
and to Kantor pressing the Chiquita 
case. They even pressed for the U.S. 
to take action against Colombia and 
Costa Rica for having had the temer- 
ity to do a deal with the EU which 
tacitly acknowledged their accep- 
tance of the European banana 
regime. 

Bananas and American influence- 
peddling have had a long and close 
association. Notoriously, the CIA 
organised a coup in Guatemala in 
1954 bn behalf of the United Foods 
Company, corporate predecessor to 
Chiquita. 

No one is accusing Lindner of 
going to the extreme of urging 
coups. But his influence within 
Washington power circles cannot 
easily be resisted. 

— The Observer 
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Carl Lindner: 

The man and his money 

Bom: Dayton, Ohio, 1919 
Education: Dropped out of 
high school to help run the fam- 
ily's dairy business when his 
father became ill. 

Career: In 1940 he and his 
brothers borrowed $1,200 to 
open an ice-cream store. 
Today: United Dairy Farmers 
have 200 such stores. Profits 
enabled him to buy savings and 
loans companies. He now 
heads an empire, American 
Financial Group, worth $14 bil- 
lion. 

Personal wealth: $830 million. 
Personal habits: A strict Bap- 
tist who never drinks, smokes 
or swears. 


Friends in 
high places 

John Gephardt: The House 
Democratic leader is a support- 
er of Chiquita, Lindner’s giant 
banana enterprise. The right- 
wing Republican Lindner has 
donated more than $1 million to 
the Democratic Party. 

Robert Dole: Lindner lent the 
Republican candidate a corpo- 
rate jet during the 1996 presi- 
dential campaign. Dole later 
arranged meetings with U.S. 
Trade Representative Mickey 
Kantor at which Lindner 
pressed the case for Europe to 
be opened up to U.S. banana 
exports. 

Newt Gingrich: The Republi- 
can former Speaker of the 
House of Representatives is 
among Chiquita’s backers. 
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Irish ‘bandit country’ 
longs for normality 


By Elaine Monaghan 

Reuters 

i SOLDIERS CALL it bandit country. Locals 
call it God’s country. Strangers shudder at road- 
signs warning of IRA snipers and stare at the 
British army helicopters buzzing over South 
Armagh. 

Rarely is the symbolism of and sympathy 
with the Irish Republican Army’s (IRA) fight 
against British rule more evident than in Coun- 
ty Armagh, whose wriggly bonder marks the 
end of Northern Ireland and the beginning of 
i the 26-county Republic of Ireland. 

! For Irish Catholic Republicans, Northern Ire- 
land is six occupied counties which generations 
of Irish men and women have struggled to lib- 
erate with guns, politics and foreign lobbying, 
j Almost a year since a peace deal was i signed 
! to global jubilation on April 10, Republicans in 
' South Armagh complain they have had no 
peace dividend 

| The snipers went off duty when the IRA 
I called a ceasefire first in 1994 and again in 
1997. easing the path to peace. 

But constant British surveillance continues, 
, with roadside cameras and a network of 33 


Pro-British politicians’ demands that the IRA 
hand in guns before its political wing Sinn Rein 
takes its seats in a new ruling executive this 
month gain special significance here. 

Feelings run high that guns held by the police 
and the array are just as much part of die con- 
flict as the IRA’s own. 

“The fact is that the police and the army have 
not changed one iota in their patrolling, and in 
their attitude to the local people. There’s ongo- 
ing surveillance of each and every movement 
people in this area make," said Fearon, who 
chairs the South Armagh farmers’ and resi- 
dents’ association. 

"Unfortunately as for as the army and RUC 
are concerned this is pay-back time," he added 

Britain sees the military activity as essential 
to police the movements of Republican dissi- 
dents in (his border zone. 

Local farmers disagree. 

“The only bandits I see around here are those 
up there,” Peter Canagher said pointing at a 
row of watch towers stretching flora Carrive 
Mountain to a military installation dug into a 
field by fcris home near the border. 

"The only guns I see are the ones they carry," 
he added 



watchtowers to aid the army and Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC) police, local people say. 

For Republicans, the police station encased in 
metal, army barracks buried in ferule fields and 
armed forces who stop them regularly to check 
documents are a sign that Britain and its forces 
are not ready to let go of the colonial past. 

“It seems as if the army and RUC want to rar- 
tie cages until something happens” local busi- 
nessman Declan Fearon said in an interview at 
his home in the village of Jonesborough, where 
a watchtower looms on the hill above his 
house. 

Snipers on hold suspicions intact at least on 
the surface, life here has changed little in the 


! year since politicians sought to set aside cen- 
' runes of enmity between Protestants and 
i Catholics with the power-sharing peace deal. 

! The mounting toll of soldiers shot by snipers 
! and attacks on a barracks at the town of Cross- 
| maelen had halted with the truce. 

1 No one has taken down the authentic-looking 
! road signs with an IRA sniper staring down the 
i barrel of a gun. 

| Wooden letters nailed vertically to lampposts 
m j declare “IRA" and 10 white crosses on a road- 
- i side verge commemorate prisoners who 
l starved themselves to death for the ERA. 
j The labyrinthine country lanes, doud- 
! swathed mountains and expansive bush-stud- 
I Jed vallevs complete the impression of a pic- 

’ turesque hiding place for armed Republicans. 

• One visible effect of the accord was the 
I removal of a checkpoint on the Belfast to 
! Dublin road nearby — though it was a bit of a 
; fio leaf. Security forces always had difficulty 
i policing the area’s bewildering network of 


roads. . . - , 

These days suspicion of Britain is only slight- 


I 


! lv muted. , . . 

! * Farmers and businesspeople mounted a cam- 
I naien IS months ago to draw attention to die 
! Krv presence which they now say is 
i increase and flies in the face of provisoes m 
•h* for demilitarisation as the security 


threat is reduced 


Special contempt is reserved for the mainly 
Protestanr RUC, seen as Britain’s poodle and a 
force with strongly pro-British ‘loyalist” sym- 
pathies which must be disbanded 

It used to be so dangerous here that heli- 
copters zoomed personnel in and out to carry 
out roadchecks. 

Farmers retaliated by claiming compensation 
for many thousands of animals lolled or injured 
due to military activity. 

As for the official view that the checks help 
control dissidents — like the real BRA which 
killed 29 people with a bomb last year and has 
its base a short drive across the border — pub- 
lican Paddy Short says: “No one controls 
C rossmagl en ” 

Mo Mowlam, the widely-respected minister 
credited with keeping the’ politicians talking, 
and who under direct rale is in charge of the 
province, gets probably the best compliment he 
has ever paid to a member of the British cabi- 
net — “she’s alright". 

But when she visited Mowlam lost his trust 
by saying the military had to stay. “She trusts 
the security forces,” tie said 

To people who live and breathe Republican 
philosophy, the IRA ceasefire was supposed to 
herald a new era of normality and the peace 
deal’s provisions fix stronger links with the 
republic were an embryonic united Ireland. 

To them, the bonder is a comfort zone which 
exists in the minds of Protestant descendants of 
British planters who formed a majority in the 
north when the island was partitioned in 1921. 

“We’re every bit as Irish as the people who 
live across that border." Fearon said 

He said Britain should take the IRA's word 
for it and cut another strand in the umbilical 
cord to London by removing the spying net- 
work of watchtowers from thefr doorsteps. 

But relentless IRA attacks which won South 
Armagh its reputation wBl take a long time to 
be forgotten — most notoriously, the 
Kingsmills massacre of 1976, when 10 local 
Protestants were dragged from a mini-bus and 
gunned to death. 



Vietnam’s communists face uphill struggle 


By Dean Yates 

Reuters 

VIETNAM'S- • ELDERLY'” 
former pome minister Pham* 
Yan’Doog once said fighting'" 
a war for independence was 
easier than running a country. 

The current generation of 
Communist leaders might 
agree. 

Myriad challenges hover 
over the Communist Rarty — 
a slowing economy, disheart- 
ened foreign investors, rising 
unemployment, widespread 
discontent over corruption 
and a massive population of 
young people expecting a bet- 
ter life than their parents. 

Moreover, there is a danger 
thai the party’s indecisive 
leadership might dash the 
growing expectations among 
79 million people eager to tap 
economic reforms adopted a 
decade ago. 

A0 of this adds up to a 
rather uncertain future, politi- 
cal analysts said 

A nation that has known lit- 
tle but conflict and depriva- 
tion this century risked slip- 
ping off the world’s radar 
screen, said Robert Templet, 
author of "Shadows And 
Wind,” a bock on contempo- 
rary Vietnam. 

“Vietnam is not really in a 
crisis, more a slew-burning 
descent into international 
irrelevance,” he said. 

"Those who control 
international capital are scep- 
tical of (economic) reforms 
and don’t see significant 
prospects...Ihe government 
is also unwilling to address 
political reform which is 
essential for real economic 
change and development” 

Many foreign businessmen 
fed up with bureaucracy and 
high costs have already writ- 
ten Vietnam off as an invest- 
ment destination in the short 


munist Party was remarkably 
resilient and had adapted 
before to major hurdles 
involving independence wars, 
famine and then collapse of 
its benefactors in the former 
Soviet bloc 

"The party system is not 
brittle. Vietnam’s one-party 
state will continue to change 
and adapt,” Carlyle Thayer, a 
Vietnam expert at the Asia- 
Pacific Centre for Security 
Studies in Hawaii told 
Reuters. 

"There is no opposition 
movement or personality 
capable of challenging its 
authority let alone toppling it 

“The greatest challenge 
comes from below as individ- 
uals in the villages and cities 
attempt to evade stale author- 
ity and conduct their lives 
without reference to the 
party,” he said. 

Some analysts said the 
biggest immediate threat to 
the party was official corrup- 
tion, a curse that has prompt- 
ed hand-wringing among 
senior party members and 
sparked violence in some 
rural areas and widespread 
discontent. 

In May the party will 
launch a two-year campaign 
of criticism and self-criticism 
to try to cleanse the ranks of 
its 2.3 million members. But 
the question of public 
accountability, always a sore 
point in Vietnam, would like- 
ly remain sticky. 

Officials have said results of 
the campaign would be an 
internal party matter. 

Calls for change are voices 
in the wilderness neverthe- 
less, many Vietnamese still 
seem quite sanguine about 
the future, partly because 
their predicament little more 
than a Hiyadp ago was so 
awfuL 

The wild card could be the 


OUT OF STEP? Members of Vietnam's elite honour guard goose- 
step past the mausoleum which houses the preserved remains of 
former revolutionary leader Ho Chi Minh at a regular changing of the 
guard ceremony at Ba Dinh square In central Hanoi (Reuters photo) 


term, 

Hanoi has made clear the 
government will reform the 
economy at its own pace, 
focus on mobilising internal 
resources and keep a tight lid 
on political controls. 

Alluding to internal ills. 
Communist Party General 
Secretary Le Kha Phieu early 
in February listed a catalogue 
of woes such as graft and dis- 
unity afflicting the party and 
said conditions were ripe for 
attempts to sabotage the 
regime. 

But political analysts said 
the party was not about to 
split — or the population 
rebel — anytime soon despite 
the economic difficulties in 
one of the world's poorest 
nations. 

They said Vietnam’s Com- 


youth — a staggering 41 mil- 
lion people bora after the 
Vietnam war ended in 1975 
that so far have avoided buck- 
ing the political system but 
who expect to find jobs and 
enjoy a better life than then- 
parents. 

Indeed, at this stage only a 
small group of hard-core dis- 
sidents and retired officials 
such as General Tran Do, a 
life-long revolutionary, have 
been willing to publicly criti- 
cise the party and call for 
political reform. 

The party expelled Do in 
January and since then letters 
from several retired officials 
expressing concern at his 
treatment have circulated, but 
this was not enough to greatly 
challenge die party, according 
to analysts suds as Thayer. 


William Turley, a Vietnam 
watcher at the Department of 
Political Science at Southern 
Illinois University, said the 
party's response to rural 
unrest in Thai Birth province 
in 1997 showed it could 
assess and adjust to pressures 
from below. 

Local corruption and abuse 
of power in Thai Binh 
sparked violent protests that 
shook the party and prompted 
Hanoi to remove dozens of 
provincial officials. 

Turley said despite signs of 
ossification such as die inabil- 
ity of lower party echelons ro 
punish wayward cadres, the 
organisation’s ability to adapt 
meant one could not rule out 
the emergence of a crop of 
more tolerant leaders. 


“Do not be surprised if 
enlightened leadership comes 
to power and engineers a 
gradual transition to a kind of 
controlled pluralism in the 
years ahead,” he said. 

Party legitimacy hinges on 
economic growth to meet the 
rising expectations that have 
soared under the "Doi Moi" 
economic restructuring 
reforms, the party needed 
solid growth, analysis said. 

This was a key plank for 
Hanoi's legitimacy, they 
added- 

‘ “Economic performance is 
what everyone will be look- 
ing at and on that account the 
party has some difficult years 
ahead," said David Marr, a 
professor at the Pacific and 
Asian History Department at 


the Australian National Uni- 
versity. 

Economic growth this year 
is forecast at around three per 
cent by most economists, 
compared with the govern- 
ment's official figure of 5.S 
per cent last year. 

Vietnam specialist An 
Kpkko from the Stockholm 
School of Economics said he 
believed the country could 
manage slower growth in 
pure economic terms for 
some time. 

"But 1 think the big ques- 
tion mark shows up in the 
political stage. Would people 
accept the strict controls that 
would be brought by slower 
growth? Even more impor- 
tantly, would people accept 
losing hope?” he asked. 
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Arab Monetary Fund: Gulf 
economic reform ‘unlikely’ 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Any major reform in the 
Arab Gulf states’ 
economies is “unlikely” in 
the short-term even .as their 
revenues shrink as 'a result 
of plummeting oil prices, 
the Arab Monetary Fund 
C.AMF) said Tuesday. 

‘Most probably, the crisis 
will continue to be per- 
ceived as a temporary cash 
flow problem ... drastic eco- 
nomic reform is unlikely to 
be envisaged at least for the 
■ time being," the AMFs 
Director General Jassim A1 
Mannai said. 

The Gulf’s reaction to ris- 
ing budget deficits “could 
vary from postponement 
and cancellation of capital 
expenditure to borrowing," 
both domestically and 
externally, “drawing from 
reserves and further partial 
privatisation," Mannai told 
a conference here. 

The oil-dependent Arab 
Gulf states have seen rev- 
enues wither since oil prices 
started falling IS months 
ago. Although some 
attempts have been made to 
cut-back on lavish state 
expenditure, few have made 
any fundamental economic 
changes. 

But Mannai warned that 
most Gulf states' “budget 
structure is so rigid that the 
margin of manoeuvre seems 
to be very limited ... gov- 
ernments can’t any more 
afford to maintain the status 
quo.” 


“Old conventional eco- 
nomic practices are neither 
appropriate nor viable ... 
fiscal discipline should then 
become the order of the 
day” 

Meanwhile, the Uoiced 
Arab Emirates (UAE) cen- 
tral bank governor said 
Tuesday the slump in world 
oil prices is forcing Arab 
Gulf states to rethink gov- 
ernment financing and the 
private sector will be key to 
this. 

“The fall in oil prices has 
put enormous pressure on 
resources and on Gulf gov- 
ernments and there is a fear 
that the current level of oil 
prices may continue for 
some time to come,” Gov- 
ernor Nasser A1 Suweidi 
said. 

“To prevent debt levels 
from increasing further 
other means of financing 
government expenditure 
should be devised,” he told 
a two-day conference on 
energy, infrastructure and 
finance in Abu Dhabi. 

Oil-producing Arab Gulf 
states have been bard hit in 
recent months by the slide 
in world oil prices, which 
remain the lynchpin of their 
economies — and their 
budgets have suffered 
accordingly, 

A1 Suweidi said the bur- 
den on government 
finances could be partially 
alleviated by measures such 
as introducing property 
taxes, some form of corpo- 


rate tax and increasing cus- 
toms duties. 

But he added that shifting 
some services and projects, 
such as bousing, manufac- 
turing, health, communica- 
tions and even higher edu- 
cation into the private sec- 
tor would also save the gov- 
ernment a lot of money. 

"The time has come for 
the private sector to use its 
potential and rise to the 
challenge,” A1 Suweidi 
said. 

“It has been thought of 
and is being implemented to 
a certain extent in the UAE 
in die areas of healthcare 
and education for exam- 
ple," be said, adding that 
more of such moves were 
needed across the Gulf. 

Privatisation has recently 
become a pressing issue for 
Arab Gulf governments, 
most of whom are attempt- 
ing to diversify their 
economies away from 
dependence on oil. 

Another important ele- 
ment in funding would be 
some repatriation of funds 
from Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries 
that are held abroad. « 

“Some estimate that there 
is more than $600 billion in 
private and public fluids 
from the GCC invested out- 
side the region,” A1 Suweidi 
said. 

The GCC comprises the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait Qatar, Oman and 
Bahrain. 


OECD warns France over 
deficit and role of the state 


PARIS (AFP) — Reforms 
have strengthened the 
French economy but the 
government is now taking 
risks with its public deficit 
and- must press ahead with 
modernisation to reduce the 
rote' of the state; the OECD 
has warned. 

The OECD said that 
“whole chunks of the tax 
system are archaic or 
sources of distortions detri- 
‘ mental to growth and 
employment.” 

It repeated its standard 
argument for labour flexibil- 
ity. noting that French unem- 
ployment had fallen signifi- 
cantly, owing in part to use 
of temporary contracts, but 
took a sceptical view of the 
35-hour week. 

Some recent tax measures 
went in the right direction 
but overall “modernisation 
should be conducted without 
exacerbating the sometimes 
chronic instability of the sys- 


tem.. 

This was difficult to 
achieve through “tinkering 
rather than a general over- 
haul.” 

Broad taxation in France 
was still “excessive”. France 
had considerable scientific 
potential but bureacracy and 
taxation hampered innova- 
tion which created the most 
skilled jobs. 

In a stem review of the 
structure of the French econ- 
omy, the OECD expressed 
doubts that a central plank of 
government policy, a reduc- 
tion of the working week to 
create jobs, would have 
much effect on unemploy- 
ment 

The OECD also noted that 
aspects of the finance indus- 
try such as regulated savings 
interest rates “will have to 
change soon.” 

It said: ‘The state has con- 
tinued to withdraw from the 
still vast public enterprise 


sec tor... This process must 
continue as rapidly and com- 
pletely as the stock market 
situation allows.” 

On the positive side, the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) noted that in 
the past two years France 
had entered a new era owing 
to the election of a Socialist 
government, the introduc- 
tion of the enro and unex- 
pectedly strong growth. 
There had been a “sharp 
improvement” 

But it also noted that 
weakness outside Europe 
now threatened growth in 
France which had been dri- 
ven by foreign demand. 

Inflation was low and sta- 
ble in a way which had not 
been seen for 50 years, 
owing in part to a collapse of 
commodity prices and wage 
moderation in die context of 
the policy to qualify for the 
single currency. 


Britain promotes computer revolution in new budget 


LONDON • (AFP) ‘ — 
Britain’s government 
launched Tuesday a drive to 
put the British at the fore- 
front of the infonnation 
technology revolution, say- 
ing that this was die fiiturc 
of the world economy. 

“This industry is the great 
driver of world economic 
growth today. And Britain 
can no longer afford to lag 
behind America,” Chancel- 
lor of die Exchequer Gor- 
don Brown said as he pre- 
sented the annual budget to 
parliament 

He said that mastering the 
Internet, e-commerce and 
computer-based work was 
“the most decisive econom- 
ic challenge of the 21st cen- 
tury.” 

Brown announced 1 .7 bil- 
lion pounds (2.5 billion 
euros, $2.8 billion) in funds 
to enlist “schools, colleges 
and companies, public and 
private sectors across the 
board to make Britain a 
leader in the information 
economy.” 

“Our target is a national 
network of 1,000 computer 
learning centres, one for 
every community in 
Britain. They will be in 
schools, colleges, libraries, 
in Internet cafes and on the 
High Street,” Brown said. 

This network would mean 
that “Britain is equipped for 
the information age” 
because those “left out of 
thp new knowledge revolu- 
tion will be left behind in 
the dew knowledge econo- 
my,” he said. 

“Our targets for the new 
economy are ambitious: 
Within three years, one mil- 
lion small businesses able 
to benefit from- e-com- 
merce; 32,000 schools con- 
nected to tbe Internet, with 
370.000 teachers computer- 
trained.” 

Brown also said the gov- 
ernment would encourage 
schools and companies to 
make their computers avail- 
able to staff for home use. 

In addition, “we will pio- 
neer, a system under which 
local partnerships will be 
able to loan computer? and' ~ 
software in the new century 
the way local libraries have 
loaned books in the last 
century.” 

Brown also laid emphasis 
on government aid for uni- 
versity level scientific 
research, promising 100 
million pounds in new 
investment in laboratories 
and equipment so chat 
British inventions could 
then be manufactured in 
Britain. 

New high-tech companies 
will also be to access a 20 
million pounds venture 
capital fund. Brown said. 

He unveiled a tax credit 
on research and develop- 
ment to give “new business 


and small business — the 
biggest source of innova- 
tive ideas ■ — cash help to 
research and develop their 
innovations even before 
they make their first prof- 
its.” 

“At a cost of 150 million 
pounds a year, this targeted 
tax cut will underwrite 
almost one third of research 
and development costs for 
small business. Britain now 
has one of tbe best incen- 
tives for innovation any- 
where in the industrialised 
world.” Brown said. 

In his third national bud- 
get, Brown pledged sur- 
prise tax cuts worth four 
billion pounds ($6.4 billion, 
5.6 billion euros) and paint- 
ed a rosy picture of the 
British economy. 

The fiscal package for 
1999-2000 was aimed pri- 
marily at families, small 
business and the poorest 
workers. 

Brown told parliament 
that the budget was “a bet- 
ter deal for work, a better 
deal for the family, a better 
deal for business." 

Central to his tax reduc- 
tions was a cut in the start- 
ing rate of income tax to 10 
per cent, its lowest level 
since 1962, from April and 
a reduction in the basic 
income tax rate to 22 per 
cent from 24 per cent in 
2000. Brown said this 
would be tbe lowest basic 
tax rate for 70 years. 

“The tax cuts I have made 
today are tax cuts that 
encourage work and which 
make work pay,” said 
Brown. 

His fiscal promise was 
made amid a slowdown of 
the British economy, which 
is starting to tire after suc- 
cessive crises around the 
world. 

Brown nonetheless 
retained his economic 
growth forecast of 1.0 to 
1 5 per cent this year. 

This is despite a 50 per 
cent reduction in world 
growth, a 50 per cent fall in 
British exports to Asia and 
the fact that one quarter of 
tbe world isimecessioo? 

“The storms may come 
again but because of what 
we have done, our economy 
is now better prepared to 
weather them,” a bullish 
Brown told parliament. 

He predicted that inflation 
would not rise above 2.5 
per CGDt for the next three 
years. 

“Britain can look forward 
to sustained low inflation,” 
he said. 

The chancellor said he 
would implement tax 
changes to craft “a dynamic 
Britain of enterprise and 
fairness.” 

Two million workers 
would see their income tax 
burden cut in half as a result 


of the lower starting rates, hoi tax would be ^ left 
he said. unchanged “this side of the 

Brown also targeted fami- Millennium,” but smokers 
ly voters with a raft of tax would have to pay five per 
breaks that he said would cent more tax on their ciga- 


ensure that “700,000 chil- 
dren are being lifted out of 
poverty.” 

Family tax credits would 
be adjusted to give more 
money to families with 
young children. 

Brown’s blueprint of 
forging “a new enterprise 
economy open to all” was 
underpinned by a pledge to 
cut business taxes from 31 
to 30 pence from April. 

In addition. Brown said 
tbat he would introduce a 
10 per cent starting rare for 
new small companies. 

In a break with tradition. 
Brown promised that alco- 


rettes and petrol duties 
would also rise. 

In addition to the 40 bil- 
lion pounds already ear- 
marked by the government 
to rejuvinate Britain's ail- 


Britain would enjoy a 
budget surplus of tour bil- 
lion pounds this year under 
new accounting rules, or a 
public sector net borrowing 
surplus of one billion 
pounds under old measure- 
ments. 

Debt interest repayments 
would fall by four billion 


ing healthcare and educa- p 0Un ds over the next three 

tion systems. Brown ^ Britain would 

on avlm 1 7(1 mil- * ■ j » 


promised an extra 170 mil- 
lion pounds to cut crime 
and lavish capital invest- 
ment programmes for the 
regions, notably Northern 
Ireland and Scotland. 

For all his fiscal largesse. 
Brown insisted that “this 
budget will lock in mone- 
tary and fiscal stability for 
tbe long term.” 


reap a current budget sur- 
plus total, covering day to 
day government spending, 
of 34 billion pounds over 
the next five years. 

“I can confirm that 
Britain is well within the 
Maastricht criteria," said 
Brown. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wiliams 


ACROSS 
1 Enthusiasm 
4 Soft drinks 
9 Sweetheart 

14 ■\bu_My 
Sunshine" 

15 Texas shrine 

16 Woric 

17 Time period 

18 Security device 
20 Lasso 

22 Annoy 

23 Moscow 
moolah 

24 Aloes 

26 Transmit 

27 Midpoint 

- 29 They went ! 

33 Incited 

34 Plumbing 
problems 

35 Arab robe 

36 Dugoutstack 

37 Overly 
sentimental 

38 Mshmashdah 

39 Late started 

40 Wandering caH 

41 TVrfmed crystal 

42 Moderated 

44 Struck with 
crushing blows 

45 Shoshones 

46 L'chalm, e.g. 

47 ■Cltfcen Kane' 
director 

50 goo pal pan 

51 Hindu dlsdpHne 
54 Satellite 

surveffience 
57 Break the tape 
.55 Arctic goose 

59 Host 

60 Put a stop to 

61 Marsh piant 

62 Lion* plaints 

63 Beam 
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THE PCWV EXPRESS LD5T \ ( CM HANGING l/P 
THEIR BEST P0NK AND THEN I V FIVE MINUTES A60 

THERE WAS A R0BSERT, AND | 7 

THEN SOME BAD WEAJH6R^NI7.. | 
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By Gerald R. Ferguson 
Portland, OR 


THE LOCAL G0LLE6E 
^ »S STARTING. A 
1 COMPUTER 
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6 Jack of 'Barney 

Miner* : 

9 Exhibits 
ostentatiously 

10 Greek letter 

11 One of Adam's 
sons 

12 Additional 

13 Memorable 
times 

19 Like old 

stain 

21 fioboTSfflt 


DOWN 

1 Jack of talk- 
shows 

2 Cogito__sum 

3 Voyeur 

4 Cleveland 
eager, briefly 

5 ‘JFK* director 
Stone 

6 Loads up 

7 Visa rival, lor 
short 


25 Wad first 

26 Contour 

27 Noah's ark 
measurement 

28 Eradicate 

29 Lukewarm 

30 Guard's post 

31 White poplar 

32 Swerved off 
course 

34 Theater 
sections 

37 Most achy 

38 Impudent 
40 Period of 

peace 
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I didn't start talking until I was five. 
Before that, I had nothing to 
complain about!” 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to torm tour ordinary woids. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H»uf Arnold aid Ifffw Ayrton 
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A BALMY DAY 
PORBCA ST CAN 

Sethis. 


41 Lamb's lament 

43 Whimpering 

44 _T. 
Washington 

46 Pucdni opera 

47 Insect snares 

48 ‘Jane * 

49 Get the out 

(hurry) 


SO Office note, 
briefly 

52 Actress 
Loflobrlgfda 

53 Gibb or 
Wiliams 

55 H!s companion 

55 Affirmative 
response 
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Now arranga the circled letters to 
fa™ the surprise answer, as 
5u 93estetf fay die above cartoon. 
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Tradesmen in Balqa Governorate blame 
guest workers for being unemployed 


** 


TRADESMEN IN the Balqa 
Governorate are the most hurt by the 
recession despite their efforts in seek- 
ing work and lowering their charges in 
an area where there are many plants and 
where pay is considered low compared 
to high living costs. 

A!i Awad, a tradesman specialised in 
electrical installation, said he had 
worked in this trade for ten years and he 
had many unskilled workers helping 
him. “This trade provided me with large 
income that was sufficient for me and 
my children."’ he said. “But a number of 
years ago, some of the guest workers 
who learned the trade from me are now 
competing in the market.” 

He indicated that the guest workers 
offered extremely low charges and that 
despite their lack of skill many people 
would employ them. He demanded that 
the Ministry of Labour prevent guest 
workers from entering the country 
instead of chasing those who do not 
carry work permits, noting that employ- 
ers resort to hiding the guest workers 
from labour i nspectors. Awad also 
demanded that die ministry specify 
charges for tradesmen because that is 
the only guarantee for the Jordanian 
worker in the labour market. 

Mohammad Salem, an unskilled 
labourer and unemployed for three 
months, said he assisted a construction 
worker for many years and earned JD5 
for working a full day. “The amount 
was sufficient despite the big effort I 
had to put in.” he added. Mohammad 
blamed guest workers for his unem- 
ployment because ‘"they work for low 
pay as they do not have financial oblig- 


ations such as water, electricity and 
housing." he said noting that large num- 
bers of guest workers live in small 
rooms, eat barely enough and transfer 
to their countries large sums of money. 

Mohammad Abdul Karim, a car 
mechanic and unemployed for about a 
year also blames his “extreme" suffer- 
ing on guest workers from many 
nationalities. “I learned the trade from 
very skilled tradesmen in and outside of 
Salt and when I became pretty knowl- 
edgeable about the work, die last person 
I worked for closed his workshop and 
since I have been looking for a job," he 
said. 

Mohammad added that Jordanian 
employers resort to employ guest work- 
ers who, due to their large numbers, are 
willing to work for very low pay. He 
stressed that certain measures be estab- 
lished to minimise the problem either 
through reducing the number of guest 
workers or through intensifying inspec- 
tion and penalising employers who take 
non-Jordanian labourers despite the 
availability of suitable Jordanian substi- 
tutes. 

Kamal Insheiwat. the director of the 
Balqa employment office said there are 
4,841 guest workers who have valid 
working permission but there are other 
large numbers working without per- 
mits. He added that such large numbers 
represent a major problem for trades- 
men in the Balqa in light of the few job 
opportunities. “The problem has 
become clear as more tradesmen are 
complaining about this situation," he 
concluded (Al Ra’i). 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This would be a mar- 
vellous day for romping through fields of wild flowers. 
If you can get the time off. (hat activity is highly recom- 
mended. But calling in sick is not a good idea, because 
a secret is likely to be revealed today. You certainly 
don't want it to be about you doing something you 
shouldn't be. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Some sort of invest- 
ment you have seems to be gaining in value more quick- 
ly than normal. It’s kind of a surprise, really. You might 
want to check this out. If you have some old jewellery 
in vour safety deposit box, for example, have it reap- 
praised. You may be worth more than you thought. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) A person you’ve known 
for years and thought you knew very well could throw 
you a curve today. You figured you knew what would 
happen next, but you probably don’t. All bets are off as 
new habits replace old ones. Not to worry. Most of them 
will be for the bener. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Things on your job are 
not as you expected, but they could turn out to be more 
like you’d hoped. That’s true whether your job is corpo- 
rate or domestic. For example, your 2-year-old could 
suddenly pony-train himself without further help from 
you. just because he likes it that way. Stranger things 
have happened, and today they might 
LEO: (July 23 to August 22) There are all sorts of 
changes going on in vour love life. You may not be 
changing people, but the person you love is not the same 
as before. A point you’ve been Dying to get across may 
finally be sinking in. much to your delight. The exercise 
programme is really starting to happen, for instance. 
Congratulations to you both! 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) There’s some- 
thing changing about your place, that's for sure. It could 
be the furniture getting rearranged, or the living room 
getting painted, or maybe you decided to move to a bet- 
ter location. Follow your partner's hunch and you 
should do fine. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) Looks like con- 
ditions are right for a massive dose of spring fever. Love 
is in Lhe air. and a couple of surprise are also predicted. 
You may think you know about love, but you’d be wise 
to keep an open mind. Don t let a relationship that s long 
cone eel in the way of one that’s happening now. 
SCORPIO: ( October 24 to November 2 1 ) The action is 
hot and heavy again today. You might feel like you’re in 
the middle of a battle zone, but hopefully you really 
aren’t. You will have to pay attention to what's going on, 
however. Changes are happening fast You snooze, you 
lose. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Finish up old business quickly. You need to get on to 
other things. There are changes you need to put into 
effect once vou get the chance, lime and money. Well, 
you may not have all that quite yeu but it’s coming. So 
take the first step. Let others know about your vision. 
Thai’s the first step. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) 
Somebody cUe’s disaster could turn out to be your 
stroke of'sood fortune. The other person may want to 
set ride of something quickly, for example, and it’s just 
what vou need. You could come across this information 
in a rather roundabout manner. But the way. it’s help if 
vou tell you people what you’re looking for. 
AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) You and 
vnur friends can accomplish incredible things today, 
which vou can barely even imagine. You don't have to 
mastermind all of them, however. Looks like your 
friends are coming up with some excellent ideas, with 
onlv a little coaching from you. Let one of them take the 

PISCES: ( Febniarv 20 to March 20) Changes in high 
Places could affect’ vou, in a positive way. If you're in 
the risht place at the right time, you could benefit finan- 
cial I v as well as experience an increase in your status. If 
this isn’t happening yeu better check out the want ads. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


MAN targets 
DM1 billion 
pre-tax profit 

MUNICH. Germany (AFP) 
— German truck maker MAN 
said Thursday that it was 
expecting higher sales and pre- 
tax profit of around one billion 
marks (510 million euros, 
$561 million) in the year end- 
ing June 30. 

“Sales should exceed last 
year’s level of 24.8 billion 
marks (12.68 billion euros. 
$14 billion)." MAN said in a 
stalemenL”And after pre-tax 
profit of 809 million marks last 
year, we’re targeting a level of 
around one billion marks.” 

Business in the period from 
July to December, which rep- 
resents the firet half of the cur- 
rent business year, developed 
positively, “despite the raw 
economic climate." MAN 
said. 

First-half sales totalled 5.582 
billion euros, a rise of six per 
cent from the figure for the 
corresponding period of the 
previous year 

Incoming orders slipped by 
one per cent to 6.01 billion 
euros ($6.6 billion), pre-tax 
profit jumped by 47 per cent to 
199 million euros ($219 mil- 
lion) and net profit was 43 per 
cent higher at 135 million 
euros ($149 million). 
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for Amman Bourse 
board to be held tomorrow 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Brokerage 
companies at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
will Thursday elect five of 
the seven-member board of 
directors that will ran the 
affairs of the Amman 
Bourse for a period of three 
years, brokers said Tuesday. 

They indicated that the 
other two members will be 
nominated by the Jordan 
Securities Commission. 

Three of those who are 
expected to be elected on 
Thursday will represent the 
brokerage firms while 
another two will represent 
commercial banks which 
have established their own 
brokerage firms. 

The new board which will 
replace the current manage- 
ment of the stock market, 
aims at activating the 
investment in the bourse as 
well as supervising the mar- 


ket’s daily activities. 

It will also prepare for 
replacing the current manu- 
al method of trading by a 
computerised system along 
with other regulations to 
operate the bourse. 

The state-run AFM now 
oversees the stock market 
with a regulatory role. It 
will be replaced by the new 
private sector-run bourse 
which will be an “indepen- 
dent entity." 

The sources, who asked 
not to be named, pointed 
that 33 companies, 27 firms 
representing brokerage 
houses and six others repre- 
senting the commercial 
banks, would take part in 
the upcoming elections. 

At least eight candidates 
are contesting to win the 
brokerage firms tickets 
while only three are running 

from the other category. 

The candidates were iden- 
tified as: Ibrahim Dawood, 


Asa’ad Disi, Dawood 
Qishtah, Samih Ja’abari, 
Mohammed Bilbesi, 

Mohammed Tash, Nasser 
Amad, Waleed Najjar. 
Samir Jaradat, Mohammed 
Ha did, Munir Tufaha and 
Hani HaJawani. 

The bourse's board of 
directors will be one of 
three agencies that will run 
the Amman Bourse, in addi- 
tion to the Securities 
Commission and the 
Depository and Transfer 
Centre as stipulated by the 
1998 Securities Law. 

Shares of at least 160 
firms are registered and 
traded at the stock market. 

1998 figures showed that 
turnover in the past year 
amounted to JD464 million 
while price index stood at 
170 points at the end of the 
year, a modest 0-50 points 
up from 1997. 


Rotterdam, world’s busiest 
port, even busier in 1998 


ROTTERDAM (AFP) — 
Rotterdam, the busiest port 
in the world in terms of the 
loading and unloading of 
cargo, recorded its most 
active year last year, 
according to figures pub- 
lished by die harbour 
authority. 

A total of 314.8 million 
tonnes of goods transited 
through the port in 1998, an 
increase of 1.3 per cent over 


the amount registered in 
1997. 

The number of containers 
loaded and unloaded 
jumped by 9.1 per cent. 

The amount of products 
transported, however, 
revealed some changes, 
with the head of the port 
authority. Willem Scholten, 
crisis had had a noticeable 
effect. 

He noted an increase of 


steel and containers from 
that region, while “contain- 
ers heading to that part of 
the world were more often 
going back empty.” 

Sand, gravel, raw miner- 
als. chemicals, oil products 
and coal accounted for the 
biggest rise in cargo activity 
at the port, while processed 
minerals, metal and cereal 
transits all declined, the 
authority said. 


RJR Nabisco to sell international 
tobacco unit to Japan 


NEW YORK (AFP) — RJR 
Nabisco, battered by ami -cig- 
arette litigation, on Monday 
announced plans to sell its 
international tobacco unit to 
Japan Tobacco and to spin off 
its domestic operation, RJ 
Reynolds. 

The announcement fol- 
lowed company warnings late 
last year that it would suffer 
financially as a result of 
November’s $206 billion set- 
tlement between U.S. ciga- 
rette makers and 46 U.S. 
states. 

The states had sued the 
industry in a bid to recover 
some of the costs of treating 
sick smokers. 

The company said proceeds 
from the $8 billion sale to 
Japan Tobacco would be used 
to reduce debt and for general 
corporate purposes. As part of 
the agreement. Japan 
Tobacco will assume $200 
million of Nabisco debt. 

The decision to separate 
RJR Nabisco’s food and 
tobacco assets, which would 
take place once die interna- 
tional sale is completed, came 
as the company freed another 


takeover bid from financier 
Carl Icahn, who had advocat- 
ed such a spliL 

Icahn and Bennet LeBow, a 
leading Nabisco shareholder, 
had tried to take control of the 
conglomerate two years ago. 

In the face of foreign sales 
that slid 10 per cent last year 
to $3.07 billion, RJR Nabisco 
said Tuesday it would provide 
Japan Tobacco with all the 
business of RJ Reynolds 
International, including die 
international rights to the 
Camel, Winston and Salem 
cigarette brands. 

“The sale of Reynolds 
International accomplishes a 
paramount strategic objective 
for our company.” said RJR 
Nabisco Chairman Steven 
Goldstooe. 

“It enables us to realise 
extraordinary value from that 
business and paves the way 
for us to separate the domes- 
tic tobacco business from the 
rest of our organisation on a 
sound and pmdent financial 
basis.” 

Japan's sole producer of 
cigarettes said the deal was 
struck Tuesday to take over 


the U.S. firm’s overseas 
tobacco business in more than 
70 countries. • 

RJR Nabisco ranks third 
and Japan Tobacco fourth 
among the world's tobacco 
producers in terms of volume 
sales after Philip Moms 
Company of the United 
States and British American 
Tobacco (BAT). 

The Japanese firm stated 
that it would “basically main- 
tain" the present system of 
RJR Nabisco’s overseas 
tobacco operations and would 
cany out business plans 
under the current manage- 
ment of the U.S. producer. 

With the sale completed. 
RJR Nabisco’s domestic food 
and tobacco businesses 
would be separated through a 
tax-free spin-off to holders of 
shares in the tobacco unit. 

“We believe that the food 
and tobacco businesses will 
best be able to achieve their 
full potential under separate 
ownership structures,” said 
Goldstone in a statement 
here. 
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Seles, Chang bounced 
out of Indian Wells 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — 
An out-of-sorts Monica 
Seles bowed out of the 
Evert Cup here Monday, 
one of three top seeds to fall 
in the third rouad as World 
No. 1 Martina Hingis 
marched into the quarter 
finals. 

Slovakia's Henri eta 

Nagyova, ranked 27th in the 
world, dispatched third- 
seeded Seles 6-2, 6-4 to 
reach the quarter finals. 
She'll face Sandrine Testud 
of France, who laid the 
ghost of Wimbledon past 
when she ousted eighth- 
seeded compatriot Nathalie 
Tauziat 7-6 (7/3). 6-2. 

U.S. veteran Chanda 
Rubin beat seventh-seeded 


Arizona, last week. 

He’ll be replaced in the 
draw by lucky loser 
Fernando Meligeni of 
Brazil. 

Nagyova, 20, needed just 
one hour and five minutes to 
dispose of the third-seeded 
Seles. 

“My mind definitely was- 
n't there front the start until 
the end,” said Seles, who 
was making her first appear- 
ance in the tournament since 
she won the singles title in 
1992. “She didn’t give me a 
chance really to get into it.” 

Nagyova broke Seles 
twice as she raced to a 4-0 
lead in the first set, and 
Seles never caught up. 

"She just played really 


well." Seles said. “I mean, 
she was attacking, running 
down balls, not too many 
unforced errors. I think her 
backhand, she hit some real- 
ly great angles on it" 

Testud admitted that she 
was surprised to see 

Nagyova’s name lined up 
against her in the quarters. 

But her main emotion was 
relief after she beat Tauziat 
in their Fust meeting since 
the fourth round at 

Wimbledon in 1997, when 
Testud wasted two match 
points before losing in three 
sets. 

Tauziat had two set points 
at 15-40 against Testud 's 
serve in the 1 1th game, and 
she also led 3-1 in the first- 



Jan Siemerink from the Netherlands screams after falling during his match against 
Michael Chang from the U.S. at the Champions Cup in Indian Wells. Siemerink won 
7-5, 6-3 (AFP photo) 

South African Amanda 
Coetzer 6-4, 6-4 to reach a 
quarter final with top seed 
and defending champion 
Hingis. Hingis proved 
immune to the upset bug, 
easing past compatriot Patty 
Schnyder 6-1, 6-3. 

It was the fourth day of 
play in the $1.25 million 
WTA Tour event, which 
began sharing the stage with 
the ATP Tour’s $2.45 mil- 
lion Champions Cup on 
Monday. 

In men’s first-round 
action, Briton Greg 
Rusedski overpowered 
Czech Petr Korda 6-3. 6-4, 
his 1 1 aces including one of 
141 mph. 

Russian 19-year-old 
Marat Safin posted an 
impressive 6-4, 6-4 victory 
over Sweden’s Thomas 
Enqvist, and former World 
No. 2 Michael Chang fell in 
straight sets to Jan 
Siemerink of the 
Netherlands. 

Siemerink fell late in the 
second set and bruised his 
hip, on injury that he said 
was painful enough to inter- 
fere with his game even 
though the trainer told him 
nothing was broken or 
sprained. 

“Luckily I was two breaks 
up.” said Siemerink who led 
the second set 5-2 when it 
happened and finished off a 
7-5, 6-3 win. “If I was one 
break up and I lose my 
serve, then I would be in 
deep trouble, I think." 

The Champions Cup, the 
first of the prestigious Super 
Nine events on the ATP cal- 
endar this year, lost another 
marquee name when Andre 
Agassi withdrew because of 
the right hamstring injury he 
suffered during the semi- 
finals in Scottsdale, 


set tiebreaker before Testud 
fought back. 

“There was a twist of luck 
for me," Testud said. 
“Winning the first set was 
important.” 

Tauziat, who has won just 
one match in four tourna- 
ments this year, agreed. 

“I’m the one who lost the 
first set,” she said. “I played 
poor shots on the two set 
points. The first set was 
very important, after that I 
was less and less in the 
match.” 

Testud earned the first ser- 
vice break of the second set 
in the sixth game to lead 4- 
2, and broke again in the 
eighth to wrap up the match. 

“It was a relief," Testud 
said. “That match at 
Wimbledon was by far the 
worst match of my career. 
That’s the reason I tried to 
concentrate as much as I 
could. The first set was very 
difficult We were both 
tight." 

On Tuesday, fourth-seed- 
ed Jana Novotna, fifth-seed- 
ed German Steffi Graf. No. 
6 Mary Pierce of France and 
unseeded giant killer Serena 
Williams vie for quarter- 
final berths. 

The men’s first round con- 
tinues and the second round 
begins. Second-seeded 

Russian Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov continues his 
bid to topple Pete Sampras 
from the World No. I rank- 
ing with a second-rounder 
against Brazil's Gustavo 
Kuerten, a 6-2. 6-4 winner 
over Thomas Muster on 
Monday. 

Like all the top eight seeds 
Kafelnikov had a first-round 
bye. 

Fifth-seeded Australian 
Pal Rafter and seventh- 
seeded Briton Tim Henman 
also play second-round 
matches Tuesday. ' /' ' 



Henrieta Nagyova of Slovakia serves against Monica Seles from the U.S. at the Evert 
Cup in Indian Wells, California. Nagyova npset Seles 6-2, 6-4 (AFP photo) 



Martina Hingic 0 f Switzerland serves against Patty Schnyder of Switzerland during 
Evert Cup play in Indian Wells, CA. Hingis defeated Schnyder 6-1, 6-3 (AFP photo) 

Chang finds steep path back to top 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) 
— Tenacity, the hallmark 
of Michael Chang's 
game, is the trait he is 
counting on to pull him 
through th.e slump 1 that • 
started with his injury 
ridden 19981 

“This year hasn’t been 
all that great, it’s been 
quite a bit of a struggle," 
Chang said after falling 
in the first round to Jan 
Siemerink in the $2.45 
million Champions Cup 
tennis tournament. 

It was another disap- 
pointment in a season 
highlighted so far only by 
a trip to the semi-finals in 
San Jose, California, in 
February. 

He lost in the second 
round at Adelaide, 
Australia, in January, and 
in the second round of the 
Australian Open. 

After reaching the final 
four in San Jose, he lost 
in the second round at 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

“I know in time it’s 
going to come around,” 
said Chang, who couldn’t 
take advantage of a hip 
injury Siemerink suffered 
when he fell while lead- 
ing 5-2 in the second set. 
“I feel like it’s a matter of 
time, putting in the hard 
work and working on 
things. It's not there for 
me right now, but it will 
be." 

After on court treat- 
ment, Siemerink was able 
to shut out the pain of his 
bruised hip to win 7-5, 6- 
3. 

The 28-year-old from 
the Netherlands said it 
was clear Chang wasn’t 
playing up to the form 
that made him the world's 
second-ranked player in 
1996. But he wasn’t pre- 
pared to write off the man 
who will mark the 10th 
anniversary of his stun- 
ning 1989 French Open 
triumph over Ivan Lendl 
this year. 

“You need confidence 



Greg Rusedski from Great Britain serves against Czech 
player Petr Korda at the Champions Cup in Indian 
Wells (AFP photo) 


to play well," Siemerink 
said. “I have the feeling 
he doesn’t have that at the 
moment. I thought he 
made more unforced 
errors than he’s used to. 
That has nothing to do 
with speed, it’s just a 
matter of confidence. You 
have to win a few match- 
es." 

The mild-mannered 
Chang all but bristled at 
suggestions that at 27 he 
was past his prime. 

After finishing 1997 
ranked third in the world, 
he fell to 29th at the end 
of 1998 when he battled 
knee and wrist injuries. 

“Part of it is coming 
back from a year like last 
year, where I struggled 
with quite a few bad 
injuries,” said Chang, 
who still managed to 
keep his streak of win- 
ning at least one title a 
year alive for the 11th 
year with two tournament 
victories. 

“My body’s kind of out 
of sync." he said. “I made 
some adjustments last 
year to compensate for 
my injuries, which really 
haven’t helped me as far 
as movement and stuff 
like that. 


“I feel like once those 
things kind of get 
smoothed out, I feel like 
my tennis will be back to 
where I know it can be." 

Certainly he's not close 
to throwing in the towel. 

“I'm 27 years old, I 
know my best tennis is 
ahead of me," he said. 
“Unless I start losing 
every single first round, 
or I don't feel like going 
out and working hard — 
then I’ll know it’s time to 
call it quits. 

"Right now, the desire 
to go out and to work 
hard both on and off the 
court is there. I think 
that’s the really important 
part of it.” 

Siemerink agreed with 
that assessment. 

“My best year was last 
year, and I’m 28 at the 
moment,” Siemerink 
pointed out. “You never 
know. 

“The only thing I know 
is a player needs confi- 
dence, and he doesn’t 
have it at the moment. 
When you don’t have it, 
then it’s a struggle 
because the depths in the 
fjame nowadays is unbe- 
lievable. Everybody can 
beat everybody." 
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Bid chief 
admits 
Salt Lake 
City paid 
Coles’ 
trips 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australian International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 

member Phil Coles went on 

paid holidays in the United 
States as payment for help- 
ing Salt Lake City win the 
2002 Winter Games, the for- 
mer head of the bid commit- 
tee claimed Tuesday. 

Tom Welch, forced to 
stand down as Salt Lake 
Games chief after revela- 
tions he had organised a 
cash-for-votes policy run- 
ning to millions of dollars, 
told the Sydney Morning 
Herald that Coles had pro- 
vided invaluable advice on 
how to sell their city to the 
IOC members. 

Coles has claimed he went 
on onlv one approved trip to 
Salt Lake City during its 
bidding campaign and paid 
for other holidays himself. 

A Salt Lake City ethics 
committee has released 
scores of documents detail- 
ing AS60.000 ($38,000) 
worth of lavish holidays run 
up by Coles and his family 
in Utah. 

But Welch said Coles and 
his partner Patricia 
Rosenbrock never asked for 
anything. 

“I offered. I never felt 
abused by them.” he told the 
Herald. 

“I never felt exploited by 
them,” he added. "If any- 
thing we exploited them, 
they brought to us a great 
deal." 

He said Coles “u’as a con- 
tinual stream of advice” on 
everything from licensing 
arrangements for the sale of 
Olympic goods to the sale of 
international television 
rights to the Games. 

Welch defended his policy 
of offering inducements in 
the form of cash, shopping 
trips, holidays and scholar- 
ships to at least 25 IOC 
members and their relatives. 

“1 don’t think Salt Lake 
City’s bid was that much 
different than anyone else’s 
bid," he said. 

“In 1999 we’re trying to 
establish a value system for 
what was transpiring in a 
political campaign that took 
place six or seven years ago 
in the Olympic bidding 
process," he said. 

He said he had not 
engaged in anything cor- 
rupt 

“I believe the process to 
be one of excess, not a cor- 
rupt process," he said. 

Coles has. meanwhile, 
been urged to explain a gift 
of diamond and gold jew- 
ellery from the Athens team 
bidding for the 1996 
Olympic Games. 

Kevan Gosper, the other 
Australian IOC member and 
an executive board member, 
told the Financial Review: 
“I am encouraging him to 
come out and explain his 
position now on this mat- 
ter." 

The Financial Review 
obtained documents which 
show the jewellery was val- 
ued at AS 10,000 ($6,000) 
■— well in excess of the 
1988 guidelines limited 
gifts to $200. 

It was alleged last week 
Coles and his former wife 
Georgina accepted a set of 
diamond-studded cufflinks 
and a gold necklace from 
the Greeks in 1 990. 

Athens lost the 1996 
Games to Atlanta later rhat 
year. 
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LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 



Mamser meets federation officials 

AMMAN — Minister of Sports and Youth Mohammad 
Kheir Mamser Wednesday meets with representatives 
of sports federations to discuss their national teams' 
programmes for the 9th Pan-Arab Games — Ai 
Hussein Tournament. Mamser, meeting for the first 
time with the federations, is excepted to request a com- 
prehensive report on problems facing their prepara- 
tions in order to take necessary steps to solve the obsta- 
cles. The vice-President and members of the Jordan 
Olympic Committee will attend the meeting. 

Saudi volleyball to play in Amman 

AMMAN — The Jordan Volleyball Federation (JVF) is 
to host its Saudi counterpart to play friendlies during 
June 21-25 as pan of preparations for the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games — AJ Hussein Tournament. In its recent meet- 
ing, the JVF discussed a report on contacts between 
Minister of Sports and Youth Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser and A] Wihdat Club, whose players are not 
taking part in national team’s training. The JVF also 
reviewed recent preparations of holding training camps 
for the national team in Romania and Cairo during June 
and July. Arrangements to host the Iraqi men’s team 
and Syrian women’s team for friendlies were also dis- 
cussed during the meeting. 

Boxers to get Ukrainian coach 

AMMAN — The Jordan Boxing Federation (JBF) will . 
participate in the Egypt International Championship, 
organised by the Egyptian federation May 19-25. For 
that purpose, the JBF will contact its Ukrainian coun- 
terpart to enlist a trainer within two weeks to prepare 
the national team for a monthly salary of $1,700. 

Compiled by Ahmad KJuxdb 


Malaysian premier 
launches Formula 1 circuit 


SEPANG, Malaysia (AFP) — Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad on Tuesday launched a new 286 mil- 
lion ringgit ($75 million) circuit which will host a Formula 
One championship race on October 17. 

He said the 5.6 kilometre (3.3 mile.) Sepang FI Circuit 
near the new international airport would boost Malaysia's 
automotive industry and become a centre for motor sports 
development 

"I am amazed ... In less than two years, what was an oil 
palm plantation has been converted into a world-class rac- 
ing circuit said to be second to none in the world," he said 

“The Sepang circuit can become a centre for motor sport 
development not only in Malaysia but also in the region," 
he said, adding that it would be cheaper for foreign teams 
to be based here. 

The Malaysian leader said tourism would also benefit. 

“From two billion people watching this event live, there 
will surely be a sizeable number of them who will want to 
visit our country. I have been told that all hotels nearby and 
in the city have been fully booked for the Formula One race 
in October," he said 

Earlier, reigning Formula One world champion Mika 
Hakkinen test-drove on the Sepang track and predicted a 
“thrilling” race in October. 

Hakkinen, who made his Formula One debut in 1991 and 
has J 13 grand prix starts to his credit, welcomed the chal- 
lenge of a new venue but said he was worried abour 
Malaysia's hot weather. 

“It’s a difficult circuit to drive ... very fast, some demand- 
ing comers which need very good skill and a very good car. 
I like it, it’s very good work,” he was quoted as saying by 
the Bemama news agency. 

“But the biggest problem is with the heat," he said. 

The circuit, which features 15 turns and eight straights, 
offers ample room for high-speed overtaking. 

Within the circuit, there is also a 1.123 kilometre go-kart 
track, terrain for four-wheel-drive vehicles and a track for 
companies to test-drive their vehicles. 

Malaysia will also host a 500cc world motorcycle cham- 
pionship event at the new circuit next month. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Villa give trial to Indian international 

BIRMINGHAM ( AFP) — English Premiership club Aston 
Villa are giving a trial to Indian international striker 
Bhaichung Bhutia. they announced Tuesday. The 21 -year- 
old has appeared 31 times for his country, scoring 21 goals, 
and has permission from his club East Bengal to train at 
Villa Park this week. Villa manager John Gregoiy plans to 
assess the player's qualities before deciding whether to 
invest in a forward who would cost only a nominal fee. 
Gordon' Smith. acting, as the J player> agent, said today: 
"Bhaichung is regarded as India’s top footballer and Villa 
are keen to have a look at him. ’The club have offered him 
training facilities for a few days to see if he will like it over 
here and if he feels he can settle. “There is a large Indian 
community within the West Midlands area and the club are 
keen to search for fresh talent which reflects this.” 

Silas takes charge of NBA Hornets 

CHARLOTTE (AFP) — Paul Silas, who played on three 
National Basketball Association championship teams, was 
named to coach the Charlotte Hornets for the remainder of 
the 1999 season. Silas received the interim job Monday to 
replace Dave Cowens, who quit Sunday after Charlotte’s 4- 
1 1 start. Silas teamed with Cowens in helping the Boston 
Celtics win NBA tides in 1974 and 1976, and after 16 years 
ihe duo reunited last season in Charlotte when Silas 
"became an assistant. Charlotte went 51-31 last season but 
were hurt when injuries dimmed contributions by Anthony 
Mason and Glen Rice. Both might be on the trading block 


as the league deadline for transfers approaches Thursday. 

Garside and Van Liew finish third leg 

PUNTA DEL ESTE, Uruguay (AFP) — Britain's Mike 
Garside and America’s Brad Van Liew have completed the 
third leg of the Around Alone solo round-the-world yacht 
race. Garside is now standing second in class II behind 
Jean-Pierre Mouligne of France. Van Liew is third in the 
same class. Van Liew, like overall race leader Italian skip- 
per Giovanni Soldini, who received 24 hours grace for res- 
cuing France’s Isablle Autissier, will be compensated in 
time for derouting towards Britain's John Hall, whose 
yacht deraasted in February. Soldini. with Autissier aboard, 
won the third leg of the Around Alone on March 3. The 
fourth and final leg of the race towards Charleston, South 
Carolina, in the United States will get underway on April 
10 . 

Romao takes over as Alverca coach 

LISBON (AFP) — Jose Romao was on Tuesday named as 
the new coach of Portuguese first division strugglers 
Alverca. Romao replaces Mario Wilson, who was axed 
after the newly-promoted side lost 3-0 to Campomaiorense 
in a weekend Portuguese Cup match. Alverca, a club based 
in the Lisbon suburbs, are currently second bottom of the 
championship. 


Heat win as Hawks upset Orlando 


MIAMI (R) — The Heat 
inched closer to the best 
record in the East when Dan 
Majerle followed a miss by 
Tim Hardaway with 1.1 
seconds to play, giving 
Miami its second victory 
over the Philadelphia 76ers 
in four days, 91-89. 

Miami improved to 13-5 
to trail the Orlando Magic 
( 14-5) by just half a game in 
the Atlantic Division. 

Hardaway fired a high 
arching jumper from the left 
baseline and the ball 
bounced off the rim and to 
the middle of the lane. 

Majerle was there waiting 
to grab the rebound and 
quickly put it back into the 
basket. 

“I knew Tim was going to 
take the shot with sLx sec- 
onds left” Majerle said. 
‘Tim popped open, I saw 
him take it baseline, so 1 
went to the basket, and the 
ball bounced right towards 
me.” 

“We didn’t put a body on 
Majerle,’’ Sixers coach 
Lany Brown lamented. 
“We defended the play 
great We made Tim take a 
hard shot but we didn't 
come up with the rebound.” 
Terry Porter scored 12 of 
his 20 points in the fourth 
quarter, helping the Heat 
bounce back from Sunday's 
loss to Indiana. Porter 
scored nine points in the 
final period of Friday’s 89- 
78 victory in Philadelphia. 

After his clutch put-back, 
Majerle then partially 
deflected Aaron McKie's 
errant inbounds pass at the 
other end, sealing Miami’s 
12th win in 14 games. 
Majerle scored only four 
points, but contributed eight 
boards and eight assists. 

Allen Iverson collected 28 
points, six boards and five 
assists for the 76ers (10-8), 
losers of three straight who 
were outscored 25-17 in the 
final quarter! 

In Orlando, Steve Smith 
scored 24 points, including 
the go-ahead layup with 
1:16 to play, as the Atlanta 
Hawks held off hot-shoot- 
ing Nick Anderson and 
handed the Orlando Magic 
their first home loss of the 
season 114-110. 

The Hawks blew a 10- 
point fourth-quarter lead 
before smith rebounded a 
missed jumper by Alan 
Henderson and made a 
layup to give Atlanta a 105- 
104 lead. 

Atlanta, benefiting from a 
three-day layoff, appeared 
to be the fresher team down 
the stretch. The Hawks (9- 


Zico launches ‘heroes’ tourney 


MILAN I AFP ) — Brazilian 
legend Zico. England veter- 
an Ray Wilkins and German 
Andreas Brehme unveiled a 
star-studded tournament for 
the over-35s here on 
Tuesday. dubbed the 

"Championship of Heroes.” 
£The eight-team invitation- 
id tournament will be held in 
Trinidad from June 16-27, 
featuring Brazil. Italy, 

Germany. England. France. 
Spain. USA and the hosts 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Zico said: “I'm delighted 
to be back with my team- 
mates from the national side 
and to be playing against 
other internationals in a 
world championship.* 

Zico, who is calling up old 
favourites Careca, Branco, 
Junior and Moser, will also 
be wooing over-35s who are 
still playing — including 
Dunga, Julio Cesar and 
Qsbeto. 

^arh team can field up to 
five men still playing top- 
level football, such as the 
Sene A or English 
■ Premiership. Seven players 
in each team must have at 
least 10 international caps, 
while four must have at least 
two. 

Brehme's squuji already 
has the likes of Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge and Rudi 
VoUer and he added: I m 
hoping to get Jurgen 
Klinsmann." 

Bryan Robson. Stuart 
■tarce. Ian Wright and Peter 
Beardsley are in h* s provi- 
sional squad, although the 
offer will also be made to 
Gary Lineker, now commu- 
ted to a career in television. 


Wilkins previously had an 
all-clear from Glenn 
Hoddle, before he resigned 


as England manager over 
comments about handi- 
capped people. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

Ground floor. Located in a quiet and vital area 
behind Marriott Hotel. Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, large 
American kitchen, independent central heating & 
telephone. Rent : yearly or half yearly. 

Please contact owner -Tel.: 5620345, Amman 


HOPE 

Are you mourning for a beloved person? 
You will derive comfort from the Scriptures. 

Please ask for a free copy of “Hope”. 

E. Hensel, Angerstr. 3, 30539 
Hannover, Germany. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty Unpaid 

Jaguar, 1994 model, mileage: 30,000km, full 
options, leather interior, 4 liters, 6 cylinders, char- 
coal gray colour, in excellent condition. Limited use, 
only by the executive of a regional office in Amman. 

interested, please contact office No.: 
5697142 - Mobile: 079/541201 


* + 



Study in Britain 

Representatives from 

The Northern Consortium of British Universities 

will give advice about opportunities for studying in Britain 

for 

Foundation, Bachelor, Masters and Doctoral courses 

Thursday 1 1 March 1999 
10.00am - 3.00pm 

at The British Council 

Rainbow Street - Jabal Amman 

For appointments and enquiries 
Please contact General Information Services 
Tel: (06) 4636 147/8 

Bradford - Leeds Metropolitan - Manchester - Salford - Huddersfield - Liverpool - UMIST - Sheffield - Leeds 
Liverpool John Moores - Manchester Metropolitan - Sheffield Hallam 


moornoom 


The British Council 

Registered in England as charity no. 209131 



Alonzo Mourning (C) of the Miami Heat goes to the basket for two points over 
Philadelphia 76ers’ Matt Geiger (R) and Theo Ratliff (L) during second quarter 
action of their game at the Miami Arena ( AFP photo) 


8) snapped a three-game 
losing streak to climb back 
over the .500 mark. 

The Magic had a four- 
game winning streak 
snapped and suffered their 
first defeat in 1 1 games at 
the Orlando Arena this sea- 
son. The loss left Portland 
(8-0) as the only NBA team 
with a perfect home record. 

Anderson scored 18 of his 
34 points in the fourth quar- 
ter. 

In Vancouver, the 
Portland Trail Blazers post- 
ed another dominant defen- 
sive effort and improved on 
the league's best record by 


notching their seventh 
straight victory, 92-73 over 
the Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Jimmy Jackson had 21 
points and seven rebounds 
for the Trail Blazers, who 
limited Vancouver to only 
34 per cent i25-of-73) from 
the field and made 12 steals 
while forcing 20 turnovers. 
Sunday, Portland held 
Houston to 31 per cent 
shooting and forced 19 
turnovers in a 111-71 rout 
of the Rockets. 

The Blazers ran their 
record to 14-3. one game 
better than Utah and 
Orlando for the NBA’s lop 


Mark. 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim 
scored 19 points to pace the 
Grizzlies, who have 
dropped eight in a row. 

At Detroit. Grant Hill 
scored 19 points and Loy 
Vaught added 18 as the 
surging Pistons used a piv- 
otal 1 5-2 fourth-quarter run 
to defeat the Washington 
Wizards 75-71. 

In Milwaukee, Ray Allen 
led four players in double 
figures with 17 points as 
Milwaukee used a 19-3 
fourth-quarter blitz to bury 
Chicago 81-76 for their 
fourth straight win. 


N D A R E E N 

A new experiment in the world of restaurants 


"^Son ■ 
Opening ’ 


* Welcomes you as of 
Thursday March, 11th 1999, 

* Dishes from the 
Mediterranean region. 

’ Warm and attractive 
atmosphere, where charm 
and quietness meet 
in the most luxurious 
area of Amman. 

ANDAREEN 

7th Circle, near Safeway, 
Tel.: 5822594 



ANDAREEN 

J IM I 


Francescan 

Queen Zein 

■ 

1 Saiway | 

School 

AI Sharaf Hospital 

■ 

: 


Airport Road 



JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A large and successful multinational company situated in Jordan 
requires dynamic secretaries for its office in Amman. 


Candidates should possess: 


• A diploma in secretarial practice from a reputed institute 

• 8 to 10 years relevant work experience 

• Fluency in English (reading/writing/speaking) 

• Ability to translate from Arabic to English and vice versa 
The candidates should have a high degree of competence in PC 
operations. Knowledge of shorthand shall be an added qualification. 
The position requires candidates who are well-organised, have 
pleasant manners and a sense of dedication and commitment to 
the job. The position also calls for public relations skills. 

Only female candidates, preferably single, need apply. 
The company has an attractive salary package and employee 
welfare schemes. 

Eligible candidates fulfilling the above requirements shall forward 
their application along with documentary evidence for educational 
and work experience and a recent photograph in an envelope 
addressed to: 


Personnel Manager 
Post Box No.: 941935, Amman 
within 15 days from the date of the advertisement. 


T 
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King pays tribute to Armed Forces 
for defence of Jordan, Arab Nation 


AMMAN (J.T.J — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday paid tribute to the 
Jordan Armed Forces for 
their sacrifices in the 
defence of Jordan and the 
Arab Nation. 

Addressing the units of 
A1 Hussein Second 
Mechanised Battalion. 
King Abdullah said: “I am 
delighted to be amongst 
you and see in your faces 
the face of the late King 
Hussein and hear his voice. 
I can hear his voice and see 
his face in every member 
of the Jordan Armed 
Forces and Jordanian citi- 
zens." 


‘This battalion has a spe- 
cial status in my heart and 
in the heart of the 
Jordanian people because 
its history is well known, 
particularly its heroic 
deeds at Sheikh Jarrah, 
Bab A1 Wad, Latron and 
other places in Palestine,” 
said the King, pointing out 
that this battalion counts 
150 soldiers killed in 
action and many more 
wounded in battle and has 
been awarded the highest 
military medal. 

The King said that the 
late King Talal served as 
one of the battalion’s offi- 
cers and that it was this 


battalion which trained 
Palestinian freedom fight- 
ers before 1948. 

“You all know that this 
battalion has a special sta- 
tus in the heart of our 
leader the late King 
Hussein who named it 
after him. and this is my 
first visit to the unit since 
the late King entrusted me 
with the most important 
responsibility in the 
Kingdom." King Abdullah 
continued. 

“We have all learnt from 
our leader the late King 
Hussein to sacrifice our 
life for our homeland and 
for Jordan. And we will 


continue the march, and 
your heads will remain 
high, bowing only to God.” 
the King said. 

The King, who was 
accompanied by Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mira'i Kaabneh and the 
King's Adviser for 

Military Affairs Hmeidi 
Fayez. was presented with 
the battalion’s green 
badge. 

King Abdullah later 
called at General 

Headquarters and met with 
Field Marshal Kaabneh to 
discuss issues of concern 
to the Armed Forces. 



His Majesty King Abdullah inspects a unit of A1 Hussein Second Mechanised 
Battalion on Tuesday (Photo courtesy of the Jordan Armed Forces) 


Israel asks U.S. 
envoy to press 
Syria on Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens has asked the United 
States to press Syria to rein 
in Hizbollah guerrillas in 
Lebanon, an Israeli official 
said on Tuesday. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Martin Indyk will meet 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad in Damascus next 
Sunday to discuss resuming 
stalled Israeli-Syrian peace 
talks after Israel's May 17 
general election. 

Syria has 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon and is the main 
powerbroker in the countiy. 

Two recent Hizbollah 
attacks that killed seven 
Israelis have stirred new 
debate in Israel on the Israeli 
occupation of a 15-km deep 
zone in south Lebanon and 
its 1996 understandings with 
Syria and Lebanon on rules 
of engagement with the 
guerrilla group. 

“He [Arens] asked Indyk 
to check in Damascus the 
possibility of halting the ero- 
sion of the Grapes of Wrath 
understandings,” said 

Are ns's media adviser, Avi 
Kalshtein. 

The understandings, 
reached after a 17-day offen- 
sive against Hizbollah in 
1996 that Israel code-named 
Grapes of Wrath, bar both 
sides from striking at or from 
civilian areas. Some 200 
Lebanese civilians were 
killed in the Israeli offensive. 

Arens, a member of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's Likud Party, 
has criticised the understand- 
ings, which were negotiated 
by the previous. Labour-led 
government 

In remarks published in 
Ha'aretz newspaper on 
Monday. Arens said the 
understandings put Israel at a 
“big disadvantage that limits 
ihe army’s capability in the 
security zone and leaves the 
army relatively exposed.” 
Israel says the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah operates from 
civilian centres to shield 


itself from Israeli reprisals. 

“[But] abandoning the 
understandings, which are 
tantamount to an agreement 
with international connota- 
tions. is not an easy task," 
Ha'aretz quoted Arens as 
saying. The defence ministry 
co nfir med the newspaper 
quotes were accurate. 

The newspaper said Arens 
asked the army to suggest 
alternatives to Israel’s cur- 
rent deployment in Lebanon. 

Netanyahu has pledged to 
withdraw from south 

Lebanon if Beirut deploys 
forces to the border and dis- 
mantles Hizbollah. 

Lebanon and Syria 

demand an unconditional 
Israeli pullout, arguing that 
this is laid down in UJST. 
Resolution 425 accepted by 
Israel last year. 

Indyk’s visit to the region 
does not include a stop in 
Israel, although a U.S. 
embassy spokesman in Tel 
Aviv, Larry Schwartz, said 
Indyk “plans a trip here early 
next month.” 

He said Indyk hoped to 
prepare the ground for fresh 
talks following Israel's 
national poll. 

“It’s not realistic to resume 
negotiations on the Syrian 
track before the Israeli elec- 
tions,” Schwartz said. 

Israel and Syria held inter- 
mittent peace talks between 
1991 and 1996 but failed to 
agree on their key dispute — 
the fate of the Golan Heights 
which Israel occupied in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Syria wants Israel to hand 
back the strategic plateau in 
exchange for peace, a price 
Arens said was not worth 
paying. 

“There’s no chance of 
reaching an agreement with 
the Syrians without com- 
pletely surrendering the 
Golan Heights.” Arens told 
Ha’aretz. 

“Anyone who says differ- 
ently is deluding himself and 
the public. Personally, I think 
we must not pay this price." 


Lebanese army ready to 
deploy after Israeli pullout 
— ■ defence minister 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese anny is ready to 
deploy in southern Lebanon 
once Israel ends its 21-year 
occupation of the bender strip, 
Lebanese Defence- Minister 
Ghazi Zoaiter was quoted as 
saying Tuesday. 

“The army is ready and 
capable of deploying every- 
where on national territory. 
The first mission of any army 
is to defend the country’s bor- 
der," Zaaiter told the leading 
newspaper AI Nahar. 

“This means that when the 
national territory is liberated 
from the Israeli occupation, it 
is clear that the army will 
deploy along the border” with 
Israel, he said. 

Israel has repeatedly 
expressed readiness to pull out 
from southern Lebanon if 
Beirut provided security guar- 
antees. 

But Lebanon demands an 
unconditional withdrawal in 
line with a 1 978 UJV. Security 
Council resolution. Resolution 
425. which calls for an imme- 


diate and unconditional pull- 
out from southern Lebanon. 

Zaaiter also said Lebanon’s 
"military capabilities were 
limited compared with the 
Israeli war machine, but it has 
the right to respond to any 
aggression.” 

He said the Lebanese army 
“sometimes bombards loca- 
tions inside the occupied bor- 
der zone in southern Lebanon 
in retaliation to Israeli aggres- 
sions.” 

The Lebanese army counts 

53.000 servicemen, including 

25.000 conscripts. 

Israeli newspapers reported 
Tuesday that Defence 
Minister Moshe- Arens has 
demanded the army reexam- 
ine its military alternatives for 
combatting Islamic and other 
guerrillas in Lebanon. 

Arens said alternatives being 
studied include revising the 
army's method of operations 
in its self-declared "security 
zone’' in south Lebanon to a 
unilateral withdrawal from the 
area. 


Israeli army puts removal of settlers on hold 


ITAMAR (AFP) — The 
Israeli army has put on hold 
a plan to forcibly remove a 
group of Jewish settlers 
who illegally occupied a 
hilltop near the West Bank 
city of Nablus, military 
sources said Tuesday. 

The small group of set- 
tlers established a 
makeshift camp several 
weeks ago on a hill near the 
settlement of Itamar on the 
outskirts of Palestinian- 
ruled Nablus. 

They have called on fel- 
low settlers to help them 
resist their removal by the 
army and have addressed 
similar appeals to Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens. 

Military sources said the 
pressure had led to a sus- 
pension of army plans to 
forcibly evacuate the 
group. 

Meanwhile, Jewish set- 
tlers in Hebron have tem- 
porarily shelved a plan to 
set up four more mobile 
homes in the Tel Rumeida 
enclave in the divided West 
Bank city, military sources 


said. 

The Israeli army had 
agreed to allow the mobile 
homes to be put in place but 
had demanded in exchange 
that the settlers allow 
Palestinian motorists to use 
a road closed since 1994 
which runs along the line 
separating the Palestinian- 
and Israeli-controlled sec- 
tors of Hebron. 

The Hebron settlers are 
opposed to a reopening of 
the road to Palestinian traf- 
fic. 

“The army proposals do 
not correspond to the 
promises we've received 
from the government,” said 
Noam Federman, a 
spokesman for Jewish set- 
tlers in Hebron. 

Following the murder of a 
settler rabbi in Tel Rumeida 
in August, Netanyahu 
promised the Hebron set- 
tlers they could move into 
permanent housing in the 
Tel Rumeida enclave. 

Hebron is a flashpoint for 
Israeli-Arab violence due 
to the presence of 400 
Jewish militants who live in 
several enclaves guarded 


by Israeli troops in the city 
centre. 

Israel withdrew from 
about 80 per cent of the city 
of 140.000 in January 1997 
under the Oslo interim 
autonomy agreements. 

But its army retains con- 
trol over the final fifth of 
the city where the 400 set- 
tiers live alongside about 

30,000 Palestinians. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Defence 
Minister Arens, leading 
government hawks, have 
both called on settlers to 
expand their presence in the 
West Bank ahead of Israel’s 
May general elections. 

In response, settlers have 
attempted to move onto 
dozens of new plots of 
land, mostly trying to cre- 
ate new hilltop enclaves. 

In some instances the 
army has stepped in and 
forced the settlers to back 
down. But often authorities 
say the settlers are operat- 
ing in areas included in 
broad "master plans" for 
the settlements. 

There are currently 144 
Jewish settlements in the 


Israel destroys W. Bank 
home of Palestinian family 

AL JIB (AFP) — The Israeli authorities early on Tuesday 
demolished a large West Bank house belonging to a 
Palestinian family who live overseas, local residents said. 

The eight-room house, built in 1997 in this village just 
north of Jerusalem, belonged to Isa Abdul Rahim Assaf, 
who lives with his family in Venezuela, villagers said. 

A spokesman for the Israeli army's civil administration 
in the Palestinian territories said that the house, which 
was sited near the Jewish settlement of Givat Zeev, had 
been destroyed because it was built illegally. 

“They [the family] were given an order to stop building 
while they were building the house and were told to take 
it down when it was finished." Lieutenant Peter Lemer 
told AFP. 

Israel routinely destroys Palestinian homes in areas 
occupied by the Jewish state in 1967 on the grounds they 
were built without proper authorisation. 

Palestinians counter that Israeli authorities rarely issue 
building permits for homes in what Israel considers sen- 
sitive areas around Jerusalem or near Jewish settler 
enclaves and roads. 


West Bank and Gaza Strip 
with more than 155.000 
residents. 

The Palestinians say that 
settlement construction is a 


violation of the peace 
agreements which prohibit 
"unilateral actions” that 
change the status of the 
occupied territories. 


Nobel laureates urge Clinton, 
Blair to end strikes on Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Two 
Nobel peace laureates on 
Tuesday urged U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair to end the 
bombing on Iraq and to 
allow the lifting of U.N. 
sanctions. 

The plea was made by 
Mairead Corrigan 

Maguire of Ireland and 
Adolfo Perez-Esquivel of 
Argentina who arrived 
here Sunday as part of a 
New York-based interna- 
tional peace activist 
group. Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 

The activists visited 
schools and hospitals, 
including a cancer ward 
to see the effects of the 
economic sanctions 
imposed in 1990 to pun- 
ish Iraq for invading 
Kuwait. 

The United States and 
Britain oppose the lifting 
of the sanctions, saying 
President Saddam 

Hussein's government 
remains a threat to his 
neighbours and to his own 
people. 

Meanwhile, Iraq says, 
shortages of medicines 
and nutritious food 
because of the sanctions 


have killed tens of thou- 
sands of children. 

“This is genocide. 
Children are dying slowly 
and painfully,” said Perez- 
Esquivei. 

"I have seen children 
dying with their mothers 
□ext to them and not 
being able to do any- 
thing,” said Maguire. 
"They are not soldiers.” 

Maguire who shared the 
1976 Nobel peace prize 
for her efforts to end the 
violence in Northern 
Ireland has long cam- 
paigned against using 
military force against 
Iraq. 

U.S. and British war- 
planes have bombed Iraq 
regularly since mid- 
December in retaliation 
for being challenged by 
Iraqi air defences. The 
allied planes patrol Iraqi 
skies to prevent the Iraqi 
air force from striking 
opposition groups. Iraq 
considers the patrol 
planes intruders. 

Maguire said Clinton 
should help bring peace in 
Iraq just as he helped 
forge the peace deal in 
Northern Ireland. 

“We, in Ireland, are 
grateful for what he has 


accomplished with the 
help of... Blair and will be 
more grateful if they work 
together again to stop 
sanctions and bombing of 
Iraq,” she said. 

Clinton, Blair, Saddam 
and U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan 
should sit together for a 
dialogue “in order to end 
this suffering,” she said. 

Perez-Esquivel second- 
ed that. He said: “We call 
on the president of 
America, the vice presi- 
dent and the congressmen 
to come to Iraq and see 
the little children and 
Tony Blair, the U.K. gov- 
ernment and Kofi Annan 
to come and to go to the 
cancer ward and give us 
an answer... what was 
their crime?” Perez- 
Esquivel, who opposed a 
military dictatorship in 
his native Argentina, won 
the Nobel prize in 1980. 

He was arrested in 1977 
and tortured for opposing 
the Argentine army's 
1976 coup, then spent 14 
months in jail and another 
14 months under house 
arrest. 

He, Maguire and the 
other activists left 
Baghdad Tuesday. 


Iraq says it engaged Western 
planes in northern no-fly zone 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
said on Tuesday its anti- 
aircraft defences had dri- 
ven off U.S. warplanes 
bombing targets in the 
north of the country, in the 
latest of a string of clashes 
in Western-imposed “no- 
fly" zones over Iraq. 

An Iraqi military 
spokesman said the planes 
had been chased away 
after launching five bombs 
at civilian and military 
installations in Nineveh 
province. 

"These planes raided ser- 
vice establishments and 
some of our weapons posi- 


tions in Nineveh gover- 
norate and they fired five 
bombs,” the spokesman 
said. 

“Our ground defences 
engaged in fighting with 
the planes and forced them 
to flee to their base in 
Turkey at 1:35 local time.” 
he added. 

‘Ten hostile formations 
violated our air space com- 
ing from Turkish skies at 
11:30 local time and 
implemented 20 sorties 
and flew over [the northern 
cities of] Zakho, 
Amadiyah, Dohuk, Erbil 
and Mosul." the 


spokesman said. 

An official at the jets' 
base in southern Turkey 
said U.S. warplanes 
bombed Iraqi defences 
after being tracked by Iraqi 
radar. 

A spokesman said F-15E 
warplanes “acting in self- 
defence” had hit several 
anti-aircraft artillery sites 
west and south of Mosul. 

Such strikes have 
become regular since Iraq 
decided in December to 
actively oppose U.S. and 
British jets patrolling the 
no-fly zones in the north 
and south of the country. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ocalan formally appoints lawyers 

ANKARA (AP) — Imprisoned Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan has formally appointed wo lawyers to 
defend him from charges of treason, the Anatolia news 
agency said Tuesday. The agency, quoting police offi- 
cials, said Ocalan named Ahmet Zeki Okcuoglu and his 
brother Selim Okcuoglu as his lawyers on Monday dur- 
ing the presence of a notary. It was not immediately clear 
whether Selim Okcuoglu would agree to take up the 
defence, but his brother Tuesday appealed to the prose- 
cutor’s office in Ankara asking permission io see his 
client for a second time since he was captured Feb. 15. it 
said. According to private NTV television. Ahmet Zeki 
Okcuoglu would travel to the heavily guarded prison 
island of Imrali in the Sea of Marmara on Wednesday to 
confer with Ocalan if authorisation is granted. 

Iraq says $500m in deals blocked 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq on Tuesday accused U.S. and 
British representatives on a U.N. Sanctions Committee 
of blocking contracts signed by Baghdad worth almost 
half a billion dollars. The United States and Britain, the 
commerce ministry charged, were “pursuing a poliev of 
collective extermination of the Iraqi people, by all avail- 
able means.” It said the two countries were blocking 268 
contracts worth a total of $496 million from the last two 
phases of the U.N. oil-for-food programme, which runs 
in six-monthly term. The contracts covered electricity, 
drinking water, education, agriculture, medicine and 
food, the ministry said, accusing London and 
Washington of aiming "to kill as many children, women 
and elderly people as possible." 

Israel arrests Hamas militant 

HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli security forces arrested a 
militant from the Islamic Resistance Movement t Hamas > 
on Tuesday in a town south of Hebron. Palestinian 
sources said. Ghassan Abu Salih, 35. was taken from his 
house in Dura in the early hours of the morning the 
sources said. 

Turk security kills three leftists 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish security forces have shot dead 
three far-leftist guerrillas from a group which planted a 
car-bomb in a central Turkish town last week, killin® 
three people, state-run Anatolia news agency said Three 
Turkish Workers and Peasants Liberation Armv 
(TIKKO) rebels were killed in the clash with troops in a 
village near the city of Tokat, it said in a report issued 
ate on Monday. Operations were under way throughout 
the area to track down further members of the Maoist 
guerrillas thought to be hiding out in the region's ru^ed 
mountains and dense forests. 5e ° 

11 killed in mine blast in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Eleven people have been killed 
and five seriously injured in a landmine explosion in 
southwest Sudan’s Samaha district on the Bahr AI Arab 
River, a Khartoum newspaper reported Tuesday 
daily Alwan quoted province commissioner 
Sidahmed as saying that the injured, who WludriTn 
engineer working on a local road under consrm ? 
were taken to a nearby hospiral. The pm-emim 
paper said the mine was planted by rebels 
People’s Liberation Army i SPLA). the Sudan 




Masked boys held 
after first condom 
purchase 

R-ERSTHNFELDBRUCK 
, jjrp, __ police briefly held 
two masked teenage boys after 
they spotted them entering a gas 
station in this southern Gerrrcsi 
town in order to buy condoms, 
Too embarrassed to ask for the 
prophv lactic*. the 14- and 15- 
year-old bo>x had pulled nylon 
stockings tightly o\er their 
heads before shopping at the 
station but caught the eyes of die 
policemen who happened to 
drive by. When the pair left they 
were looking down the police- 
men's drawn firearms. 'This 
could have ended badly" a 
police spokesman .suidTuesday. 
.As the condoms had been paid 
for. police set the pair free after 
questioning after the incident on 
Monday. 

Watchdog group 
complains about 
U.N.dog 


UNITED NATIONS iR) — 
How much is that doggie ai the 
United Nations'? About 
SI 50.000 a y ear, according to a 0 
U_\. spokeswoman. The cost 
of the bomb-sniffing UN. 
canine was raised by 
Ambassador Nazareth Incera of 
Costa Rica at a meeting of the 
General Assembly’s “watch- 
dog" Administrative and 
Financial Committee. Indignant 
that die number of security- 
guards assigned to assembly 
President Didier Opertri of 
Uruguay had been reduced to 
one from two. she wanted to 
make the point that the United 
Nations was not on such a short 
financial leash as generally sup- 
posed. 


Battle royal over 
Tongan’s house 

HILLSBOROUGH «R» — 
They say a mans home is his 
cade, and one would expect 
that to be doubly mie for the 
reigning king of Tonga. But 
King Tuufj'ahau Tupou IV has 
found himself embroiled in a 
banJe royal with his neighbours 
in this wealthy San Francisco 
suburb, where complaints over 
plans io expand his four-bed- 
room house are becoming 
shrill. “It’s simply unaccept- 
able.” Hillsborough neighbours 
David and Nancy Kaiser com- 
plained to town officials in a 
petition. "When the king is in 
town, hundreds of cars come 
and go daily... There is often <g| 
noise well into the evening and. ** 
most appalling, there Ls almost 
always garbage scattered up 
and down the roadside." 

Sun sends 2,000 
soft toilet rolls to 
British troops 

LONDON ( AFP i — The top- 
selling British newspaper The 
Sun on Tuesday announced it 
was sending 2.000 rolls of soft 
toilet paper to the country’s 
troops in Macedonia after com- 
plaints that army paper was too 
hard. The paper said it had a 
learned from a British army® 
magazine that the 1250 troops, 
in Skopje to join a possible 
NATO peacekeeping force for 
Kosovo, had said the recycled 
paper issued to them was "like 
corrugated cardboard.” 

Teaming up with manufacturer 
Andrew. The Sun said it had 
launched "Operation Loo Rolf 
io help "our boys in the 
Balkans." An army spokesman 
w as quoted as saying: “We are 
delighted." 

U.K. quiz show 
double faults on 
tennis question 

LONDON tR) — What is the 
minimum number of strokes 
with which u tennis player can 
win a set? A 29-year-old British 
warehouseman won 125,000 
pounds (S200.000) on a leleri- 
sinn quiz .show bv saving the 
"rong answer, the Daily Minor 
rtjport&i on Tuesday. Rued 
with four choices Tony 
Kennedy went for the obvious 
— but incorrect — answer and 
-4. The computer on the 
PWar prime time "Who 
wants to be a millionaire" show 
immediately doubled his win-jA 
nmgs and let him plgv on u ntiff 5 ’ 
he stopped to lake his 125.000 
pounds in winranss. 


